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•Medicaid Professional Dispensing Fee 

•NCPA v. Azar 

•NCSL Pharmacy Benefit Manager Webinar 

Members, 

What a month January has been for our independent pharmacies in Louisiana, as the 
state pivoted on January 4th to making COIVID vaccines available at multiple 
community locations—including pharmacies—in every parish in our state. We started the month with 142 independent 
pharmacies enrolled in the state’s COVID Vaccine Program and ready to receive the vaccine. In four weeks, the network on 
independent pharmacies enrolled and Ready to Receive has increased by more than a hundred to 252.  

Regrettably, a number of our independent pharmacies that were among the first 142 enrolled have yet to receive the first vial of 
vaccine. For the week of January 25th, only about half of independent pharmacies received an allocation of the vaccine. Regions in 
which independent pharmacies received little (Region 6-Alexandria) or no (Region 5—Lake Charles) just happen to be the two 
Regions in the state with the lowest per capita vaccine rates. 

NEW Immunization-Related CPE Training on Sunday, January 31 Yesterday, we e-mailed a Continuing Pharmacy Education 
(CPE) Announcement regarding immunization-related training for both pharmacists and pharmacy technicians that will be 
conducted via a Zoom webinar this Sunday, January 31 from 3 PM to 4:15 PM.  If you have not done so, please share the link with 
pharmacists and pharmacist technicians—especially those pharmacy technicians who will be administering vaccines as permitted 
by the PREP Act.  Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians employed to LIPA member pharmacies can register at no cost with Code 
131. 

HHS states “The licensed pharmacist and pharmacy technician must complete a minimum of two hours of ACPE-accredited, 
immunization-related continuing pharmacy education during each state licensing period.”  ACPE states that this requirement may 
be met by taking one 2-hour CE activity or it may be addressed by taking CE activities of various time increments totaling 2 hours. 
The pharmacy technician must take a minimum of 2 hours of CE credit. 

For those of you who participated in the January 17th immunization-related CPE activity, the content of Sunday’s training 
is new with major areas of focus being CDC’s recently revised guidance including vaccine interchangeability, the timing of second 
doses, vaccines for persons who are infected with COVID after the first vaccine and/or treated with passive antibodies. Recent 
LDH guidance and expectations will be reviewed and discussed as well, along with an opportunity to ask questions. 

 

Louisiana Independent Pharmacies Association is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Pharmacy Education as a provider of continuing pharmacy education. 

 

 

• February 1st— First Day of 
Black History Month 

• February 16th—Mardi Gras 

• February 24th—Louisiana 
Board of Pharmacy Meeting 

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/prep-act-guidance.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/prep-act-guidance.pdf
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Allocation of Vaccine to Independent Pharmacies for the Week of February 1st We saw some changes in pharmacies allocated 
vaccines for the week of February 1st. Regional Medical Directors are playing a larger role in the allocation of vaccines within their 
respective regions. We noticed that some pharmacies' that have received vaccines for the past four weeks were not allocated vaccines 
next week. Remember that with the new procedure LDH has in place, providers are expected to submit an online request for the 
vaccine by Monday for the following week. (Requests for the week of 2/8 are due 2/1 at 8:30 AM).  If you can administer 100 doses 
or more of Pfizer vaccine in 4 days, be sure and indicate that on your request form as it could increase the likelihood that you will 
receive the vaccine in the short term. 

LIPA's COVID Vaccine-Related Communication LIPA has been periodically sending COVID Vaccine blast e-mails to the e-mail 
address of the Primary Contact as shown in LINKS with important news such as vaccine allocations to independent pharmacies for 
the following week as well as timely reminders and tips. If you are not the Primary Contact in LINKS for your pharmacy and would 
like to receive these e-mails—or have someone else at your pharmacy receive them-- we would be happy to make the addition to 
the COVID Vaccine Independent Pharmacy Mailing List. Send requests to kennedy@lipa.org 

Medicaid Professional Dispensing Fee It was a year ago—January 2020—that results of a new national Professional Dispensing 
Fee Survey were published which indicated that the cost of dispensing prescription drugs in Louisiana is greater than the current 
Louisiana Medicaid Dispensing Fee. We predicted at the onset of the public health emergency that the cost of dispensing would 
increase for a number of reasons. The public health emergency and further increases to the cost of dispensing that it ushered in 
continue. This week, Maryland announced that following a new Cost of Dispensing Survey by Myers and Stauffer, the state has 
adjusted Medicaid FFS reimbursement rates upward. 

NCPA v. Azar On January 15th, LIPA’s federal partner, the National Community Pharmacists Association (NCPA), filed 
a Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive Relief against U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex 
Azar. NCPA asks for judicial review of HHS policies that enable pharmacy direct and indirect remuneration (DIR) fees. NCPA asks 
the U.S. District Court in Washington D.C. to set aside an exception to a Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS) definition of “negotiated prices.” 

NCPA argues that the CMS definition of “negotiated prices” enables PBMs to downward-adjust reimbursements to pharmacies 
based on an artificially inflated price. This occurs because an exception exists in the definition of “negotiated prices” for pharmacy 
price concessions that cannot “reasonably be determined” at the time of sale. HHS has stated it intends to narrow the rule, but never 
has, which has allowed the exception to swallow the rule, which increases prescription costs for Medicare patients nationwide. 

NCPA further argues the “reasonably determined” exception is invalid because excluding price concessions that cannot be 
determined at the point of sale violates the plain language of the  Medicare Act that requires drug plans give beneficiaries the value 
of all price concessions, without exception. The policy is arbitrary and capricious because it is inconsistent and not based on public 
comments or evidence regarding the prevalence of drug price adjustments after the point of sale. Because of the manner in which the 
rule was adopted, the rule itself violates proper notice-and-comment rulemaking requirements.   

Ultimately, this conceals the true cost of prescription drugs to patients and taxpayers. Eliminating this loophole in Medicare Part D 
would be a tremendous boon for independent community pharmacies, patients, and taxpayers. LIPA looks forward to supporting 
NCPA in its efforts and will provide updates throughout this litigation. 

NCSL Pharmacy Benefit Manager Webinar On Thursday, January 28, Senator Fred H. Mills, Jr., was a panelist on a Webinar 
hosted by NCSL and Arnold Ventures to present options for state legislators in reining in PBMs. In addition to speaking on the 
specifics of Louisiana’s comprehensive PBM legislation, SB  41 of 2019, Mills gave guidance to other state legislators on dispelling 
the myths put forth by the PBMs and getting facts from their constituents. 

Mills told the audience of state legislators and staff that their action step moving forward was direct communication with their local 
pharmacists. “Talk to your pharmacist and ask how the PBM has impacted their ability to care for patients; ask how patient steering, 
refusal to pay for drugs after prior authorization was granted, and the burden of audits has impacted their business,” said Mills. The 
Senator also warned everyone on the call, including the PBM trade association representative, that “Louisiana is not done.” His 
message was one of the great achievements thus far, but a call to all states to get the facts and constantly stay one step ahead of the 
antics of the PBMs. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
mailto:kennedy@lipa.org
https://mmcp.health.maryland.gov/pap/docs/MD_2018_COD_Report_final_report%20Jan%202020.pdf
https://ncpa.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/NCPA-v-Azar-Complaint.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2018-25945.pdf
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Walgreens Poaches Starbucks Executive Rosalind 
Brewer for CEO  

The Wall Street Journal 01/26/2021  

Walgreens Boots Alliance Inc. named Starbucks Corp. operating 
chief Rosalind Brewer as its next chief executive, setting her up 
to be the only Black woman leading a Fortune 500 company 
today.  

Ms. Brewer will replace Stefano Pessina, who said in July that 
he would step down as CEO once the drugstore company found 
a new leader. Mr. Pessina, one of Walgreens’ biggest individual 
investors, will stay on the company’s board and serve as execu-
tive chairman.  

Shares of Walgreens, which has a market value of around $43 
billion, rose 8% after hours after The Wall Street Journal first 
reported on the move. Read more here.  

NCPA urges CMS to rescind Most Favored        
Nations rule 

NCPA 01/27/2021 

In a letter to the acting administrator of CMS, NCPA urged the 
agency to rescind the Most Favored Nations rule for Medicare 
Part B Drugs and Biologicals. A summary of the MFN model 
can be found here. NCPA asked CMS to work with NCPA and 
other stakeholders to identify more appropriate models to curb 
the cost of prescription drugs. NCPA comments highlighted con-
cerns related to patient access, specifically creating a situation 
where pharmacists are unable to acquire MFN model drugs at 
prices commensurate with MFN model reimbursement. 

