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Members, 

News this week has again been dominated by all things COVID . . . the rising hospitalizations and deaths in Louisiana, throughout 
the country and the world—but also the COVID vaccine which is the much anticipated “light at the end of the tunnel.”  More 
concrete information became available on timing of the COVID vaccine and its availability here in Louisiana. There is of course 
keen interest in the vaccine, and news stories included quotes from Senator Bill Cassidy, Governor John Bel Edwards, and Admiral 
Brett Giroir who is a Marrero native, pediatrician and the Assistant Secretary for Health at HHS.  

Pfizer and Moderna Vaccines Anticipated Before Christmas If the vaccines are approved by the FDA as expected on the 
earliest possible date, we could see the Pfizer vaccine approved next Thursday, December 10th (and shipped within 24 hours) and 
the Moderna vaccine the following Thursday, December 17th. Senator Cassidy noted that Pfizer has already moved their vaccine to 
staging areas in anticipation of approval. Advocate and NOLA politics reporter Sam Karlin, tweeted from Governor Edwards’ 
press conference this week “Louisiana will get about 40,000 vaccine doses from Pfizer later this month, followed by another 40,000 
the following week, Edwards says. Those will vaccinate health workers. Moderna vaccine to follow for nursing home residents/
staff.”  

Decisions Ahead on Vaccine Priority Order It sometimes feels like we are bombarded with acronyms and each profession or 
field has its own “alphabet soup.”  An acronym we are increasingly seeing is ACIP which stands for the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices and that is part of the CDC (U.S Centers for Disease Control. On Tuesday they met to decide on their 
recommendations for prioritizing the initially limited supply of COVID vaccine, as initially, demand is expected to far exceed 
supply. ACIP held seven meetings and the COVID-19 Vaccine Workgroup “held more than 25 meetings” to arrive at their 
recommendations. As expected, ACIP recommended as highest priority: 

1. Health care personnel serving in health care settings who have the potential for direct or indirect exposure to COVID 
patients or infectious material [translation: frontline workers at hospitals]  

2. People living in nursing facilities who because of their age, high rates of underlying medical 
conditions, and congregate living situation are at high risk of infection and severe illness 
from COVID. 

Governor Edwards has stated that Louisiana will look to ACIP guidance is making decisions for 
allocating the vaccine in Louisiana. 

 
• December 7th—Open 

enrollment deadline for 
Medicare 

• December 25th—Christmas 

• January 1st—New Years Eve 

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

https://www.nola.com/news/coronavirus/vaccine/article_32b9d0b8-34e6-11eb-befe-df8a77a25732.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6949e1.htm?s_cid=mm6949e1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6949e1.htm?s_cid=mm6949e1_w
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Louisiana’s Plans for COVID Vaccine Rollout Today’s nola.com website reports the very latest on vaccine distribution in 
Louisiana. The idea of vaccines on trucks and planes to Louisiana has buoyed spirits in the medical community, even as they brace 
for several more months of social distancing, mask wearing and rising infections. Our key takeaways from the story: 

• Hospitals and state health officials are still “fervently planning” for the first shipment and collecting information on 
distribution sites and finalizing plans. 

• Specific plans are still very much in flux, even at the federal level, where after FDA authorization [ expected ~ 12/10 
and ~12/17], ACIP will again meet to make more granular recommendations about how the vaccine should be used and 
that could impact final decisions. 

• The state is planning to distribute the first shipments to 121 Tier 1 hospitals based on the size of the hospital’s staff, so 
long as the shipment size [40,000 doses] comes in as expected. 

• Louisiana’s definition of frontline workers — the people set to receive the first shots — will be left up to hospitals. 
"What we’ve tried to communicate is it’s not just health care professionals on the front lines. It’s all types of support 
staff that have interactions with patients and their infectious materials.” 

• The state will be using the results of its online Workforce Questionnaire (responses due today) in making decisions on 
the next groups that might be vaccinated.  

• The state is working to align its LINKS vaccine tracking system with the federal government's Tiberius tracking 
system. 

• More infections and deaths lie ahead no matter how quickly the vaccine is distributed. 
 

The "Front Door to Medicine in the Country” During his trip to Louisiana on Tuesday, Admiral Brett Giroir visited a local 
independent pharmacy in Elmwood and talked about the importance of local pharmacies resulting in a nola.com story with the 
headline, “Local pharmacies to play a big role in the coronavirus vaccine deployment in Louisiana.”  Admiral Giroir said, “this 
is the front door to medicine in the country, the local pharmacy. Ninety-five percent of the population lives with five miles of a 
pharmacy.” He indicated that federal government officials have identified local pharmacies as a key player in Louisiana in getting 
the COVID vaccine to everyone who wants it.  

