
  

Louisiana Independent   

Pharmacies Association 

LIPA Newsletter: 
Bringing you the latest news and information concerning independent 

pharmacies and the profession at-large…. 

Friday, June, 5, 2020   

What’s New and What to Watch 
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In this week’s issue: 

•State appears to be on track for Phase 2 of economic recovery  

•Express Script litigation regarding applicability of the $10 provider fee 

•Another chance for Congress to provide relief from excessive DIR fees 

•Board of Pharmacy may hold special meeting in June  
 
Members, 
 This week ends with 1) the legislature in Special Session working on a number 
of issues that could have major implications for all of us, 2) COVID restrictions further 
relaxed but still in place as we enter “Phase Two” of the economic reopening, and 3) the 
state facing a tropical “weather event” as early as Sunday from a storm named Cristobal. 
LDH has already announced the suspension of COVID-19 testing next week from Sunday 6/7 through Friday 6/12 because of the 
potential threat from the weather. 
 Louisiana has been largely spared the violent protests and looting of businesses seen in other states. The Arkansas 
Pharmacists Association office in Little Rock was heavily damaged earlier this week when it was subjected to what was called a 
firebomb and set on fire during a protest (Photos from the resulting event can be found as attachments). Pharmacies both large and 
small have been broken into and looted including an independent pharmacy in St. Paul, MN that has been in existence since 1918. 
  
 Legislative Update The Legislature adjourned at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, June 1st, as scheduled. The Legislature convened 
the First Extraordinary Session shortly thereafter which must adjourn no later than 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30 th.  
 Legislators called themselves into the Extraordinary Session because the Regular Session was drastically shortened due to 
COVID-19. Two legislators tested positive for the virus, and sadly, freshman Rep. Reggie Bagala (R-Cut Off) passed away from 
the coronavirus. Due to this, legislators began their work in earnest on Monday, May 4th, nearly two months late.  
 The shortened timeline forced many “non-essential” pieces of legislation to be dropped, an unusually small number of bills 
sent to the governor, and the legislature running out of time prior to passing a budget or capital outlay.  
 Although the budget was not approved, House Appropriations, chaired by Rep. Jerome “Zee” Zeringue (R-Houma), 
planned to allocate $429 million to the current fiscal budget and $562 million to the upcoming budget year the $1.8 billion 
Louisiana received in federal aid from the Coronavirus Relief Fund established by the CARES Act. Legislators did approve SB189 
by Sen. Bodi White (R-Baton Rouge), which redirects $300 million of the $811 million Gov. John Bel Edwards preferred to send to 
local governments, to a grant program for businesses. The funds also come from the CARES Act, potentially setting up a fierce 
debate during the Special Session if Gov. Edwards vetoes SB189.  
 Legislators will address forty-one items during the Special Session, including instruments to help Louisiana businesses and 
citizens, capital outlay, and the $30 billion operating budget, which needs to be passed before the end of the fiscal year on June 30th. 
They will also wrestle with patches to legislation that passed during the Regular Session and restart the legislative process for 
several bills.  
 Although it came down to the wire and many folks on both sides are unhappy and negotiations continue, legislators passed 
SB418 by Sen. Kirk Talbot (R-River Ridge), which enacts the Omnibus Premium Reduction Act of 
2020, if signed by Gov. Edwards. HB357 by Rep. Tanner Magee (R-Houma) provides for the licensing 
and regulation of fantasy sports contests in forty-seven parishes that approve the proposition in 2018. 
SB406 by Sen. Beth Mizell (R-Franklinton) provides for rural access to broadband highspeed internet 
services. Although it was one of the most heavily negotiated bills this Session, it was sent to the governor 
with seventy-nine co-authors.  

