
  

Louisiana Independent   

Pharmacies Association 

LIPA Newsletter: 
Bringing you the latest news and information concerning independent 

pharmacies and the profession at-large…. 

Friday, May 15, 2020   

What’s New and What to Watch 

 Dates to Know 

In this week’s issue: 

•COVID-19 testing 

•Legislative update 

•Express Scripts reimbursement 

•CARES Act Provider Relief Payments for Medicaid providers 

•LIPA Membership Update 
 

Members, 
 Phase 1 of COVID-19 recovery begins Today is the long-awaited first day that 
restrictions have been eased for many businesses. As we enter “Phase 1” of the recovery, 
drastic steps are being taken to stop further spread of coronavirus. While a number of 
establishments will be allowed to reopen under “strict occupancy, protection and social 
distancing guidelines” such as no more than 25% capacity (approximately 113 square feet 
per person according to FEMA, people are still being strongly urged by the 
Administration to continue to stay at home as much as possible. This is the message being 
conveyed by the Governor’s Administration through text messages and the Governor’s 
Twitter feed. An example is this May 13th tweet: Though Louisiana will no longer have a 
stay at home order in place in Phase One, we are all safer at home. There are still more 
than 9,000 COVID-19 cases in Louisiana, and I urge everyone to social distance, wear a mask and practice good hygiene when out 
in public.’ Phase 1 will last until at least June 4th with an announcement on Monday, June 1st as to whether the state is ready to 
proceed to Phase 2. 
 While certain practices are “ideal” it is helpful to be able to differentiate between recommendations and mandatory 
requirements. 

 
 
 We are following closely following DHH’s official website for health care provider COVID19 
resources and monitoring for possible issuance of any guidance by the Governor, LDH, or the State 
Health Officer with either new recommendations or mandates that would impact our members.  
 
 
 

Source 
Practice Mandatory 

Requirement 
Recommendation 

LA Governor 
Order 

No more than 25% of occupancy for businesses X   

LA Governor 
Order 

Face mask or covering for any owner or employee businesses who 
have interaction or contact with the public 

X   

CDC Face mask for employees of pharmacy   X 

 CDC Face covering for persons age 2 and older entering pharmacy    X 

 CDC Other guidance for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians in com-
munity pharmacies during the COVID-19 response 

   X 

 

• May 18th-(3 PM)—Cards of 

opposition due 

• May 19th(9AM)—House 

Health and Welfare committee 

meet 

• May 19th(1PM)—House 

Insurance Committee meets 

• June 1st (6 PM)—Legislature 

adjourns  

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/58-JBE-2020.pdf
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/coronavirus/planning_response/occupancy_social_distancing.html
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/3880
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/3880
https://netorg6163997.sharepoint.com/sites/LIPA/Shared%20Documents/Newsletter/Guidance%20for%20Pharmacists%20and%20Pharmacy%20Technicians%20in%20Community%20Pharmacies%20during%20the%20COVID-19%20Response
https://netorg6163997.sharepoint.com/sites/LIPA/Shared%20Documents/Newsletter/Guidance%20for%20Pharmacists%20and%20Pharmacy%20Technicians%20in%20Community%20Pharmacies%20during%20the%20COVID-19%20Response
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 Note that the City of New Orleans will have more restrictive requirements than other areas of the state, with the reason 
given by city officials as the “speed and severity” at which the virus spread there. Requirements are mandatory face masks for 
customers as well as employees at businesses and a requirement that restaurants and nail salons collect contact information from 
customers for contact tracing purposes. Also, the restriction on church services goes beyond the Governor order by restricting 
church services to no more than 100 people or 25% capacity, whichever is smaller. Churches will also not be allowed to have 
choirs or other activities that require people in close proximity. 
 
