
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WILL YOU BE ATTENDING THE LIPA MEMBER MEETING IN COVINGTON? 
LIPA will be hosting a member meeting beginning at 8:30AM on July 23rd preceded by a LIPA Board Meeting at 
the Southern Hotel in Covington, LA. If you plan to spend the night, reservations there can be made 844-866-1907. 
While we have a packed agenda planned, with multiple guest speakers from out of state as well as Louisiana elected 
statewide officials, state and federal legislators and/or staff as LIPA—which was organized in July of 2001—
recognizes its twentieth anniversary.  We hope to complete the day by 5:00PM. Topics of discussion—with 
opportunity to earn CPE credit for some of them—include: 1) understanding PBM contracts, 2) current trends in 
state laws impacting the practice of pharmacy, 3) use by states of transparent contracting including “reverse 
auctions” in pharmacy procurement, and a session on recapping pharmacy issues within the Department of 
Insurance vs. LA Board of Pharmacy as well as matters not in their purview but that LIPA staff may be able to 
provide assistance. 
There is no registration fee for the conference, but we need to get a head count for logistical planning purposes. If 
you plan to attend, please let us know by sending us an email to communications@lipa.org no later than July 14 or 
calling Danielle Hodge at 225-308-2030. 
Confirmed speakers for the four sessions include: 

• Benjamin Jolley, Independent Pharmacist and Consultant from the Salt Lake City, Utah area; 

• Mark Blum, Executive Director of America’s Agenda, Washington, DC. and the PBM Accountability 
Project;  

• Senator Fred Mills, Chairman of Louisiana Senate Health & Welfare Committee; 

• Mark Cuker and Conor McCabe, Attorneys with Jacobs Law Group in Philadelphia;  

• Attorneys  Robert “Skeeter” Salim from Natchitoches and JR Whaley from Baton Rouge; and 

• Monique Whitney, Executive Director at Physicians United for Transparency & Truth (PUTT)  
“STARTLING” NEW SURGE IN COVID CASES IN LOUISIANA  
Yesterday (Thursday, July 8th), LDH held a press briefing to raise awareness of the recent upward trend in new 
COVID cases and hospitalizations in our state. Here are some of the key takeaways from nola.com’s online story: 

• The Delta variant—first identified in India and now very much prevalent in Louisiana—is about twice as 
contagious as the original COVID virus and has an “enhanced ability to evade protective antibodies.” It is 
already responsible for over half of the new cases in our state. 

• “A startling new surge in cases” has the “previously beaten-back virus once again on the rise.” 

• Over the last week, cases have increased by 3,360, the biggest spike since March 4, the tail-end of the 
winter surge. 
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• Cases have more than doubled over the last 14 days, likely an effect of the more contagious Delta variant 
making its way into unvaccinated hosts. 

• The current # 1 COVID “hotspot” in Louisiana based on number of new cases in the last week is Region 9 
(which includes Tangipahoa, Livingston, St. Helena, St. Tammany, and Washington Parishes) with Region 
8 in second. [The nola.com story includes a chart showing –for comparison purposes--new cases by Region 
for the weeks ending June 30 and July 8.] 

• Just 39% of Louisianans have received at least one dose of the vaccine, second to last ahead of Mississippi. 
For fully vaccinated, we are slightly better at fourth to last. 

• Most seniors in Louisiana—who made up the majority of deaths from COVID before vaccines were 
available-- have been vaccinated and are protected by vaccines.  

• Natural immunity (previously infected with COVID) does not protect one from the Delta variant. We 
understand having had COVID is sited by some as the reason they see no need to get the vaccine. 

• Since the vaccines became available, over 99% of coronavirus deaths in Louisiana were in people who 
were unvaccinated.  

• Just 27 of the 3,920 deaths were among people who were fully vaccinated—so-called “breakthrough cases” 
and the average age of “serious” breakthrough cases is 78-years old. 

• The state has averaged 45 to 65 deaths per week over the last couple months, so the reality is “COVID is 
not finished with us.” 