The pharmacy was able to share their challenges and need for additional staff and adequate reimbursement with Admiral Giroir. One 
bit of news that came out of the visit was the huge disparity between what Giroir said the federal government reimburses McKesson 
for COVID testing ($125) and the amount McKesson pays that local pharmacy ($9). This limits the ability of the pharmacy to do 
more than 20 tests per day.  “We don’t want to create barriers,” said Giroir. “We’d like [testing] to be 50 or 75 per day. To have $9 a 
test, that is not a whole lot of margin for you.” The pharmacy indicted they would need $30 to $40 per test in order to hire an 
additional employee and increase the number of tests. The concern is that staffing and reimbursement issues could also be an issue in 
the capacity for local pharmacies to administer the vaccine. Admiral Giroir said the feds are seeing some states request help to assure 
adequate staff to inject the vaccine and track patients when they need to come in for the second required dose, which must be given 
exactly 21 or 28 days later, depending on the vaccine. He hopes that pharmacists will be able to step in. 

LIPA Pharmacy Locater on Our Website We have been working to enhance the Pharmacy Finder on our LIPA website. The next 
step is to collect and update the pharmacy information for each of our members to make sure that it is complete and current and that 
we have the most accurate information to share with the public. This is more important than ever as we anticipate that people will be 
researching where they can get COVID vaccines. Please complete the following online survey by Monday, December 15 th  https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/5ZB2BSR . While we will send quarterly reminders, any time there’s a change in the information to be 
displayed for your pharmacy, you can notify us via email at Communications@lipanow.org. 

COVID-19 Provider Document Links  If you intend to be a COVID vaccine provider, have you completed all of the necessary 
paperwork? We noted that the link to the COVID Vaccination Program Provider Agreement Form (and other relevant forms) was not 
showing up on the COVID 19 General Vaccination Information home page this morning. Should you need to access Louisiana 
COVID 19 Vaccine forms, you can use the links below: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.nola.com/news/coronavirus/article_3574e972-35be-11eb-aec7-eb460031e973.html
https://www.nola.com/news/article_c65fdf0c-34db-11eb-8138-5bdd907b0a0e.html
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.surveymonkey.com_r_5ZB2BSR&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=K0ep5LeFMBxYyRHndI0GudO9zP4caDmwr84OLtYdUW4&m=_dZIueRTzL1HJTlql-XTu3ORMF5ipq_ooD0yGCDuaLA&s=c9Sa2yIItFWy4JDKa7CgqNEE5x
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.surveymonkey.com_r_5ZB2BSR&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=K0ep5LeFMBxYyRHndI0GudO9zP4caDmwr84OLtYdUW4&m=_dZIueRTzL1HJTlql-XTu3ORMF5ipq_ooD0yGCDuaLA&s=c9Sa2yIItFWy4JDKa7CgqNEE5x
mailto:Communications@lipanow.org
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Pharmacy/Pharmacist Year End Fees and Taxes Reminder The end of the calendar year means that it is time for pharmacies and 
pharmacists to renew multiple licenses and permits. The Board of Pharmacy’s October newsletter included detailed information 
regarding licensing requirements. Don’t forget to also check on the expiration of your CPR for Healthcare Professionals certification 
you need as a Certified Immunizer. In addition, this is a friendly reminder that the pharmacy occupational license tax (R.S. 47:359 
and described below) may be due during this time to your local taxing body.  A reminder that the statute states: 

Pharmacy.  For each business licensed by the Louisiana State Board of Pharmacy as a pharmacy and eighty percent of gross 
revenues of the business comes from the filling of prescription drugs, the license shall be one-tenth of one percent of the gross 
annual sales of the total business activity, with a minimum tax of fifty dollars and a maximum tax of two thousand dollars.  The tax 
levied herein shall be levied only on the business and not separately on any individual who is employed by or is a member of the 
taxpayer which conducts its business as a firm, partnership, or corporation.  

Confidence in the COVID Vaccine and Take-up  Former Presidents Carter (along with his wife), Clinton, Bush and Obama have 
all volunteered to receive the COVID vaccine on camera to help increase public confidence in the safety of the vaccine. Dr. Fauci 
said he will get the vaccine and recommend that his family do so. High profile physicians including Dr. Sanjay Gupta, CNN’s Chief 
Medical Correspondent have said they will get the vaccine on camera. They are all part of the full court press to actually get people 
vaccinated once the COVID vaccine becomes available, which is expected to be a Herculean task both logistically and convincing 
people it is in their best interest. 

As trusted healthcare professionals and sources of information in their communities, pharmacists can play an important role in 
helping to dispel myths regarding the vaccine. Suspicion of vaccines of course pre-dates the COVID vaccine and a 2017 article in 
Scientific American explains that social, cultural, and political issues all influence immunization. Prior public health initiatives 
within the purview of the federal government such as the Tuskegee Study  (the deceptive syphilis study in black males) and the 
tainted Cutter polio vaccine in 1955 that sickened and fatally paralyzed children have resulted in lingering distrust of public health 
pronouncements and initiatives. 