 Consider testing for COVID . . .  but also, so much more! One of the conversations that the pandemic has triggered is 
the role that community pharmacies can play going forward, in testing not just for COVID but for strep, influenza, administration 
of (hopefully a COVID-19 vaccine, and so much more.  In last week’s newsletter we included information on how pharmacies who 
have not already done can enroll as a pharmacist provider for Medicare’s “clinical” program. The usual $595 fee to enroll is being 
waived if you enroll before the declared public health emergency ends and enrollment is good for five years. Some pharmacies 
that are already enrolled may be enrolled under the provider type “mass immunizer” which limits the provider to being able to bill 
Medicare only for administering influenza and pneumonia vaccines.  
 If you have not yet submitted your application for a CLIA Certificate of Waiver (which you will also need to get before 
you can do testing of any kind) we provided detailed instructions in our special edition of the newsletter sent out last week on 
Tuesday, May 5. If you have questions about completing either the CLIA forms or Medicare Part B enrollment forms, LIPA staff is 
available to assist or point you in the right direction.  
 
 Update on LIPA 2020 Legislative Package Wednesday May 13th, a dozen of our LIPA member pharmacists converged 
on the capitol to combat a group of bills in PCMA’s legislation “package” for the current session: HB 608, 297, 387, and 609 by 
Rep. Jordan. Both the House Health and Welfare and House Insurance Committees adjourned before hearing any of the four 
bills. We would like to extend a huge thank you to all of the pharmacists who took time away from their practice to drive to Baton 
Rouge and sit for hours waiting for the bills to be heard, even though that did not happen. Our pharmacists were definitely noticed 
by the Committee members throughout the Committee hearings.  
 The Committee closed the meeting by acknowledging their appreciation for the independent pharmacists present and 
invited them to remain behind to discuss the bills following adjournment. The pharmacists, associates, and supporters (including 
pharmacy students from ULM) are greatly appreciated for donating their time to defend their achievements from the 2019 
Legislative Session, where Act 124 (SB41) by Sen. Mills got one-vote against it throughout the entire process. By communicating 
with their legislators and attending hearings at the Capitol, LIPA members are highlighting the egregious attempts by PCMA and 
the PBMs to try and stem role patients and pharmacists while you’re working intently to deliver healthcare during COVID-19. 
 As we look forward to next week, we ask that any of our pharmacists that are available to please return to the capitol, on 
Tuesday May 19th at 9AM, in order to show our continued opposition to these bills hat seek to “undo” all the progress made in 
2019 to address PBM abuses. If you are unavailable to attend the hearings in person, we still need you to continue to call your 
legislators and committee members and tell them to OPPOSE HOUSE BILLS 608, 297, 387 and 609. A new opportunity to have 
legislative contact has come because of the coronavirus. This includes electronic opposition cards that are able to be sent in by you 
or your patients in advance of the meeting. These submissions, both electronic and by phone, should be completed by Monday May 
18th at 3PM. Further details about each of these bills, legislator contact information, and information regarding electronic 
opposition cards can be found here: https://www.lipanow.org/post/act-now-oppose-pbm-bills-up-for-debate-wednesday-may-12th 
 We will continue to oppose every bill by PCMA and the PBMs so our pharmacists can return full time to assisting their 
patients and providing healthcare during this pandemic. 
 
 Express Scripts latest on the $.10 provider fee: We are aware of Express Scripts’ most recent communication to our 
members about reimbursement of the $.10 provider fee and payment of local taxes. Express Scripts takes the position that payment 
of the $.10 provider fee is preempted by Medicare. The Louisiana Department of Health, however, expects you to not only collect 
the $.10 but to remit that fee on every prescription you dispense. 
 Several years ago, we, as your Association, filed suit against the Louisiana Department of Health and the Louisiana 
Department of Insurance, after the Louisiana Department of Insurance took the position that such payments were preempted. The 
two state departments entered into a consent judgment, stating that the fees (and reimbursement to you) were due on all 
prescriptions, regardless of the payor. Express Scripts, however, refuses to acknowledge this. 
 Our legal counsel is preparing to address Express Scripts most recent communications. We will have more to report to you 
next week on this important issue. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.nola.com/news/coronavirus/article_143b365a-9576-11ea-a65b-7be793e251d0.html
https://www.lipanow.org/post/act-now-oppose-pbm-bills-up-for-debate-wednesday-may-12th
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 Important update from LDH on generic Albuterol In today’s Pharmacy Facts, the Medicaid Pharmacy 
Program announced that beginning Wednesday, May 20, 2020 all the generic albuterol HFA inhalers will be preferred 
products, along with the current preferred brands (ProAir HFA® and Proventil HFA®). They stated that at a recent 
meeting pharmacy an easier way for physicians to write prescriptions for albuterol inhalers was proposed. When writing a script 
for an albuterol inhaler, it is recommended to write “1 inhaler” versus how many grams per inhaler. This will allow the pharmacist 
to be able to substitute with whatever generic product they are able to get, versus calling the physician to ask if it is OK to switch 
to another product due to different grams. If the physician writes for generic albuterol, the pharmacist will now be able to dispense 
brand or generic depending on their stock as of May 20, 2020.  LDH said that this allowance was made in response to supply 
shortages being brought to their attention by wholesalers and providers during COVID-19 pandemic. We need to continue to bring 