 

•  June 10th—LIPA Board 

Meeting  

• June 30th—End of Special 

session 

• July 25th—LPA Virtual 

Annual Meeting  

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/5621
https://www.mercurynews.com/2020/05/29/st-paul-police-responding-to-large-groups-in-midway-area-some-trying-to-steal-items-from-target-store/
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB189&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB418&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB357&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB406&sbi=y
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 What could bare out to be a very important piece of legislation for us to consider is SB 132 by Sen. Cameron Henry (R-
Metairie) who spent 12 years in the House and a considerable amount of that time focused on budgetary issues and state spending 
as a member of and Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee. SB 132 requires that prior to the state chief procurement 
officer or an assistant approving any contract with a value greater than or equal to twenty-five million dollars annually, the state 
chief procurement officer or an assistant shall verify that the following has occurred: 

1. The state agency entering into the contract has received the approval of the Joint Legislative Committee on the 
Budget (JLCB) to enter into the contract. 

2. If the request for proposal process was used in the procurement process, the state agency using the RFP process 
notified the JLCB the potential cost of such contract prior to its issuance.  

 The provisions of this law change also apply to any cooperative endeavor agreement for professional, personal, 
consulting, or social services that has a value greater than or equal to twenty-five million dollars. 
 This will impact a number of contracts in addition to the MCO contracts outstanding and now being appealed and the 
MMIS-Fiscal Intermediary contract which has been sold off a number of times from Unisys to Molina to now DXC and continues 
to be extended annually with no competitive procurement process.  
 The Legislature also passed several criminal justice reform bills (HB453 by Rep. Stephanie Hilferty (R- Metairie), HB529 
by Rep. Royce Duplessis (D-New Orleans), and HB643 by Rep. Frederick Jones (D-Monroe), which provides for notice 
requirements in juvenile courts, ensures receipt of incarceration documentation, and modifies procedures for parolees, respectively. 
HB819 by House Committee on Health & Welfare Chairman Rep. Larry Bagley (R-Stonewall) also passed the Legislature. It 
authorizes medical marijuana for additional conditions, including any condition a physician considers debilitating to an individual 
patient he is trained to treat.  
 Although additional measures will be debated during the Extraordinary Session, Legislators passed several bills to protect 
businesses from lawsuits related to the COVID-19 public health emergency. HB826 by Rep. Thomas Pressley (R-Shreveport) 
broadly limits the liability of governments, businesses (including manufactures of personal protective equipment), and people. 
SB491 by Sen. Sharon Hewitt (R-Slidell) provides immunity, except in the instances of gross negligence or willful misconduct, for 
people that provide relief, recovery equipment, or services. SB508 by Sen. Patrick McMath (R-Covington) limits liability for 
owners, employees, and contractors of a restaurant that provide food-to-go services through dine-in, take out, drive-through, or 
delivery options. 
 
 Drilling down to the details of Phase Two of Louisiana Reopening Today, the State enters Phase Two of reopening 
which will last at least 21 days. The Governor’s website states that the “major changes in Phase Two include allowing churches, 
places of worship and many more businesses to operate at 50 percent capacity with social distancing, masks for public-facing 
employees and increased sanitization. In addition, the state strongly recommends that businesses consider offering temperature 
checks before a person can enter and posting the symptoms of COVID-19 outside with a request that symptomatic individuals not 
enter.” A requirement in the proclamation  specific to essential businesses and therefore applicable to our pharmacies:  All owners 
and employees at such businesses shall maintain moderate social distancing between themselves and members of the public 
and shall wear face coverings at all times if interacting with the public.  
 The Governor actually issued not one but two Executive Orders, with the second Order addressing extensions of legal 
deadlines and other administrative matters. The deadline has now been extended to Monday June 15th for administrative matters, 
including a decision by the Commissioner of Administration on the protests filed last year relative to LDH’s award of Medicaid 
managed care contracts. Prior to the stay-at home orders, the Commissioner had testified before a legislative committee in late 
February that he hoped to issue his decision by March 17th. 
 
 Recap of 2020 Pharmacy Education Support (PES) payments Legislation passed in 2015 (Act 298) requires the Board 
of Pharmacy to assess a “pharmacy education support fee” on the renewal of every pharmacist license and pharmacy permit issued 
by the Board. Payment of the $100 fee, which is intended for support of an accredited public university pharmacy school within the 
state is optional. This fee has generated funding nearly $500,000 for ULM over the last five years that could be adversely impacted 
if action is taken during the special session to waive certain business fees as part of the COVID response. The law calls for 
payments to be made no later than April 1 of each year and actual amounts contributed by pharmacists throughout the state and 
remitted by the Board are shown below.  
 