Mark of the Beast? We would add religious to the list of issues that influence immunization.  It is important that all of us have basic 
awareness of the kinds of misinformation that are driving people’s fears. One of the theories floating around on social media is that 
the COVID-19 vaccine is the “mark of the beast” referred to in the Book of Revelation (Revelation 13:16-18). The rapper Kanye 
West (who has 31 million Twitter followers and came in fourth in the Louisiana presidential election) is quoted in a Forbes 
interview as saying: It’s so many of our children that are being vaccinated and paralyzed... so, when they say the way we’re going to 
fix Covid is with a vaccine, I’m extremely cautious. That’s the mark of the beast.” 

United Medicaid MCO Notice to Providers Regarding New Pharmacy Network 1/15/21 Thanks to an alert member, we got a 
“heads up” that Louisiana Medicaid prescribers enrolled in United received a notice dated December 3 advising them that United 
will be introducing “a new pharmacy network which we’ll require our members to use for their pharmacy benefits.” (A community 
health center shared the notice with our LIPA member).  In the letter, United explains, “we created this network to include 
pharmacies that can help achieve the federal and state goal of finding ways to help curb escalating health care costs while 
maintaining access to such needed health services. The new network provides access to hundreds of leading retail drugstores across 
Louisiana.” They clarify that “this pharmacy network change won't affect members in UnitedHealthcare commercial, 
UnitedHealthcare Medicare Advantage or UnitedHealthcare Dual Complete, who can continue using their current pharmacy” but 
asks for provider help in writing new prescriptions or prescription refills previously filled at pharmacies no longer in their Medicaid 
network.  

LIPA reached out yesterday to Louisiana Medicaid for more information about this “new pharmacy network” as we have learned to 
“never assume” compliance by PBMs with Louisiana law or LDH contractual requirements.  Medicaid leadership asked United 
about this and they explained the only change is that CVS pharmacies will no longer be in their network as of January 15 th. The 
Department tells us they requested that United clarify the notice to make clear the actual change to their network.” 

CDC COVID-19 Vaccination Program Provider Download/View 

    

CDC Supplemental COVID-19 Vaccine Redistribution Download/View 

COVID-19 Provider Agreement FQA’s Download/View 

Provider Enrollment Common Mistakes Download/View 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
http://www.pharmacy.la.gov/assets/docs/NewsLetters/NABP-LaNewsltr2020-10.pdf
https://www.scientificamerican.com/custom-media/whats-behind-the-fear-of-vaccines/
https://www.history.com/news/the-infamous-40-year-tuskegee-study
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2020/04/14/cutter-polio-vaccine-paralyzed-children-coronavirus/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/randalllane/2020/07/08/kanye-west-says-hes-done-with-trump-opens-up-about-white-house-bid-damaging-biden-and-everything-in-between/?sh=14f0185847aa
https://lalinks.org/linksweb/docs/LA_CDC_COVID-19_Vaccination_Program_Provider_Agreement_11.16.2020.pdf
https://lalinks.org/linksweb/docs/LA_CDC_Supplemental_COVID-19_Vaccine_Admin_Redistribution_Agreement_10.28.2020.pdf
https://lalinks.org/linksweb/docs/Provider_Enrollment_FAQ.pdf
https://lalinks.org/linksweb/docs/Provider_Enrollment_Common_Mistakes.pdf
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Pennsylvania’s New PBM Price Transparency in Medicaid Law We are seeing more state legislatures take steps to curb PBM 
abuses in their state Medicaid programs, an area in which Louisiana has been at the “tip of the spear.”  Still, LIPA carefully looks at 
new legislation in states that is signed into law to see if there are “tweaks” that could be made in Louisiana law or language that can 
be included in contractual requirements for Louisiana Medicaid pharmacy benefits.  

 On November 27, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf signed into law House Bill 941that is intended to increase transparency 
regarding PBM pricing practices in that state’s Medicaid program. It includes some of the provisions already included in Louisiana 
statute such not denying a pharmacy that meets requirements of participation in the state’s Medicaid program from being in the 
network and prohibiting clauses that require pharmacies to participate in all health benefit plans offered by the PBM in the service 
area. It also requires a study to analyze prescription addresses spread pricing and calls for a study of best practices adopted by other 
states to address concerns with PBM reimbursement practices.  

While the Pennsylvania bill addresses spread pricing and allows the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to review how 
PBMs reimburse Medicaid plans and investigate reimbursement rates paid by PBMs to independent and chain pharmacies, Louisiana 
law goes well beyond that and stipulates that the professional dispensing fee for independent pharmacy reimbursement cannot be less 
that in our state’s fee-for-service Medicaid program. 

Facebook Will Remove Coronavirus Vaccine Misinformation Yesterday, the New York Times reported that Facebook says it 
will remove coronavirus vaccine misinformation from Facebook and Instagram (which it also owns). They define coronavirus 
vaccine misinformation as posts that have been “debunked by public health experts.” Anti-vaxxer posts for non-COVID vaccines 
have long been a thing. They have not been removed but “downranked” making them less visible in people’s news feeds. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2019&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=941
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/03/technology/facebook-coronavirus-vaccine-misinformation.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage

