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In this week’s issue: 

• Nearly Twenty Years of Progress for Louisiana Independent Pharmacies 

• Legislative Update & La. 5th Congressional District Results 

• Federal Policies Impacting Louisiana Pharmacies 

• Making the Most of Open Enrollment 

• Reporting Requirements for CARES Provider Relief Payments HHS’s 

• Update on COVID Vaccine for Nursing Home Residents & Employees 

• NCPA Gearing Up to Launch “The Truth Campaign” in 2021 

• LIPA Membership Includes Access to PUTT Resources 
 

Members, 

Louisiana Senator Bill Cassidy, in his acceptance speech on Tuesday night gave a shout 
out to LIPA member pharmacists and LIPA President and CEO Randal Johnson that 
highlights what LIPA seeks to achieve: 

Let me tell you a story. Randal Johnson bought a pharmacist up to Washington, DC and Randal said ‘You’ve got to talk to this 
guy.” The guy talks to me and says “I’m a pharmacist. I’ve been dealing with insurance companies that if I tell a patient its 
cheaper if she pays cash than her insurance deductible, I lose my contract.” Think about that. The pharmacist can’t be the 
advocate for the patient or else the pharmacist loses his contract. That’s not fair; we wrote a bill. The President signed that bill. All 
because a pharmacist from Hammond spoke to me. That gag cause is now limited . . .  because of that pharmacist from Louisiana 
those gag clauses are now forbidden across the nation and that’s the way representative government is supposed to work and that’s 
the way I will work for you. 

Nearly Twenty Years of Progress for Louisiana Independent Pharmacies Tuesday night’s very public recognition by Senator 
Cassidy of LIPA’s influence and role in getting a new federal law on the books highlights the many years of progress made since 
LIPA’s was founded in July of 2001 at a time when community pharmacies in Louisiana were largely marginalized. As we 
approach LIPA’s 20th anniversary next year, we acknowledge and appreciate the vision of LIPA founding members Ricky Guidry, 
Andy Soileau, Allen Cassidy, Nolton Causey, Marty McKay, David Osborn and the late Johnny LeTard.  

 

In LIPA staff’s recent interviews with some of the founding members, they stressed that independent pharmacies in our state have 
not always received the respect and recognition that exists today. Original founders of LIPA say that in 2001, they noticed a lack of 
voice for independent pharmacy owners and pharmacists.  Louisiana had pharmacy associations in place including LPA and the 
founding of LIPA was not meant to diminish the value of existing associations but to complement them. In order to demonstrate 
this, LIPA still to this day pays LPA member dues for members of LIPA. In the coming months, we will be recounting more LIPA 
history in the newsletter along with reflections by the founding members.  

 

 
• November 18th—Board of 

Pharmacy Meeting 

• November 19th—LIPA Board 
Meeting 

• November 30th—Open 
enrollment deadline for 
Healthy Louisiana Medicaid 

• December 7th—Open 
enrollment deadline for 
Medicare 

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCptcewFiirQPVTnf2OJXOxw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCptcewFiirQPVTnf2OJXOxw
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Legislative Update & La. 5th Congressional District Results Gov. Edwards recently signed House Bill 39 by Rep. Zeringue, 
relative to supplemental appropriations for Fiscal Year 2020-2021. However, prior to signing HB39, Gov. Edwards exercised his 
line-item veto authority and vetoed six items. The items struck from the bill: prohibited La. Public Defender Board Program from 
using funds to renovate or purchase office space for public defenders without approval; provided for neighborhood security 
cameras in Houma; funded improvement and construction of a lighthouse in Madisonville; and provided for community 
waterworks in Grant Parish. The other vetoed items appropriated funds to the South La. Wetlands Discovery Center and 
established a dog park at the East Houma airbase. The Legislature can override Gov. Edwards’ line-item vetoes in HB39, but no 
such attempted is expected.  
 