    03/30/2016    ULM School of Pharmacy      $12,300 
    03/29/2017    ULM School of Pharmacy    $126,600 
    03/26/2018    ULM School of Pharmacy    $124,800 
    03/21/2019    ULM Foundation (Dufilho Society)   $106,500 
    03/18/2020    ULM Foundation (Dufilho Society)   $116,900 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1177146
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB453&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB529&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB643&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HB826&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB491&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=SB508&sbi=y
https://gov.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/newsroom/detail/2532
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/74-JBE-2020-State-of-Emergency-COVID-19-Resilient-Louisiana-Phase-2.pdf
https://gov.louisiana.gov/assets/Proclamations/2020/75-JBE-2020-State-of-Emergency-COVID-19-Extension-to-June-26.pdf
https://www.shreveporttimes.com/story/news/local/louisiana/2020/02/24/frustration-mounts-louisiana-medicaid-contract-dispute/4855929002/
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 2 new appointments and 3 reappointments and new vacancy for Board of Pharmacy Senate confirmation of 
appointees to the many Boards and Commissions in the state generally takes place at the very end of each year’s legislative 
Regular Session.  Terms for Board of Pharmacy appointees begin July 1, with confirmation not taking place until the the following 
year’s legislative session. It was announced on Tuesday, that Sajal Roy one of the 2019 appointees by the Governor to the Board of 
Pharmacy was not confirmed by the Senate, now creating a vacancy in Region 1 that covers Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes. 
Legislative rules state that an individual who does not receive Senate confirmation cannot be reappointed for at least one year.  
 Governor Edwards has now officially made appointments or reappointments to fill the five vacancies with terms expiring 
6/30/20 and four of them are independent pharmacists: 
 

• 2nd District: Jacqueline Hall 

• 3rd District: David Darce 

• 5th District: Carl W. Aron 

• 6th District: Anthony Mercante 

• 8th District Marty McKay 
 
 Three long-term board members are returning and are to be congratulated—Aron’s Pharmacy owner Carl Aron of 
Monroe, Marty McKay who owns Pearson Drugs in LeCompte and a long term pharmacy in Alexandria. Walgreen Pharmacist 
Jackie Hall of New Orleans is included in those reappointed. David Darce of St. Martinville and Ponchatoula Family Pharmacy 
owner Anthony Mercante are new appointees to the Board.  Pharmacy families taking care of other families’ healthcare needs is 
part of a long-standing history. David and his wife Michelle are both pharmacists and own the Thrifty Way in St. Martinville.  
Anthony is joined in his practice by his daughter Sarah, a 2019 ULM Doctor of Pharmacy graduate.  We again congratulate each of 
these appointees and thank the all our pharmacists and their families for the service and attention to the needs of pharmacy 
healthcare and the communities all throughout our state.  
 These new LABP terms will begin July 1 but actual Senate confirmation will take place in the 2021 Regular Session.  
There now exists a vacancy in the 1st District which covers Jefferson and St. Tammany parishes.  We look forward to information 
from the Governor or the Board of Pharmacy on how this unscheduled vacancy will be filled. 
 
 Increased legislative oversight of Louisiana’s Medicaid program With the passage of Senate Bill 166 and House 
Concurrent Resolution 6 during the Regular Session, we can expect to see significantly greater legislative involvement and 
oversight in the Medicaid Program. SB 166 created a new Medicaid Revenue Estimating Committee, while HB 6 created a new 12-
person Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee. Efforts to create a Joint Medicaid Oversight Committee were unsuccessful in 2019 as 
the bill failed to pass out of the relevant Senate Committee. House Concurrent Resolutions (HCRs) while they can have the force 
and effect of law are not subject to veto by the Governor. Critics of the Medicaid Oversight Committee say it only adds more 
bureaucracy to state government.  
 