concerns of this nature to LDH’s attention as we await answers to our members questions concerning quantity limits 
 
 New look and feel for Medicaid’s provider website If you log on to the Louisiana Medicaid provider website 
www.lamedicaid.com to see the amount of your weekly check, write, look at electronic RA messages, or any other reason, you’ll 
notice changes beginning today, May 15th. LDH indicates that their contractor DXC Technology (same folks but formerly owned 
by Molina and before that Unisys) made the changes to better align with 1) the provider login pages you can access through the site 
and 2) “the LDH brand.” The website upgrades are not just cosmetic changes but meant to make finding content easier, with an 
archive page for older content. To assist in navigating the new website, DXC Technology has created a helpful instruction guide. If 
further assistance is needed finding something on the website, you can contact DXC’s technical support at 1-877-598-8753, 
Monday through Friday 8 A.M. – 5 P.M. 
 
 Where are those CARES Act Provider Relief Payments for Medicaid providers? Another week has passed, and we 
are yet to see distribution begin of CARES Act payments targeting Medicaid providers.  Increasing alarm is being expressed about 
the delay in these payments and lack of transparency on how the payments will be made. CMS took steps two weeks ago (May 1st) 
to request data files from all the states showing 2018 and 2019 Medicaid payments by provider, along with the provider’s bank 
routing number. Initially they requested a four-calendar day turnaround (until Tuesday May 4) turnaround but as of Tuesday, CMS 
was still waiting to get clean files from all the states. 
 The CARES Act mandates that HHS make payments directly to providers, rather than send the money to the states to 
distribute. They will decide how the money is allocated and we do not know what portion if any will be distributed to independent 
pharmacies in Louisiana. We noted that pharmacies are included in the list of Medicaid providers needing relief from this CARES 
Act funding in a new Commonwealth Fund blog post: “Medicaid retainer payment is a critical tool in allowing states to save the 
hospitals, clinics, pharmacies, home health agencies, nursing homes, and other providers on which more than 70 million 
beneficiaries depend. The most immediately visible health care crisis has been keeping hospital emergency care stable. But without 
a Medicaid retainer payment program, the COVID-19 pandemic could cause the collapse of the health care system that serves 
America’s most vulnerable patients.” 
 
