
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COVID SURGE CONTINUES—IMPLICATION FOR PHARMACIES 
The Louisiana news each day the past week continued to be dominated by COVID headlines and stories such as 
“How Louisiana’s 4th COVID virus wave has hospitals” past burnout”: not enough equipment or time,” “Three 
Louisiana nursing home deaths reported as COVID cases nearly triple among residents,” “Ochsner tightens policies 
for unvaccinated employees as COVID patients increase by 700%" and “Children's Hospital reports spike in COVID 
hospitalizations, death of patient.” Our Lady of the Lake Hospital in Baton Rouge reported the single highest day of 
COVID new admissions ever this week (30). Prior to last week, a number of our independent pharmacies enrolled as 
COVID Vaccine Providers had greatly scaled back-- or even paused-- vaccine administration due to lack of demand. 
Now, we are seeing demand for the vaccine surge and we want to remind you that we can provide you with 
technical assistance. 
Are you not yet enrolled as a COVID Vaccine Provider but interested in enrolling and offering the vaccine?  We 
could see FDA/CDC recommendations for booster shots in the coming months, for at least some populations. LDH 
continued to enroll new COVID Vaccine Providers weekly. Here is the link for the form to be completed to enroll as 
a COVID Vaccine Provider. 
Interested in entering into agreement with LIPA to provide vaccines at nursing facilities requiring travel of greater 
than 5 miles or in small numbers (fewer than 5 per visit)?  Questions about vaccine ordering or billing HRSA for 
vaccine administration to the uninsured and underinsured?  Want to obtain a CLIA waiver and get into onsite 
testing? LIPA can provide you with technical assistance. E-mail us at vaccines@lipa.org or call the COVID-19 
Vaccine Help Desk at (Toll Free) 1-866- 266-1334 or 225-241-1438. You can also call or text Ruth (our COVID 
Coordinator) at 225-241-1437 anytime. 
LDH COVID VACCINE ORDERING & STORAGE CRITICAL UPDATES 
In their Thursday (7/29) COVID Vaccine Summary, LDH provided the following information regarding COVID 
vaccine ordering and storage: 

•  It is critical that vaccination providers continue to plan ahead to help ensure vaccines are available well in-
advance of when they are needed for administration to patients. The delivery of COVID-19 vaccinations, 
after order placement in LINKS, can take 3-5 business days. The Immunization Program is currently 
experiencing an influx of COVID-19 vaccine orders.  

•  The minimum available Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine order for  direct shipment from the manufacturer is now 
450 doses. Previously, the direct minimum order of Pfizer vaccine was 1,170 doses. The 450-dose Pfizer 
shipments are delivered ultra-cold and include three trays, with 25 vials of vaccine within each tray. 