The race to replace Congressman Ralph Abraham, M.D. will go to a runoff. Congressman Abraham’s Chief of Staff, Luke Letlow, 
received roughly 33% of the votes cast on Tuesday. He will go to a runoff with current Louisiana House of Representatives 
member Lance Harris, who received roughly 17% of the votes cast. The other seven candidates (four Democrats and three 
Republicans) split the remainder of the vote. The 5th District is the largest congressional district in Louisiana, covering: Monroe, 
Ruston, Alexandria, Opelousas, St. Francisville, and Bogalusa. Mr. Letlow and Rep. Harris have both been strong advocates of 
independent community pharmacies in their current roles. LIPA is supporting both candidates and looks forward to continuing 
those relationships.    
 

Federal Policies Impacting Louisiana Pharmacies Now that the state and federal election season is at long last winding down, 
we hope to finally begin seeing movement on the drug pricing and pharmacy-related policy matters that have been put on hold until 
“after the election.”  As a reminder, when it comes to Medicare policy, Congress can pass new laws or changes can be made at the 
executive and Department/ Agency level (HHS/CMS). Presidential Executive Orders direct the Department or Agency to take 
actions (rulemaking) to implement the goal of the order. Even with a change in leadership at HHS and CMS, changes in Medicare 
policy we are hoping to see [DIR fee reform is at the top of the list] will not be realized immediately. It remains to be seen whether 
the new Congress will be able to agree on and pass legislation that lowers the cost of prescription drugs, including meaningful 
changes to DIR fees like in the Phair Act that was introduced in the Senate but never acted on. 
 

Making the Most of Open Enrollment As of the beginning of the work week on Monday, just four weeks remain in the 2020 
annual Medicare Open Enrollment period. Medicare Open Enrollment ends December 7 and much more is at stake for both 
patients and pharmacies for Medicare plans than for Medicaid. Unlike Louisiana Medicaid, Medicare does not have a single 
formulary and pharmacy reimbursement policies for independent pharmacies. If you have not yet done so, consider taking the 
following actions to assist your patients: 

• Use your Facebook page and other social media to communicate your availability to do Medicare Plan comparisons. 
Hometown Pharmacy in Springfield posted the following on their Facebook page this week:  

**ATTENTION MEDICARE PATIENTS** 

It’s OPEN ENROLLMENT and we are doing FREE Medicare plan comparison reports all day so that you can make sure 
you are in the cheapest plan for you! Some patients save hundreds of dollars by switching plans. Please call 
HOMETOWN PHARMACY and ask for Ashley to be put on our list for consultations. 

Thank you and have a great day! 

• Run reports in Amplicare to help in targeting patients for either a text message or phone call offering to assist them in 
comparing Medicare plans (and selecting a “Win/Win” plan that benefits first and foremost the patient but also the 
pharmacy) 

While Medicare Open Enrollment is now 1/3 over, there’s still plenty of time to actively engage in assisting patients with Plan 
comparisons and pointing out plans that are a Win/Win. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1192717
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/members?ID=52
https://legis.la.gov/archive/202ES/veto/hb39v.pdf
https://lukeletlow.com
https://electlance.com
https://abraham.house.gov/about/our-district
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Reporting Requirements for CARES Provider Relief Payments HHS’s Provider Relief Fund website—the “one stop shop” for 
official information about CARES Act Provider Relief Payment—has been updated with additional information regarding the 
Reporting Requirements for providers that are described in the Terms and Conditions. Recipients of funds exceeding $10,000 in 
the aggregate must report intent, use of funds, and other data. While the online portal that providers will use for reporting is not 
scheduled to open until January 15, 2021 the website has links to the amended and “final” (November 2) post-payment reporting 
requirements including the data elements that you will be required to report as well as a one-page summary of reporting guideline 
for payments of more than $10,000. The first deadline for reporting on expenditures will be February 15, 2021.  

Update on COVID Vaccine for Nursing Home Residents & Employees The Department of Health, Office of Public Health sent 
a memo on Monday, November 2nd “strongly encouraging” all Louisiana nursing homes and assisted living facilities to sign-up for 
the Pharmacy Partnership for Long-term Care (LTC) Program and the deadline was extended to today, November 6th to do so. This 
is the recently announced federal HHS program in which CVS and Walgreens would assume responsibility for all aspects of 
COVID vaccines onsite at nursing homes and assisted living centers once a vaccine is approved and immunization is 
recommended, and provide them with no co-pay.  While nursing homes are not required to participate in the Pharmacy Partnership 
for LTC Program, according to the OPH memo. 