 State budget outlook: Katrina level deficit for fiscal year starting July 1st 
The Revenue Estimating Committee met on Monday and confirmed what anyone following the news already knows: the state 
budget outlook is grim with at least a $1 billion-dollar shortfall projected for next year. This is more than a 10% reduction in this 
year’s state general funding level of $9.6 B and according to the Monroe News-Star  “The $1 billion revenue reduction for the next 
year's fiscal budget that begins July 1 could mean deep cuts to higher education, healthcare and other agencies without a federal 
rescue, which is possible.”  
 On the federal front, Senator Cassidy has highly visible in his support for an additional $500 billion in federal funding for 
states and local governments hard-hit by the pandemic, co-authoring the bipartisan SMART fund legislation with Senator Bob 
Menendez of New Jersey. Senator Kennedy of Louisiana has introduced legislation that would allow states more flexibility with 
pandemic funding and use it for operating expenses unrelated to the coronavirus rather than return unspent money to the federal 
treasury as the law currently requires.   
 The story in the News-Star describes the Louisiana economy as “in tatters” and points  to unemployment reaching record 
heights We can expect Louisiana’s  economic recovery to lag behind most states as in addition to the COVID-19 pandemic’s  
impact on  our economy, Louisiana was simultaneously hit with plummeting oil and gas revenues and the fallout from that. 
Unemployment in Louisiana has reached levels that rival the highs reached during the Great Depression. In the past 8 weeks, 36 M 
Americans have filed for unemployment benefits and a disproportionate number of those live Louisiana. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
http://www.lamedicaid.com
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2020/broadening-medicares-accelerated-and-advance-payment-program-save-health-care-providers?utm_source=alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Health%20Coverage
https://www.thenewsstar.com/story/news/2020/05/11/coronavirus-louisiana-legislature-economic-recovery-tax-cuts-incentives/3107347001/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/493594-bipartisan-senators-propose-500b-rescue-fund-for-state-and-local-governments
https://www.kennedy.senate.gov/public/press-releases?ID=D3EA63C9-85BE-4D36-8EA0-352461DAA89B
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 LIPA membership update request We increasingly find the need to communicate with our membership in 
cases where “time is of the essence.” We want to make sure that we have your current information and that the information we 
provide to others is accurate. Earlier today we sent you a form to update your membership. Here we have also attached a link to a 
digital version of the form that is available to all of you: https://form.jotform.com/201356323715146. Please take the time to 
update your information through either method provided. You are also welcome to have your associates who would like to receive 
our information fill out these forms. We also recommend that if you will be precepting for P1 and P4 pharmacy students beginning 
May 25th, that you offer this information to them as well. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://form.jotform.com/201356323715146
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
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Louisiana’s New Doctor of Osteopathy 
School in Monroe Opens in July 

The Advocate 
 

 Louisiana’s first medical school to train doctors of 
osteopathy -- located on the ULM campus in Monroe --is set to 
begin training its first class of 150 students in July. The name of 
the school is Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine or 
VCOM for short. VCOM’s training is four years with two years 
of classroom work and two years of clinical work. Eventually 
the school will have a total of 640 students (160 new students 
annually). The private company that will operate the new school 
has operated doctor of osteopathy schools for almost twenty 
years, concentrating on providing doctors in underserved areas 
such as Appalachia and now Northeast Louisiana’s lower 
Mississippi delta. The newly constructed medical school in 
Monroe, one of 36 colleges of osteopathic medicine in the 
United States, is 100,000 square feet and was built at a cost of 
$31 M on ten acres being rented from ULM. Students will have 
access to facilities on the ULM campus as part of the agreement 
between ULM and Via. 
 Doctors of osteopathic medicine (D.O.s) most often 
enter family practice (although they can specialize, doctors of 
medicine (M.D.s) are more likely to specialize. With the 
shortage of family practice doctors in the United States and in 
many areas of Louisiana, D.O.s are particularly valued. A 
spokesperson for VCOM stated the D.O. model is a “more 
holistic” model for the practice of medicine and leads to 
development of lifelong relationships with patients and doctors. 
READ MORE: Louisiana’s newest medical school ready to 
provide opportunities for state’s doctors-in-training 
 
 

Results Just in from NY Study Show No 
COVID 19 Benefit from 

Hydroxychloroquine 
Politico.com 

 
 The news site Politico reported Monday afternoon on 

the results from “hotly anticipated research” being conducted in 
New York on the effects of hydroxychlorquine and the antibiotic 

azithromycin for treatment of COVID-19 in hospitalized 
patients. The disappointing findings—published in the journal of 

the American Medical Association—were that 
hydroxycloroquine showed no benefit against COVID and there 
was no noticeable advantage from paring it with azithromycin. 

Researchers analyzed 1,438 Covid-19 patients in the state, but it 
was not a randomized clinical trial, considered the gold standard 

in research. The state is also running a randomized trial, but 
results have not yet been released.  