CONCERNS ABOUT LACK OF HEALTHCARE WORKERS CHOOSING TO GET VACCINE 
BRProud.com--in their reporting on LDH’s Thursday press conference—notes that with cases doubling in the past 
week, Dr. Joseph Kanter, State Health Officer, said that a concern is the lack of healthcare workers in Louisiana 
choosing to get vaccinated. “They are going to be in contact with more and more patients if these numbers continue 
to increase. And that puts a risk on their shoulders and their family members.” One reason frequently cited by nurses 
and other health care workers who have not yet gotten the vaccine is that it isn’t FDA approved (it still only has 
Emergency Use Authorization at this point). Dr. Kanter said he expects to see more people get the vaccine once it is 
fully approved by the FDA but stressed that “now [emphasis added] is the time to get vaccinated. We have the added 
vulnerability because of the summertime.” 
PFIZER COVID VACCINE EXPIRATION DATE OF 07/2021 
We received an inquiry from a LIPA member yesterday asking whether a Pfizer vaccine just received with an 
expiration date of 07/2021 is already expired. Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine has a valid expiration date located on the 
vaccine vial and carton (unlike Moderna and J&J vaccines which need to have the Lot # entered online to find the 
Expiration Date). A vaccine with an expiration date of 07/2021 is good through the end of the month of July 
regardless of how it is stored. All three of the COVID-19 vaccines authorized in the U.S. currently have a maximum 
expiration date of six months, depending on how they are stored. So, in this case, the pharmacy has only until the 
end of the month to use the vaccine even if it stored in the freezer.  
While researching this issue we came across a July 1 Times of Israel story indicating that Israel has appealed to 
Pfizer to extend the date on 1.4 million vials of vaccine with an 07/21 expiration date but Pfizer has said no. “The 
biotech company told Israel that it does not currently have enough information to ensure that the doses would still 
be safe beyond their current expiration dates.” 
CDC UPDATES GUIDANCE ON MASKS FOR VACCINATED TEACHERS & STUDENTS 
With school starting in early August in many Louisiana parishes, this breaking news today from the CDC is huge: 
vaccinated teachers and children don’t have to wear masks inside school buildings (which sounds like a very strong 
incentive to us and can be anticipated to increase demand for the vaccine). 
 If you need a Pfizer vaccine—and you may want to have at least a couple of vials of Pfizer vaccine to fill requests 
for 12–17-year-old even if you primarily stock Moderna—keep in mind that smaller quantities are only shipped 
twice weekly so it is recommended that you put your order in LINKS before the “last minute.” Morris & Dickson 
has noticed that there can be a delay between when the order is placed and when it is actually received by them.  As 
a reminder, Pfizer vaccine comes 6 doses to a vial and can be ordered in small quantities (multiples of six).  



 

 

NEW: LHC COVID VACCINE INCENTIVE OF $25 FOR BOTH MEMBERS & PROVIDERS 
Louisiana Healthcare Connections (LHCC), the largest Louisiana Medicaid MCO with more than a half million 
members statewide, announced today their “Get Vaccinated, Get $25” Campaign which will run throughout the 
month of July.  
LHCC Providers --including pharmacists--who administer a COVID vaccine to a LHCC member between now (July 
9) and July 31 will receive a $25 bonus payment in addition to the standard Medicaid reimbursement. This bonus 
payment from LHCC is in addition to the $37.08 standard COVID vaccine reimbursement and $32.60 for in-home 
COVID vaccine administration (Claim must be submitted with Rx code 01-home) specified in the Medicaid COVID 
Vaccine Fee Schedule (revised June 17th).  
LHCC Members who have received at least one vaccine at any time are eligible for a $25 reward loaded directly to 
their My Health Pays reward card by visiting louisianahealthconnect.com/Get25 . 
 
FIRST “SHOT AT A MILLION” DRAWING WINNERS ANNOUNCED NEXT WEEK 
If you have gotten the vaccine yourself, have you registered for the Shot at a Million drawing? The deadline to 
register for the first weekly drawing is tonight (July 9th) at 11:59 PM. The first week winners (a $100,000 prize for 
age 18 and above and $100,000 college scholarship) will be announced next Friday, July 16th. 
 For LIPA members who are enrolled as COVID 19 vaccine providers: 

• How many people who are eligible to register for their Shot at a Million got at least one dose of COVID 
vaccine at your pharmacy? This is something you can note in social media posts when you Share the LDH 
or Governor’s Office post about the Shot at a Million. 