• The extension of Johnson & Johnson vaccine shelf-life has been extended from 4.5 months to 6 months 
(+45 days). This expiration date change applies to all non-expired J&J vaccines currently in Louisiana. The 
LDH Immunization Program will automatically update the J&J expiration dates in LINKS to reflect this 
new extended expiration date so no additional provider action is required in LINKS. 
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THREE LDH WEBINAR & CALLS NEXT WEEK (WEEK OF 8/1) RELEVANT TO PHARMACIES 
LDH is hosting a WebEx meeting/call on Tuesday and back-to-back Zoom meeting/calls on Wednesday that are all 
relevant to Louisiana independent pharmacies:  
1. Medicaid Cost of Dispensing Survey Webinar/Call Tuesday at 3 PM 
 The first opportunity is a stakeholder call for Medicaid pharmacy providers on Tuesday, 8/2 at 3 PM.  LDH and 
their contractor Myers &Stauffer--who has been engaged to conduct a new Medicaid Cost of Dispensing Survey 
during August—will give an overview of the survey, its scope, timeline for completion, and M&S’s role. They will 
also answer any questions you have. LDH shared a draft copy of the survey that you can review here in advance of 
the call and you can ask any questions you may have. (Please do not complete the survey yet.) 
You can join the meeting via the Internet to also view presentation slides or via telephone for the audio portion only 
of the meeting. Note that this is a WebEx (not Zoom) meeting so we suggest you click on the link below before 3 
PM on August 3rd to familiarize yourself with WebEx if you haven’t used it recently and download the application if 
you need to. 
 WebEx Presentation with Slides 
https://mslc.webex.com/mslc/j.php?MTID=m83c00c0a8d023dcf9aebde63f4b5899d 
Password: BMyH4QEtp27 
If you join through a web browser, there will be an option for Webex to call you for the audio portion of the call or 
to use computer audio. Please select this option if you will be attending both online and over the phone.  
Audio Only  
If you will be attending by phone only, you can access the conference call line via the information below: 
Telephone: 844.740.1564; Attendee code: 161 069 0135 
2.  New Monthly  Zoom Call for COVID Vaccine Providers Wednesday at 11 AM 
OPH’s Immunization Program previously hosted a weekly Zoom call on Wednesdays for pharmacy stakeholders to 
discuss COVID vaccines but the calls have not been scheduled for the last several months.  They have scheduled a 
standing call the first Wednesday of each month from 11 AM to 12 noon “to review vaccine updates, ordering, and 
upcoming changes” LIPA is happy to see that this call will be resuming.  
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: https://ldhophbidimmunization.zoom.us/j/86388660473 
 Join from Telephone:     Dial: USA 602 333 0032       Conference code: 660850 
3. Training on New Medicaid Provider Enrollment Portal Wednesday at Noon 
Louisiana Medicaid’s new Provider Enrollment Portal launched on Monday and a training webinar for individual 
providers is scheduled for August 3 at noon. If you are unable to participate, the webinar will be recorded and posted 
online for future reference. This is the new portal that will be required for reenrollment by all Medicaid providers in 
the coming months. (New providers enrolling for the first time will not utilize the portal until a later date, to be 
announced.) 
Topic: Provider Enrollment MCO Individual Portal Webinar  
Time: Wednesday Aug 3, 2021, 12:00 p.m. Central Time (US and Canada) 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89722249447  
 Information for how to access the webinar recording will be shared with providers when they receive their 
invitation to enroll using the portal. For more information about the portal and a timeline for when providers can 
expect to receive their invitations, see the this provider memo or visit the provider enrollment website  
LDH REOPENS COMMENT PERIOD ON MEDICAID PBM (DEADLINE IS JULY 31) 
Saturday, July 31st is the deadline for submitting any feedback or comments you have for LDH regarding Medicaid 
pharmacy benefits for consideration the Department develops the Request for Proposals for a single Medicaid PBM 
that all of the Medicaid MCOs will use (target date for going live is on or about July 1st).  The PBM is responsible for 
assuring quality pharmacy services while developing efficiencies in operation, service and cost and LDH states they 
are “committed to transforming its . . . PMB program to provide better care and better health for its members. As 



 

 