READ MORE: Hydroxychloroquine shows no benefit against 
coronavirus in N.Y. study 

 

Colorado Rural Pharmacies Struggle to 
Survive 

The Colorado Sun 
 

PBMs that reimburse pharmacies below cost are “seen by some” 
as the reason that 45 rural pharmacies have closed in Colorado 
since 2003, according to a story published in The Colorado Sun. 
Two-thirds of those closures left Colorado towns with no 
pharmacy. “Rural pharmacies are a cornerstone of their 
communities, and the pandemic has only heightened that,” said 
Gina Moore, an assistant professor at the University of 
Colorado’s School of Pharmacy.   Regarding the impact of 
PBMs, Moore indicated that they have used their market power 
to dictate to the small pharmacies in complicated contracts, 
which in some cases allow the PBM to pay less than it costs a 
pharmacy to purchase a drug. “It is take it or leave it, so they 
pretty much have to take those contracts,” Moore said. A rural 
pharmacist featured in the story talked about the crippling effect 
of “clawback provisions in which PBMs reclaim a portion of a 
fee already paid for a prescription, contending the pharmacy 
failed to meet some performance metric. This can add up to tens 
of thousands of dollars in a year.”  The pharmacist said “Trying 
to guess what they will pay us is a shell game. … If everything 
was above board, with a fair fee, we’d be OK.” 
READ MORE: Colorado’s rural pharmacies wrestle against big 
business to remain community cornerstones 
 
 

Abbott Virus Test Faces Accuracy Concern 
Bloomberg  

 
Abbott’s antibody test for the corona virus is currently facing 
accuracy concerns. A report from New York University claims 
that the antibody test provided by Abbott may have missed 
possible positive cases during their testing. Abbott has released a 
statement discussing how it was most likely due to the 
researchers preforming these tests, rather than the tests 
themselves. False negatives can hinder diagnosis of disease, 
obscure the full scope of an outbreak, and raise the potential that 
infected individuals may unknowingly spread a pathogen. The 
research dealing with the accuracy of these tests is ongoing and 
has not been officially confirmed yet. These continuing reports 
should be monitored closely as pharmacists, with the proper 
licensing, have the authority to administer these tests. 
 
READ MORE: Abbott Virus Test Used at White House Faces 
Accuracy Concern 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE NEWS 

https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/news/education/article_324adbb8-90e5-11ea-bf01-7bfd5d28d3a4.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/news/education/article_324adbb8-90e5-11ea-bf01-7bfd5d28d3a4.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/11/hydroxychloroquine-shows-no-benefit-against-coronavirus-in-new-york-study-249429?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=87784792&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_-GX-WdCp
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/11/hydroxychloroquine-shows-no-benefit-against-coronavirus-in-new-york-study-249429?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=87784792&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_-GX-WdCp
https://coloradosun.com/2020/05/11/eastern-colorado-pharmacies-struggle-pbm/
https://coloradosun.com/2020/05/11/eastern-colorado-pharmacies-struggle-pbm/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-13/abbott-fast-test-missed-many-covid-cases-unreviewed-study-says
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-13/abbott-fast-test-missed-many-covid-cases-unreviewed-study-says
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We are always here for you. 

 

543 Spanish Town Rd  

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 

Toll Free: (866) 266-1334 

Phone: (225) 308-2030 

Fax: (225) 308-2040 

 

Email us at: 

communications@LIPAnow.org 

Are 64,000 Ineligible People Really 
Enrolled in Louisiana Medicaid?? 

Associated Press 
On Wednesday, the AP published a story under the shocking 
headline 64 K deemed ineligible stay on La Medicaid because of 
virus. The story correctly points out that as a condition of 
receiving a temporary 6.2% increase in FMAP during the public 
health emergency, Congress stipulated that states are required to 
continue providing Medicaid to anyone who was enrolled on or 
after March 18th. The reasons that a Medicaid case can be closed 
are if the individual moves out state, dies, or requested closure of 
their case. While the idea of 64,000 no longer eligible for 
Medicaid but for whom the state must continue to pay a monthly 
fee is disturbing, the number who no longer qualify because of 
too much income (pretty much the only reason a person would 
no longer qualify for Medicaid other than death or moving out of 
the state) is much lower. A large number of individuals were 
“deemed” ineligible because they did not return paperwork.  
READ MORE: 64 K deemed ineligible stay on La Medicaid 
because of virus 

IN THE NEWS 

https://apnews.com/89195e0f017ba9506344c48325a45f5b
https://apnews.com/89195e0f017ba9506344c48325a45f5b
https://apnews.com/89195e0f017ba9506344c48325a45f5b
https://apnews.com/89195e0f017ba9506344c48325a45f5b