• Do you have patients that got the vaccine but need help registering for their Shot at a Million? It takes just a 
couple of minutes to complete the registration for someone else. You will need their DOB, Name, Address, 
Driver’s License or State ID #, Last 4 Digits of SSN and Provider/Town where they received the vaccine. 
This is a service you can consider offering to your customers. 

COSTCO SITED AS “POSTER CHILD” FOR LOW-COST GENERICS 
(But let’s not forget independent pharmacies rank right there with them in savings to consumers). 
A CNN story this week, reporting an analysis that showed Costco could have saved Medicare $2.6 billion dollars, 
caught our attention because it brought to mind previous Consumer Reports reporting that the average drug costs at 
independent pharmacies they surveyed compared favorably with Costco. The research showed that the Medicare 
Part D Program paid far more for 184 common generic drugs than Costco charged uninsured patients for the same 
drug. The “Delta” (difference) in overspending increased by $900m in just one year. In explaining the implications 
to CNN, Erin Trish, one of the USC researchers noted that the generic medicine industry is already competitive and 
allowing Medicare to negotiate drug prices would have little impact here. The real problem is—you guessed it—
“intermediaries.” The issue is more about bringing additional transparency to the supply chain and to the practice 
of spread pricing, where PBMs keep a portion of the amount paid for a drug as profit, Trish said. 
CNN noted that Sen. Ron Wyden, who chairs the powerful Senate Finance Committee, has included transparency 
measures in his drug price legislation, which never made it out of committee. Last month, in a renewed effort to 
push for reform, he issued a set of principles that include shedding light on supply chain practices.  
Here is a link that includes the results of Consumer Reports’ secret shopper survey  that found Costco to be the 
second lowest option (only online pharmacy Healthwarehouse.com was slightly cheaper for the consumer). Their 
survey showed that the average cost for independents was only $2 more than Costco and hundreds less than chains 
including Walmart, Grocery Stores, Walgreens, and CVS/ Target. We note that the reasons cited for lower drug 
costs a Costco (“offering a no-frills experience, with no 24-hour service and pharmacies closed on Sundays” is a 
distinction of independent pharmacies as well! 
WRITTEN COMMENTS ON LA MEDICAID MCO RFP DUE BY 3 PM ON JULY 16 
One way to think of submitting written comments and questions on an RFP issued by a branch of state government 
is that it is an opportunity to “speak now” if you have changes while there is still time for the issuer of the RFP to 
make tweaks via clarifications and if warranted, RFP Addendums. It is too late to protest provisions in the RFP itself 
once the contract awards are announced. The window for doing so is during the written comment period.  



 

 

