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Members, 

We can report that Christmas week brings some good news regarding COVID-19 in Louisiana. While the number of new cases 
daily was described by the Governor at his news conference on Tuesday as being at a “very high plateau” it is a plateau 
nonetheless. The White House provides the state with —by region— what they call “gating” criteria. As of December 20, the data 
show the following positive news:  

• The percent of positive cases (average for past 7 days) has plateaued or is decreasing in all 9 Regions. 

• The trajectory for number of positive cases has plateaued in the Shreveport Region and is decreasing in the Baton 
Rouge, Alexandria, and Monroe.  

• The COVID hospitalizations per capita have plateaued in the Thibodaux Region and they are decreasing in the 
Lafayette and Lake Charles Regions. 

The current emergency order maintaining “the status quo” is being extended by the Governor for an additional 21 days. 
Hospitalizations for COVID in Louisiana are up to 1675 as of today (December 23) and continue to be a 
cause for concern. Also, the number of patients in Louisiana who are on a ventilator is now 196 which is 
a significant increase from a week ago. 68 deaths attributed to COVID were reported today. Meanwhile, 
at the national level, NBC reported on their live news blog that the U.S. saw 3350 reported deaths from 
COVID yesterday (December 22) which represents the highest number reported on a single day yet. The 
previous record was set just last Wednesday.  

 

• December 25th—Christmas 

• December 31st—New Years Eve 

• January 6th (2PM-3PM)— 

COVID-19 Vaccination Provider 

Training  

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/coronavirus/article_037a5f7e-4496-11eb-a1b5-dbc9bcb5f295.html
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/LDHGatingCriteriaBriefing122120.pdf.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2872
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/blog/2020-12-22-covid-live-updates-vaccine-news-n1252058
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Congressman Luke Letlow’s office released an update today stating that he has been transferred from St. Francis Medical Center in 
Monroe to Oschner-Shreveport where he continue to be treated for COVID-19. Dr. Ghali, the LSU Health Shreveport Chancellor 
stated that Letlow is in stable condition in the ICU where he is receiving Remdesivir and steroids.  Luke has always been an 
attentive and good friend to us in his varying roles throughout his career, we’ve been in touch with him today by text and expressed 
our warm thoughts and prayers to him and his family.   

These continuing hospitalizations and deaths from COVID create a heightened sense of urgency to get the COVID vaccine from 
“vials to arms” and LDH has said that they are counting on independent pharmacists to be a huge factor in getting people in 
Louisiana immunized.  

COVID Vaccine Watch: This Week in Louisiana 

For the week 12/20 -12/27, this is what we know about Louisiana’s allocation of COVID vaccine and how it will be distributed 
according to LDH: Moderna’s newly authorized vaccine which was shipped beginning Sunday from McKesson’s new COVID 
vaccine distribution centers, including one in Olive Branch, MS : 

• 79,500 total doses   

 39,500 earmarked for nursing home/long-term care facility and staff via the CVS/Walgreens federal 
partnership program 

 43,600 doses shipped to Morris and Dickson for sub-distribution to Tier 2 hospitals and first responders (fire 
fighters/EMS) 

Pfizer vaccine (second weekly shipment) for this week is expected to be 

•  28,275 total doses and will continue to go to Tier 1 hospitals. 

Vaccine Tracking Tab Added to LDH Coronavirus Dashboard LDH has added a Vaccines tab to the Coronavirus dashboard on 
their website.  Current plans are to update the information at noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The dashboard is currently showing 
22,108 people have initiated the vaccine series [we should assume there is lag time getting information into the State’s LINKS 
vaccine tracking system] and 879 COVID 19 Vaccine Providers have been enrolled. We understand that some chain pharmacies 
including Walgreens submit data to LINKS in “real time” while CVS uses a “batch process” and uploads information from their 
internal system to LINKS one time daily. Use of LINKS in Louisiana has been mandatory since April 1. 

We Need Your Help! LIPA Survey for COVID Vaccine Planning Purposes With two COVID vaccines now approved, things 
are moving very rapidly in Louisiana's planning for COVID vaccination rollout when supply is more widely available. LIPA is 
currently participating in multiple workgroups with state officials working on the COVID vaccine initiative, including OPH, and 
we need to be able to provide an accurate assessment of the availability and capacity of our independent pharmacies to administer 
COVID vaccines throughout Louisiana. We have created a short survey here that will help us answer the questions we are being 
asked. Please take a few minutes and complete the survey as soon as possible.  We can’t work to get answers to your questions 
or address your concerns if we don’t know about them, so please send them our way. The last question on the survey is one way 
you can do this but also, do not hesitate to reach out to us via phone or email with questions, concerns, or suggestions.  
 

As a reminder, both Medicare and Louisiana Medicaid have announced that the reimbursement rate will be $28.39 for single 
dose vaccine and $16.94 for first dose and $28.39 for second dose for single dose vaccines. The reimbursement for uninsured 
persons available through HRSA is expected to be the same.  