 Still no CARES Act payments from Provider Relief Fund for Medicaid providers We were hesitant to include this 
topic as we know we sound like a broken record. But another week has gone by with no news from HHS on the $100 billion 
dollars in payments targeted for Medicaid providers from the allocation made by Congress. On Wednesday, a rare bi-partisan letter 
was sent to Secretary Azar by top Senate and House lawmakers imploring the Department to move swiftly and posing a series of 
questions for which they are requiring a response no later than June 10. According to Politico, “the lawmakers are also seeking an 
explanation for why safety net providers that primarily care for the poorest and most vulnerable Americans have yet to receive 
targeted federal aid.” Earlier in the week, Politico reported on the “internal uncertainty” at HHS on how to best distribute the 
money. “Health Officials have spent weeks debating several different criteria for the distributions, four people familiar with the 
talks said, in hopes of covering the diverse set of safety net providers that spans hospitals, community health centers and more 
specialized areas like rehabilitation facilities for those with disabilities.”  
 In response to LIPA’s April request for a temporary adjustment to the professional dispensing fee, LDH advised that they 
first want to see how these Provider Relief Funds are distributed. Whether pharmacies will receive any payments is unclear; we did 
note that they are not including in the listing of “providers that rely heavily on Medicaid” contained in the letter. 
 
 Telehealth “boom time” and pharma We are now more than two months past the date when, with CMS and Medicare 
leading the way, insurers majorly expanded telehealth in response to the COVID pandemic. We expect that at some point the 
federally-declared public health emergency will be lifted which will trigger the end of many temporary policies. One example if 
the enhanced 6.2% Medicaid FMAP that the state is getting which extends through the calendar quarter that the emergency ends.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1178037
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HCR6&sbi=y
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=20RS&b=HCR6&sbi=y
https://twitter.com/adamcancryn/status/1268235384510693378/photo/1
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/03/top-house-senate-lawmakers-warn-hhs-over-slow-health-provider-aid-payouts-298650
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/02/emergency-health-aid-coronavirus-297701
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 The many relaxations of restrictions on telehealth by Medicare are only approved at this time for the duration of the 
COVID-19 emergency. We have been noticing health policy “influencers” increasingly making the case that telehealth changes 
should be made permanent. On Wednesday, Manatt published a blog post Telehealth Boom Times During COVID-19: 
Implications for Pharma in which they assert that from a therapeutics perspective, telehealth has the potential to increase drug 
utilization through both access to prescription drug therapies and medication adherence for people with chronic conditions.  
 While more research is needed, a recent randomized controlled study found that telehealth significantly improved 
medication adherence in adults with severe mental illness. The authors state that there are multiple factors that impact adherence 
but argue that increased patient-provider interaction via telehealth would provide greater opportunity for “providers and patients to 
engage in the communications that are proven to head to better adherence.” Their conclusion is that one of “the silver linings” of 
COVID-19 will be expanded use of telehealth leading to improved medication adherence and better health outcomes.  
 
 NEW ideas for your pharmacy’s social media We know that a number of our members post regular updates to their 
Facebook pages and use other forms of social media such as Instagram and YouTube. This month’s issue of America’s 
Pharmacist (the official magazine of our federal partner NCPA) includes an article Build Your Brand that stresses an online 
presence is a cost-efficient way to market independent pharmacies and “to let the world know who you are and what you have to 
offer.” Several pharmacies with innovative approaches to social media are profiled and provide useful tips. The article concludes 
“All of these [social media] channels are free. You can spend money on ads, but it’s not required, and you can do just fine without 
it. Most business users agree that consistent posting is the key to success.”   
 Social media is having a growing impact and presence in today’s society as a means of communication especially with the 
current events of Covid-19 which has caused virtual communication to be to safest form of communicating. LIPA has a webpage, 
Twitter account, and Facebook account that we recommend checking and following so that you may stay connected and involved. 
Several of our LIPA members also have active social media accounts and web pages that would be helpful to check them out and 
connect with. Not only having the best hamburgers in north Louisiana but using new tools like Facebook is 80 year-old Aron’s 
Pharmacy. Look at the information you can find on the webpages of these highly regarded pillars of their communities Scott 
Pharmacy or Medic Pharmacy near each end of I-49. 
 