Do you have questions or comments about the Medicaid pharmacy program under the new MCO contracts that are 
scheduled to be effective “on or about” July 1, 2022? The Schedule of Events (Section 1.6 of the RFP) indicates that 
LDH’s deadline to publish answers to written comments received is Friday, August 6, 2021. 
We are of course keenly interested in the anticipated RFP that LDH will be releasing to select a single PBM for 
Louisiana Medicaid—with the projected go live date . . . at the same time as new MCO contracts.  One issue we 
intend to bring forward is the 1% cap on mail-order drugs that has been in the Louisiana Medicaid MCO contracts 
since pharmacy was added as a benefit. While that seems like a very low number, 1% mail order could actually 
allow for significant expansion of mail order drugs.  Our past discussions with the state leadership and Medicaid 
program administrators was for mail order to not expand beyond that which was historically utilized by the fee-for-
service Medicaid program. What is the current Louisiana Medicaid baseline for this metric for each of the five 
Medicaid MCOs? 
A CONVERSATION WITH LIPA FOUNDING MEMBER NOLTON CAUSEY 
Recognizing that LIPA would be marking its 20th anniversary in July 2021, LIPA staff has conducted interviews 
with some of the LIPA founding members (who were Ricky Guidry, Andy Soileau, Allen Cassidy, Nolton Causey, 
Marty McKay, and the late Johnny Letard) which we will be sharing over the next several months along with 
spotlighting current LIPA members. 
LIPA caught up with founding member Nolton Causey who indicated he is very much enjoying retirement, while 
looking forward to seeing friends at the LPA convention this October. He graduated from ULM’s College of 
Pharmacy 50+ years ago (in 1969) and began his career working at Phoenix Drugs in Leesville which he described 
as “a wonderful opportunity” to start out as a new practicing pharmacist and get to know all of his patients 
individually. From there he moved to Natchitoches and opened his own pharmacy. After changing the direction of 
their retail pharmacy practice at his store, he and his family opened the Louisiana-based PBM Southern Scripts, 
which in 9 + years has successfully grown to be a PBM that actually helps pharmacies get fairly reimbursement by 
giving the rebate money back to the over 1000 employer groups across the U.S. for whom they provide PBM 
services. 
According to Nolton, the same conditions seen in 2001—domination by third party payers—continues to exist in 
2021, making LIPA’s work just as important now as it was at its inception. 
As for LIPA successes, he points to successfully addressing reimbursement issues that existed at the time, getting 
14-day prompt pay for most payers, independent pharmacists elected to legislature and serving as an ongoing forum 
for independent pharmacies to communicate and sharing emerging concerns with peers, allowing for rapid response. 
Going forward he would like to see independent pharmacies focus on how they can operate more efficiently and also 
see them “operate a little bolder.” He is confident that independent pharmacies working within their communities 
can use their knowledge and abilities to provide high quality healthcare to their patients. 
NCPA ANNUAL CONFERENCE OCTOBER 9-12 IN CHARLOTTE NC 
Our federal partner NCPA will be hosting their first “in person” gathering of any kind in two years and it is the 
Annual NCPA Convention in Charlotte, NC October 9-12 Registration is now open. You can check out some of the 
Business Education offerings here. How important is Building Your Online Presence? The session description notes 
that the average American spends five hours a day (!) on their smartphone, making it increasingly critical to have an 
online marketing strategy and social media presence. Other topics include Appointment-Based Technology Tips & 
Tricks, Expanded Roles for Pharmacy Technicians, Getting Caught Up with Childhood Immunizations, “Lessons 
Learned from COVID 19” [our paraphrase of session that will be hosted by CPESN], Simplifying Medicare Part B 
Billing, as well as sessions focused on LTC pharmacy and point of care testing. 
Dates to know 
July 22-23, LIPA Board Meeting in Covington  
October 9-12, NCPA Annual Convention in Charlotte, NC   
October 14-16, LPA Annual Convention & Trade Show in Alexandria, LA  
October 22, LIPA Board meeting in Monroe   
October 23, Homecoming Tailgate ULM vs South Alabama  
November 20, LIPA hosted ULM/LSU Tiger Stadium  



 

 

In the NEWS: 
Biden to issue executive order to curtail noncompete clauses 

The Hill 07/07/2021 
President Biden plans to sign an executive order to crack down on noncompete agreements used by employers to 
prevent their employees from moving to rival firms, the White House announced Wednesday. 
The president’s order would encourage the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) to ban or limit noncompete 
agreements. 
“Roughly half of private sector businesses require at least some employees to enter noncompete agreements, 
affecting over 30 million people. This affects construction workers, hotel workers, many blue-collar jobs, not just 
high-level executives. He believes that if someone offers you a better job, you should be able to take it. It makes 
sense,” White House press secretary Jen Psaki said during a press briefing. 
 

Digital Pharmacies Filling Orders Online Go After CVS, Walgreens 
 

Bloomberg 07/07/2021 
Filling a prescription can be time-consuming and frustrating. There’s the trip to the pharmacy, then the wait in line. 
Best case, you walk away with your medication. Worst case, you learn the drug is too expensive, and you leave 
empty-handed. Tech companies say they can do better than the brick-and-mortar chains most Americans visit for 
their pills, saving customers time, money, and headaches with their apps.  
At least a dozen startups are trying to disrupt a $465 billion U.S. industry, in which sales are largely concentrated 
among 15 big pharmacies, led by CVS Health Corp. and Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc., according to researcher 
Drug Channels Institute. Amazon.com Inc. gave the emerging sector a vote of confidence with its 2018 acquisition 
of PillPack, which delivers prescription drugs in packets sorted by when they’re meant to be taken. The $753 million 
deal was a springboard that helped Amazon build a broader digital pharmacy business. Three closely watched 
startups, Alto, Capsule, and Medly, have together raised more than $650 million since January 2020.  
 