 

Who’s Next in the COVID Vaccine Queue to Get the COVID Vaccine? The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 
(ACIP), in their meeting on Sunday, voted on recommendations to the CDC as to which populations should be include in Phase 1b 
and 1c for COVID vaccine prioritization. The Washington Post story characterizes the recommended priorities as “a compromise 
between the desire to shield people most likely to catch and transmit the virus, because they cannot socially distance or work from 
home, and the effort to protect people who are most prone to serious complications and death.” The senior population was 
bifurcated or split into age 75 and older and under age 75 and Phase 1b also includes certain “frontline essential workers” defined 
as first responders (firefighters, police), people in the education sector (teachers, support staff daycare), those who work in food 
and agriculture, those in manufacturing, corrections workers, US postal service workers, public transit workers and grocery store 
workers. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/mckesson-distribution-centers-ship-first-moderna-covid-19-vaccines
https://ldh.la.gov/Coronavirus/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=5Muzv9kxG022o7186Etrn3L7ZOFxl1VFqn7tVP43zXBUMk9KOFNKQlpEMkNPUTlXMlkzTzM1S0FXUS4u
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/12/20/covid-vaccine-front-line-workers/
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The committee’s vote also addressed an even larger group of people poised to gain access in the third phase. That larger group of 
129 million people — part of Phase 1c — is made up of a second tier of essential workers, adults 65 to 74 and adults 16 to 64 with 
high-risk medical conditions. 

It is important to note that while Louisiana has said it will use the ACIP recommendations in setting vaccine priorities, each state is 
ultimately responsible, with the final decision in Louisiana made by the Governor in consultation with the LDH Secretary and State 
Health Officer. Governor Abbott in Texas announced his state’s priority groups on Monday and Texas: people age 65 (not 75) and 
older and 2) people age 16 and older with underlying chronic health conditions that put them at increased risk for severe illness 
from COVID. Ohio’s Governor DeWine acted similarly as to persons aged 65 years and more.  

Lobbying is fierce among the various constituencies in the State who believe they should be given priority, according to an 
Associated Press story Analysis: tough choices about who’s next in line for vaccine.” The story mentions 50 requests (LDH 
indicated on a call on Monday that it is now 80 requests) to be included in a priority group. Examples of groups who have sent e-
mails and letters asking for priority status are Cheniere Energy for employees of its liquified petroleum facility, Southwest Airlines 
for their workers, Chiropractic Association of Louisiana for chiropractors, American Sugar Cane League for sugar cane factory 
workers, Eastern District of Louisiana for their federal judges, and the National Chicken Council for chicken factory workers. The 
American Diabetes Associations wants priority for the 434,000 Louisianans with diabetes. Louisiana’s Education superintendent 
wants 166,000 employees at daycare facilities, pre-K and K-12 to be a priority.  

You Can Get Reimbursement for COVID Vaccine Administration to Uninsured Persons While 1.8 million (39%) of 
Louisianans are currently enrolled in Medicaid and more than 700K others have Medicare coverage, we have tens of thousands of 
uninsured adults in Louisiana. Reimbursement for administration of the COVID to uninsured persons is available and will be at the 
Medicare rate (which Louisiana Medicaid is using as well. As a reminder, that rate is $28.39 for a single dose COVID vaccine and 
$16.94 for the first dose and then $28.39 for the second dose if two shots are required. Both the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 
require two doses. LIPA has prepared a one-page fact sheet with more information on getting reimbursement.  

NEW LIPA Immunization-Related CPE Activity Louisiana Independent Pharmacies Association is accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. Registration will open soon for a 
new LIPA Continuing Pharmacy Education (CPE) activity designed to meet this HHS requirement included in the PREP Act to 
order and/or administer COVID vaccines: The licensed pharmacist and pharmacy technician must complete a minimum of two 
hours of ACPE-accredited, immunization-related continuing pharmacy education during each state licensing period.” One of the 
areas covered will be COVID vaccine” hesitance” and will look at the different reasons that people give for not getting the vaccine 
[some key differences from reasons people give for not getting the flu vaccine], four groupings into which people fall for COVID 
vaccine communication purposes, and talking points and strategies pharmacists and pharmacy technicians can use to increase 
patient confidence and trust in the COVID vaccine. A CPE activity we are developing for delivery beginning in January will recap 
all of the specific federal (CDC) and state (OPH) requirements for COVID vaccine administration.  

Louisiana Medicaid Enrollment in Up 13% in 2020 The Advocate published an in-depth story looking at the surge in Louisiana 
Medicaid enrollment during the pandemic. The bottom-line numbers that jumped out to us are that the number of people enrolled 
increased by 208+ K from November 2019 to November 2020, a jump of about 13%.  In all, nearly 1.8 million people in Louisiana 
– about 39% of the state's 4.6 million residents – were receiving Medicaid as of last month. 

Bookmark This Page for LDH COVID 19 Vaccine Provider Updates LDH has created a webpage for important provider 
updates and documents pertinent to COVID vaccines. An addition to the page on 12/18 is Health Alert Message 2052: COVID 19 
Vaccination Severe/Allergic Reaction Reporting Update. OPH has set up a number that is staffed 24/7 to report severe reactions to 
the COVID vaccine that require hospitalization. (To date, none have been reported). This reporting is in addition to the requirement 
that providers report all COVID-19 vaccination related adverse events/reactions to the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System 
(VAERS) managed by the CDC and FDA. 