If facilities choose not to participate in this program, they may be responsible for all aspects of vaccine supply and administration-
-including, accessing vaccine (e.g., via state allocation mechanisms) and associated supplies (e.g., syringes, needles, and personal 
protective equipment), ensuring cold chain management (may range from refrigerated to frozen storage), providing /coordinating 
administration of vaccine, and reporting required patient-level vaccination data to the state/jurisdictional public health authorities 
within 24 hours of administering dose.  

A majority of nursing homes and assisted living facilities in Louisiana have already signed up for this important program. The 
deadline to sign-up was extended by CDC last week to ensure all sites take advantage of this opportunity. The LDH – Office of 
Public Health is confident that this program will be the most efficient method for facilities to get their residents vaccinated early. 
Please sign-up today.  

NCPA Gearing Up to Launch “The Truth Campaign” in 2021 Our federal partner NCPA reached out this week to share that 
Louisiana is one of the states that will be targeted in their upcoming “The Truth Campaign” designed to rebut the very aggressive 
negative campaign that PCMA has launched against independent pharmacies in Louisiana and other states. We are strategizing on 
how they can best coordinate with other states and LIPA’s efforts and assure consistent messaging. We will be supporting these 
efforts as “The Truth Campaign” will be focused on educating lawmakers, policymakers, consumers taxpayers, and any other 
stakeholders on what the PBMs are doing to increase costs and limit patient access. The messaging will include print and radio 
advertising, social media, videos, campaign literature, and earned media.  Some of the key points we all want to convey 

• PBMs are responsible for rising drug costs. 

• PBMS restrict patient access to pharmacies. 

• PBMs make millions while overcharging and pocketing savings. 

• PBM increase costs to state healthcare programs. 

LIPA Membership Includes Access to PUTT Resources Another partnership and strong working relationship that LIPA has 
developed in the last couple of years is with is with the national advocacy organization Pharmacists United for Truth and 
Transparency (PUTT) and their Executive Director Monique Whitney who we’ve been working with closely.  In appreciation, 
PUTT has extended an invitation to LIPA members to consider officially joining PUTT, and it's free to LIPA members!  PUTT 
members enjoy access to member-only content (articles, infographics, etc); PUTT programs (often at no cost for members) and a 
strong network of like-minded pharmacy owners and champions across the country. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/reporting-auditing/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/post-payment-notice-of-reporting-requirements-november-2020.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/post-payment-notice-of-reporting-requirements-november-2020.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/reporting-requirements-summary.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/513b9959001/bd146908-8bb1-4905-be45-9e43fad38785.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__truthrx.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=K0ep5LeFMBxYyRHndI0GudO9zP4caDmwr84OLtYdUW4&m=UEX5z-6gDLhmQ61NwzGuO79ClLaCmdrpaOFlXjucVJE&s=yk_bXf72XdKcJn9HVQjgFbtW9C9ns2dSv-kLou5F9So&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__truthrx.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=K0ep5LeFMBxYyRHndI0GudO9zP4caDmwr84OLtYdUW4&m=UEX5z-6gDLhmQ61NwzGuO79ClLaCmdrpaOFlXjucVJE&s=yk_bXf72XdKcJn9HVQjgFbtW9C9ns2dSv-kLou5F9So&e=
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A national advocacy organization of 300+ pharmacists/pharmacy owners working together to restore the balance of power away 
from the largest PBMs and back to pharmacies and patients, PUTT advocates at the state level, engages the media with news 
stories and produces content that educates payers and empowers pharmacists to become more involved in the decisions that affect 
their businesses. PUTT states that their members can be bold, outspoken and gregarious - or they can be silent heroes working in 
the background.   

PUTT membership is free to LIPA members and is as easy as emailing Shannon Wightman-Girard (Shannon@TruthRx.org) for a 

membership registration link (it would help if you let her know you're a LIPA member).  They look forward to welcoming you as 
official PUTT members! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
mailto:Shannon@TruthRx.org