 Full agenda for LIPA Board meeting next week The agenda for our LIPA Board Meeting that will be held Wednesday, 
June 10th in Baton Rouge is “jam packed”. Next week’s edition of the newsletter will include a full report. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.manatt.com/insights/newsletters/covid-19-update/telehealth-boom-times-during-covid-19-implications
https://www.manatt.com/insights/newsletters/covid-19-update/telehealth-boom-times-during-covid-19-implications
http://www.ncpa.co/issues/APJune20_BuildYourBrand.pdf
https://www.lipanow.org/
https://twitter.com/LIPAPharmacyNow
https://www.facebook.com/LIPANow/
https://www.facebook.com/aronspharmacyandgifts/
https://www.facebook.com/aronspharmacyandgifts/
https://www.scottpharmacyla.com
https://www.scottpharmacyla.com
https://www.mymedicrx.com/
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 Senator Grassley Wants a Vote on His 
Prescription Drug Bill This Year 

Bloomberg News 
 The Grassley-Wyden bill addressing drug prices is of 
particular interest to LIPA members because of its potential to 
include provisions that would address DIR fees and reign in 
PBMs. With the COVID pandemic, it has been very much back 
burnered. Senator Charles Grassley said this week that he 
intends to push for a vote before the 2020 elections. The Bill has 
been backburnered because of the current pandemic, which has 
“helped quiet” the debate over high drug prices. Senator 
Grassley said that the current pandemic is even more reason for 
passing the legislation to keep “bad actors” out. If no action he is 
expecting that drugmakers will charge “whatever they want” for 
Covid-19 products.We read elsewhere this week that a course of  
Gilead’s remdesivir is expected to cost $5,000 when it becomes 
available.  
 Senator Grassley demonstrated his considerable power 
yesterday when he put a block on two Trump appointees until he 
gets an answer to his questions about why Inspector Generals 
were dismissed so it will be be interesting to see what steps he is 
willing to take to get this bill to the floor.  
READ MORE: Long delayed drug-price bill not dead yet, 
Grassley says 
 

Battle Between PBMs and Oklahoma 
Department of Insurance Continues 

Law 360 
 This week, the Oklahoma Department of Insurance was 
back in federal court in its attempt to begin regulating PBMs 
“now rather than later.” The Supreme Court case Rutledge vs 
PCMA on the scope of ERISA is now scheduled to be heard in 
October and any decision could be more than a year away. 
PCMA is trying to block the Oklahoma Department of Insurance 
from further regulation of PBMs until after that Supreme Court 
ruling. Some of the points raised by Oklahoma’s Insurance 
Department  during a hearing on Wednesday: 
 Some Oklahoma pharmacies may not survive the year 
without relief now. More than 100 complaints about PBMs in 
the last month alone. PBMS have not—as they claim—been on 
the front lines of the COVID pandemic. They are middlemen 
and it is pharmacists who have actually been on the frontlines 
READ MORE: Oklahoma DOI wants to regulate PBMs 

Widely Circulated Results on 
Hydroxychloroquine Retracted 

Statnews 
 We know that we should read supermarket tabloids 
with a healthy degree of skepticism but this week’s retraction of 
hydroxychloroquine clinical trial results by the highly respected 
Lanclet has folks rattled. The Lanclet is described as “one of 
the world’s top medical journals.”  On the heels of that 
retraction, New England Journal of Medicine issued their own 
retraction of tpublished trial results of use of a blood pressure 

medicine in treatment of COVID.  
 The studies came intense questioning because of the 
supposed hospital data base that was provided by a company 
called Surgisphere. The results published in The Lanclet had 
actually resulted in some chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine 
trials being put on hold since the now retracted findings 
indicated that they actual increased the number of deaths.  
READ MORE: Lancet, New England Journal retract studies, 
including one that raised safety concerns about malaria drugs 