                                                   WCU School of Pharmacy receives full accreditation 
 

Picayune Item 07/06/2021 
The William Carey University School of Pharmacy has received full accreditation from the Accreditation Council 

for Pharmacy Education (ACPE). 
Located at WCU’s Tradition campus, the School of Pharmacy is one of only a handful of accelerated programs in 

the country. Students complete the program in two years and 10 months – instead of the usual four years. The 
curriculum includes classroom instruction and experiential learning, as well as clinical rotations at pharmacies and 

healthcare organizations in Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Pfizer says it's time for a Covid booster; FDA and CDC say not so fast 
CNN 7/09/21 

Drugmaker Pfizer said Thursday it is seeing waning immunity from its coronavirus vaccine and says it is picking up 
its efforts to develop a booster dose that will protect people from variants. 
Pfizer said it would soon publish data about a third dose of vaccine and submit it to the US Food and Drug 
Administration, European Medicines Agency and other regulators. The company specified it would seek FDA 
emergency use authorization for a booster dose in August. 
But in an unusual move, two top federal agencies said Americans don't need boosters yet and said it was not up to 
companies alone to decide when they might be needed. 
Hours after Pfizer issued its statement, the FDA and Centers for Disease and Control issued a joint statement saying 
Americans do not need booster shots yet. 

 
Five undervaccinated clusters put the entire United States at risk 

CNN 7/08/21 
 A new data analysis identifies clusters of unvaccinated people, most of them in the southern United States, that are 
vulnerable to surges in Covid-19 cases and could become breeding grounds for even more deadly Covid-19 
variants.  
The analysis by researchers at Georgetown University identified 30 clusters of counties with low vaccination rates 
and significant population sizes. The five most significant of those clusters are sprawled across large swaths of the 
southeastern United States and a smaller portion in the Midwest.  
The five clusters are largely in parts of eight states, starting in the east in Georgia and stretching west to Texas and 
north to southern Missouri. The clusters also include parts of Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and 
Tennessee, and are made up of mostly smaller counties but also cities such as Montgomery, Alabama; Shreveport, 
Louisiana; and Amarillo, Texas. 
 
CDC says fully vaccinated teachers and students don’t need to wear masks indoors in updated guidance 

CNBC 7/09/21 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention updated its public health guidance for schools Friday, saying fully 
vaccinated teachers and students don’t need to wear masks inside school buildings. 
The CDC’s new guidance comes about two months after federal health officials permitted the use of the Pfizer-
BioNTech Covid vaccine for kids ages 12 to 15, allowing middle and high school students to get the shots ahead of 
the fall school semester. 
Teachers and students who are not vaccinated should still continue to wear masks indoors, the U.S. agency said, 
adding the practice is especially important when inside and in crowded settings, when social distancing cannot be 
maintained. 
 

Biden to direct moves on drug importation, call for plan to lower drug prices 
The Hill 7/09/21 

President Biden on Friday will direct the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to work with states on importing 
prescription drugs from Canada, and direct officials to develop a “comprehensive plan” to lower drug prices in 45 
days.  
The moves are part of the health care section of a wide-ranging executive order on promoting competition in the 
economy that Biden is poised to sign on Friday afternoon.  
Allowing imports of cheaper drugs from other countries was part of Biden’s health care plan during the campaign, 
but Friday’s move is a step forward to take action on that front.  



 

 

Melinda Deslatte: Louisiana may break with tradition, see a veto session of Legislature 
The Advocate 7/04/21 

Louisiana appears headed to a veto override session, marking another tradition-busting moment of Gov. John Bel 
Edwards' tenure as lawmakers break from historic norms and flex their constitutional independence in a state where 
a governor's power once seemed almost absolute. 
The breaking of decades-long patterns started quickly after the Democratic governor's first victory in the 2015 
election, which also saw the hardening of Republican majorities in the House and Senate. 
Lawmakers across Edwards' two terms in office have bucked him on leadership choices in which a governor 
traditionally held heavy sway. They've publicly fought with Edwards over income forecasts that once were worked 
out between governors and legislative leaders behind closed doors. And they've called their own special sessions 
without coordinating with Edwards, a largely unthinkable idea under prior governors. 
 
 
 
 
 