Register Now for COVID-19 Vaccination Provider Training January 6 We spotted the following information on LDH’s 
COVID Immunization Provider Website:  On Wednesday 1/6/2021 from 2 PM to 3 PM Central Time, ACMT's COVID-19 series 
will continue in 2021 with a presentation exploring the topic of the COVID-19 vaccine. In this webinar, Dr. Satish Pillai, Senior 
Liaison to Operation Warp Speed from the CDC COVID-19 Vaccine Task Force, will provide an update on the current status of 
COVID-19 vaccine implementation. Specific topics include the vaccine distribution strategy, vaccine safety strategy, and clinical 
considerations for vaccine administration. Click here to register. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://apnews.com/article/john-bel-edwards-coronavirus-pandemic-nursing-homes-louisiana-5840fd234a7b1bcec20552d61a7d504f
https://lipanow-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/don_lipanow_org/EQfpNC8p7YtPrFzKo_5yXJQBCeuWO5HQYff7Wvc7m2fyLA?e=PDwCdW
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/politics/legislature/article_0dbc69f6-417f-11eb-b1ad-779ea34243b4.html
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/4094
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-PHCH/Center-PH/immunizations/HANS20-52-COVID-19-Vaccination-Severe-Allergic-Reaction-Reporting.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-PHCH/Center-PH/immunizations/HANS20-52-COVID-19-Vaccination-Severe-Allergic-Reaction-Reporting.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/4093
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_q7B4HOMySkmawFh31lqhFw
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Walmart v. U.S. Department of Justice & U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency Litigation In October, Walmart preemptively sued 
the federal government and filed a partial motion for summary judgment in anticipation of an opioid-related civil lawsuit from the 
DOJ and DEA. Walmart said the government identified hundreds of doctors that wrote problematic prescriptions that Walmart 
allegedly should not have filled. That goes to the heart of the lawsuit - the government’s regulatory and enforcement scheme, 
which is not publicly available but is colloquially known as a “Red Flag,” and the filling practices of Walmart’s pharmacists.  

 

After a multi-year investigation by the DOJ’s Prescription Interdiction & Litigation Task Force, the federal government responded 
on Tuesday in a civil complaint filed in the U.S. District Court of Delaware.  The complaint alleges Walmart “knowingly filled 
thousands of controlled substance prescriptions that were not issued for legitimate medical purposes or in the usual course of 
medical practice, and that it filled prescriptions outside the ordinary course of pharmacy practice.” The complaint also includes 
Walmart’s distribution centers.  

According to Walmart, Red Flags are “factors DEA believes may indicated that a prescription might not have been issued for a 
legitimate medical purpose.” However, the Controlled Substances Act and its implementing regulations do not address Red Flags 
or identify any particular factors as a Red Flag. Further, the federal government has never issued any rule or regulation through 
notice-and-comment rulemaking in accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act that impose obligations regarding Red 
Flags. This is an ongoing issue throughout the country, including in Louisiana, that will now garner much more public attention 
due to the Walmart lawsuit. We will continue to track the litigation and provides updates as frequently as possible.  

Revisiting Pharmacy Reimbursement Laws and Regulations Since the United States Supreme Court issued its opinion in 
Rutledge v. PCMA, which affirmed states’ authority to regulate pharmacy reimbursements, states and their insurance departments 
have been reviewing complaints from patients and providers that were previously stalled due to objections from PBMs that the 
complaints at issue were preempted by federal law. LIPA is working with regulators in an effort to determine whether prior 
complaints can be revisited or if they must be resubmitted anew.   

In addition to reviewing prior complaints, state regulators are also examining new issues and existing Louisiana laws and 
regulations with renewed vigor. One in particular was recently brought to the attention of LIPA, several PSAOs, and others - 
effective rate pricing (ERP). ERP has been prohibited in other states, but Louisiana remains susceptible to the practice despite 
having similar prohibitions in its laws. In addition to several other laws that we believe prohibit ERP, La. Revised Statute 22:1863
(2) specifically mentions ERP and only permits a PBM to use ERP for a pharmacy that has more than ten (10) retail outlets under 
its corporate umbrella. LIPA believes this prohibition is clear and we will continue to work with the Department of Insurance and 
the Department of Justice to protect your pharmacies and patients. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://lipanow-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/don_lipanow_org/EQ6TNavww9xMhRn6q_k2Kl0BTyXGTrQvXHmHomRQNkdxMw?e=528adw
https://lipanow-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/don_lipanow_org/EQ6TNavww9xMhRn6q_k2Kl0BTyXGTrQvXHmHomRQNkdxMw?e=528adw
https://lipanow-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/don_lipanow_org/ERlo_zrvNwpOgP0OpVpanKkBiNFUQH8GSaaB6DlZwcQD6Q?e=zkktBy
https://www.justice.gov/opa/press-release/file/1347906/download
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/20pdf/18-540_m64o.pdf
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=919537
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=919537