 

It’s Always Something—Ohio Community 
Pharmacies Continue to Struggle 

Columbus Dispatch 
 Independent pharmacies in Obio went public this week 
with the fact that the state’s Medicaid program has not taken the 
necessary steps to enroll them as providers for purposes  such as 
being able to bill for testing. Governor DeWine spoke about the 
important role that pharmacies can play and they can legally  
both order and administer tests. Now the holdup is at the 
Medicaid Department, more than a year after passage of a law  
in January of 2019 giving pharmacists “provider” status. In s 
letter to the state’s Medicaid Director, a state legislator explained 
the issue: “ The intent of this  “provider status” legislation is to 
tap the untapped expertise of Ohio’s pharmacists, and to begin 
utilizing them for their clinical knowledge rather than their speed 
of churning out prescriptions.” Ohio is a state in which 
community pharmacies have been especially hard hit by PBM 
abuses and abysmally low dispensing fees as that state’s 
Medicaid program (like many) did not establish a minimum 
dispensing fee like the one we have in Louisiana.  
READ MORE: Ohio Medicaid undermines governor’s plan to 
expand coronavirus testing to local pharmacies 
 

Herd Immunity. . . and What That Might 
Look Like 

Axios 
 Axios  has published a good explanation of  herd 
immunity for Covid and what that would look like, identifying 
the many challenges, caveats and  unknowns. The thinking is 
that at least 60% of the population—perhaps as high as 70%— 
would need to develop immunity to Covid—either through 
contracting it though asymptomatic or receive a vaccine for herd 
immunity to kick in. At this point NYC is below 20%.  Among 
the unknowns are even if someone currently has immunity to the 
virus, how long that immunity will last. Some studies have 
shown it could be as little as six months.  
READ MORE: The long journey to  herd immunity  
 
 
 
 
 
 

IN THE NEWS 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-01/long-delayed-drug-price-legislation-not-dead-yet-grassley-says
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-06-01/long-delayed-drug-price-legislation-not-dead-yet-grassley-says
https://www.law360.com/articles/1279938/oklahoma-insurance-dept-wants-to-regulate-pbms-asap
https://www.statnews.com/2020/06/04/lancet-retracts-major-covid-19-paper-that-raised-safety-concerns-about-malaria-drugs/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/06/04/lancet-retracts-major-covid-19-paper-that-raised-safety-concerns-about-malaria-drugs/
https://www.dispatch.com/news/20200604/ohio-medicaid-undermines-governorrsquos-plan-to-expand-coronavirus-testing-to-local-pharmacies
https://www.dispatch.com/news/20200604/ohio-medicaid-undermines-governorrsquos-plan-to-expand-coronavirus-testing-to-local-pharmacies
https://www.axios.com/coronavirus-herd-immunity-vaccine-dcac9bcb-2514-44b1-9ab0-4c459a21fcad.html
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Tyson the Alpaca (?!) and the Search for a 
Coronovirus Vaccine 

Reuters 
 We saw dozens of stories in the news this week 
regarding the stampede to develop a vaccine for coronavirus and 
a number of trials are well advanced. On a lighter note, Reuters 
reported on  work by scientists in Sweden who are using a an 
alpaca in their work to develop a treatment or cure. After 
immunizing Tyson, a 12 year-old alpaca in Germany, with virus 
proteins, the team at the Karolinska Institute have isolated tiny 
antibodies - known as nanobodies - from his blood that bind to 
the same part of the virus as human antibodies and could block 
the infection.  Lamas and other members of camel family - as 
well as sharks - are known to produce nanobodies, which are far 
smaller than the full-size antibodies produced by humans, and 
therefore potentially easier for scientists to work with.  
 A very big unknown  at this point is what the cost of 
any COVID vaccine will be (major efforts are underway to make 
the vaccine available at much lower cost in developing 
countries) and what the take up rate will be, even if it is free. 
READ MORE Tyson the alpaca takes heavyweight role in 
search for cornovirus vaccine 

IN THE NEWS 
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