The letter also raised several legal concerns, which have led 
federal courts to block implementation of the MFN rule in three 
separate cases, each order effectively blocking the MFN rule 
from taking effect. These legal developments, in addition to 
the Regulatory Freeze Pending Review memo issued by the 
Biden administration on Jan. 20, mean that the MFN rule will 
not take effect in the short term. If and when a new MFN rule is 
introduced, it will be in the form of a proposed rule with an op-
portunity for public comment. 

New more contagious United Kingdom corona-
virus variant gaining foothold in Louisiana  

Shreveport Times 01/28/2021  

A new coronavirus variant from the United Kingdom that is 
more contagious than COVID-19 is spreading in Louisiana and 
will likely become the dominant variant here by March, Louisi-
ana Gov. John Bel Edwards said Thursday.  

The Louisiana Department of Health confirmed a second and 
third case of the UK variant known as B.1.1.7 with 14 more sus-
pected and waiting to be confirmed by the Centers for Disease 
Control.  

Two of the three confirmed cases are in the New Orleans area 
and the third is in the Lake Charles area.  

"The bottom line is its present in (20 states) and present in Loui-
siana," Edwards said. "We know it transmits more easily … so 
we know the added importance of masking and social distanc-
ing. Read more here.  

Weeks into vaccination effort, pharmacies seeing 
progress, not perfection  

WBRZ 01/28/2021  

In a recent article from WBRZ our LIPA Board Member, TJ 
Woodard was interviewed on how he and his pharmacy were 
handling their Covid-19 vaccinations:   

Since receiving its first batch of coronavirus vaccines the week 
of Jan. 11, staff at Prescriptions to Geaux have been busy ad-
ministering more than 1,000 shots.  

"We're learning that giving the vaccine is really the easy part," 
pharmacist T.J. Woodard said.  

Woodard says with his waitlist growing to include roughly 
12,000 names, scheduling and the accompanying paperwork are 
proving to be the taxing part.  

"We're all kind of learning this and creating it as we go," 
Woodard said. "I think everybody's working together: LDH, the 
governor's office, big pharmacies, small pharmacies, we don't 
really know how to handle this. We didn't until now."  

Next week, Prescriptions to Geaux will receive its first batch of 
second doses for those who got shots at the pharmacy earlier 
this month. As many providers have, Woodard set up appoint-
ments for those patients when they received their first 
shot. Read more here.  

J&J Covid-19 Vaccine Was 66% Effective in    
Late-Stage Study  

The Wall Street Journal 01/29/2021  

Johnson & Johnson said its experimental Covid-19 vaccine was 
66% effective at protecting people from moderate to severe dis-
ease in a large clinical trial, positive results that could pave the 
way for its deployment across the U.S. within weeks.  

The shot didn’t test as strongly as the two Covid-19 vaccines 
already in use in the U.S. Its effectiveness might have been im-
pacted by new variants that the older shots didn’t test against, 
however, and it will still provide strong protection, health ex-
perts said.  

Its arrival could also make a big difference in vaccination ef-
forts hobbled by limited supplies, providing a new, large source 
of doses. And many health authorities might find it easier to 
administer the J&J vaccine, which is easier to store and in-
volves just one shot, while the other vaccines require two. Read 
more here.  

https://ncpa.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/01-26-21%20NCPA%20Comments%20MFN%20IFC.pdf
https://ncpa.org/sites/default/files/2020-12/NCPA%20Member%20Summary%20Most%20Favored%20Nation%20Model.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/regulatory-freeze-pending-review/
https://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/2021/01/28/united-kingdom-variant-coronavirus-spreading-louisiana/4293347001/
https://www.wbrz.com/news/weeks-into-vaccination-effort-pharmacies-seeing-progress-not-perfection?fbclid=IwAR25KZMSt58TuZ5WC1unLVe4T4f2bV3UPI0djPY2H17Pz9oCWLfOrYkDXSw
https://www.wsj.com/articles/j-j-covid-19-vaccine-was-66-effective-in-late-stage-study-11611925201