part of this goal, LDH seeks input from the public using this this online form. The last day to provide feedback is 
Saturday, July 31, 2021. 
REGIONAL LEVEL COVID-19 VACCINE INFORMATION FROM LDH 
LDH included regional reports in their 7/29 COVID Vaccine Summary showing vaccine activity at the regional 
level on pages 9-14. With the surge in COVID, vaccine outreach efforts have greatly accelerated. You can read more 
here to see what is planned in your region—and other regions. 
LHCC EXTENDS FOR TWO WEEKS $25 PROVIDER BONUS FOR COVID VACCINES 
Louisiana Healthcare Connections (LHCC)/Evolve Pharmacy Solutions has extended for two weeks their $25 bonus 
payment to COVID vaccine providers who administer the vaccine to a LHCC-enrolled member who is vaccine-
eligible (age 12 and above and not already fully immunized). The extra $25 bonus payment is in addition to the 
standard Medicaid reimbursement ($37.08 COVID vaccine administration fee and an additional $32.60 for an in-
home vaccine) bringing the total reimbursement for in-home vaccines to $94.68.  
Please help get the word out to your Medicaid patients enrolled in LHCC that if they have received at least one 
COVID-19 vaccine at any time, they are eligible for a $25 reward loaded directly to their My Health Pay reward 
card but must visit louisianahealthconnect.com/Get25 to claim their reward. Furthermore, they are also eligible to 
register for the state’s vaccine lottery: $100K weekly drawing [$100K college scholarship for those under age 18] 
and grand prize $1 M drawing to be announced August 13th  (shotatamillion.com). 
MORE SHOT AT A MILLION WINNERS ANNOUNCED TODAY 
Week 3 Shot at a Million winners were announced earlier today. The adult winner was again from New Orleans 
while the underage scholarship winner is from Lafayette. See the YouTube video with the winners at this link. 
Weekly drawings will continue with more winners August 6th and the grand prize $1M and 5 $1K Scholarship 
announcement on August 13th.  
SPOTLIGHT ON LIPA FOUNDING MEMBER ALLEN CASSIDY 
In recognition of LIPA marking its 20th anniversary this month, LIPA staff conducted interviews with some of the 
LIPA founding members (who were Ricky Guidry, Andy Soileau, Allen Cassidy, Nolton Causey, Marty McKay, 
and the late Johnny Letard). You can read our interviews with Nolton (July 9th issue), Andy (July 16th issue), and 
Ricky (July 23rd issue) if you missed them. This week we feature current LIPA Board Member (and Secretary) Allen 
Cassidy who owns Cassidy's Pharmacy in Jennings. Remember K&B? Allen began his pharmacy career as a 
pharmacist at K&B after graduating from ULM School of Pharmacy in 1984, and worked there for 11 years, 
working his way up to pharmacy manager. About 25 years ago, Allen he opportunity to buy his independent 
pharmacy and he continues to practice full time, striving to help each of his patients.   
Allen emphasized that LIPA focuses on navigating the “business” (rather than clinical) aspects of pharmacy which 
is a niche area of critical importance for independent pharmacy owners [ and far more so than for those pharmacists 
who practice in chain drug stores and institutional settings]. He acknowledged the role of wholesalers LWD & 
Morris & Dickson in helping to make LIPA the strong organization it has become, helping to keep Louisiana 
independent pharmacies alive and a strong presence within the state. He sees LIPA’s biggest strengths as its success 
in facilitating independent pharmacists’ interaction with legislators to educate them on key issues along with the 
LIPA organization’s leadership. He noted the added challenge that legislative term limits bring to educating 
legislators on the issues that impact independent pharmacy.  
One of LIPA’s early successes Allen points to is the $2,000 cap on the occupational licensing fee (Act 94 of 2005). 
At the beginning of his career as an independent pharmacy owner, that fee was based on a percentage of gross sales. 
With the price of prescription drugs continuing to skyrocket, that fee would be crippling for pharmacies, had the 
legislation not been enacted. 
Going forward, Allen believes it is vital that LIPA stay attentive to state and federal legislation impacting 
independent pharmacy and seize on emerging opportunities. He spoke about the important of continued “rapid 
response” --i.e., acting quickly, rather than letting a situation evolve without taking action—through continued 
member education and engagement. Allen voiced support [before the decision was announced by LDH on June 23rd] 
for transitioning to a single Medicaid PBM and believes it will be positive development for the business of 
independent pharmacy. He is proud of his role caring for his Jennings community through pharmacy and stated “I 
can still do more and will continue to try to better the health and welfare of my patients every day.” 



 

 

DominiRx: ANTHEM & HUMANA INVEST IN NEW PBM STARTUP  
The insurers Anthem (which is closely associated with “the Blues”) and Humana announced their partnership this 
week as minority owners (~ 20%) of a new PBM dubbed DominiRx that is expected to compete with the “Big 3.” 
Along with the major investor SS&C Technologies, approximately $925 million has been committed to fund the 
new launch. The claims processing platform will be called  RxNova. Humana which runs its own PBM will be 
RxNova’s first customer. We see the word “transparency” bandied about a lot when it comes to PBMs and 
DominiRx promises that the platform will “bring market-leading flexibility to our clients and new patient-facing 
tools to increase transparency, cost savings and clinical outcomes.” 
 
Dates to know 
October 9-12, NCPA Annual Convention in Charlotte, NC   
October 14-16, LPA Annual Convention & Trade Show in Alexandria, LA  
October 22, LIPA Board meeting in Monroe   
October 23, Homecoming Tailgate ULM vs South Alabama  
November 20, LIPA hosted ULM/LSU Tiger Stadium  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

In the NEWS: 
3 Louisiana nursing home deaths reported as COVID cases nearly triple 

Nola 07/29/2021 
Louisiana nursing homes reported their first COVID-related deaths in more than a month Wednesday, as the highly-
contagious delta variant fuels a surge among residents and staff, state data shows. 
The nursing homes reported three deaths among residents whose deaths were either attributed directly to COVID or 
had had a COVID diagnosis within the past 60 days, the data released Wednesday shows. The three deaths are the 
first reported since June 23 and match the total for all of June. 
The latest data shows 68 resident cases reported by the state's nursing homes this week, nearly triple the previous 
week's total, and more than 10 times the total from two weeks ago when just six new cases were reported. 
Meanwhile, the infections among staff, who have a much lower vaccination rate than residents, went from 50 
reported last week to 166 reported this week, the numbers show.  
 

 
Pfizer data suggest third dose of Covid-19 vaccine 'strongly' boosts protection against Delta variant 

CNN 07/28/2021 
Even though the biopharmaceutical company Pfizer has announced that it might be time to consider giving a third 
dose of its coronavirus vaccine to people, many doctors and public health officials argue that it's more beneficial to 
get shots into the arms of the unvaccinated right now than to boost those who are already fully vaccinated. 
"It's wonderful to have a booster approved for emergency use authorization on the shelf -- ready to go any time we 
need it. But I do not think we need it right now," Dr. William Schaffner, a professor at Vanderbilt University School 
of Medicine and medical director of the National Foundation for Infectious Diseases, told CNN on Friday. 
 

 
The floodgates have opened for vaccine mandates 

Axios 7/27/21 
State governments, private businesses and even part of the federal government are suddenly embracing mandatory 
coronavirus vaccinations for their employees. 
Why it matters: Vaccine mandates have been relatively uncommon in the U.S. But with vaccination rates 
stagnating and the Delta variant driving yet another wave of cases, there's been a new groundswell of support for 
such requirements. 
 

 
Rising COVID cases bring fresh worries to Louisiana's nursing homes, scenes of early tragedy 

Nola 7/24/21 
Coronavirus cases among nursing home residents jumped more than fourfold in Louisiana last week, mirroring a 
broader community surge of the highly transmissible delta variant and once again raising worries about low 
vaccination rates among nursing home staffers. 
Nursing homes in Louisiana reported 26 new “locally acquired” infections among residents in the week that ended 
Wednesday, a significant jump over the previous week, when just six such cases were reported. Locally acquired 
cases are those believed to have originated from exposure inside the facility. 
 



 

 

More than 79,000 COVID vaccines wasted in Louisiana, partially due to hesitancy 
Nola 7/28/21 

As coronavirus vaccine interest plummeted in Louisiana, the state saw a spike in the number of wasted shots, with 
more than 79,000 vaccine doses trashed largely because health providers couldn't find enough arms quickly enough. 
Wasted doses of the life-saving vaccines numbered fewer than 1,500 only four months ago. But data provided to 
The Associated Press by the Louisiana Department of Health showed the unused, discarded shots surged to more 
than 50 times that number by July 23. 
During an online news conference Wednesday, there was obvious consternation over low vaccination rates in the 
voice of Warner Thomas, CEO of the 40-hospital Ochsner Health system, where the COVID-19 patient count hit 
548 — a 700% increase from a month ago. 
 
FDA Lets Pharmacies Substitute Branded Insulin With Knockoff Product, in First for a Biologic Drug 

The Wall Street Journal 7/29/21 
For the first time, U.S. regulators have said that a knockoff version of a biologic drug is interchangeable with its 
branded equivalent, a milestone in the yearslong effort to bring greater competition to the market for expensive 
biologic drugs. 
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration on Wednesday said the biosimilar insulin product Semglee is 
interchangeable with Sanofi SA’s Lantus, a designation that allows pharmacists to automatically substitute Semglee 
for prescriptions for Lantus, one of the top-selling insulins in the world. 
Semglee is made by Viatris Inc. and Biocon Biologics Ltd. and was first approved by the FDA last year. But doctors 
would have to specifically prescribe the biosimilar version, rather than allowing pharmacists to substitute it for 
Lantus when filling the prescription. The companies said they would launch the product with new labeling on 
interchangeability before the end of the year. 
 

 
FDA Approves First Interchangeable Biosimilar Insulin Product for Treatment of Diabetes 

FDA 7/28/21 
Today, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration approved the first interchangeable biosimilar insulin product, 
indicated to improve glycemic control in adults and pediatric patients with Type 1 diabetes mellitus and in adults 
with Type 2 diabetes mellitus. Semglee (insulin glargine-yfgn) is both biosimilar to, and interchangeable with (can 
be substituted for), its reference product Lantus (insulin glargine), a long-acting insulin analog. Semglee (insulin 
glargine-yfgn) is the first interchangeable biosimilar product approved in the U.S. for the treatment of diabetes. 
Approval of these insulin products can provide patients with additional safe, high-quality and potentially cost-
effective options for treating diabetes. 
“This is a momentous day for people who rely daily on insulin for treatment of diabetes, as biosimilar and 
interchangeable biosimilar products have the potential to greatly reduce health care costs,” said Acting FDA 
Commissioner Janet Woodcock, M.D. “Today’s approval of the first interchangeable biosimilar product furthers 
FDA’s longstanding commitment to support a competitive marketplace for biological products and ultimately 
empowers patients by helping to increase access to safe, effective and high-quality medications at potentially lower 
cost.” 
 
 
 


