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In this week’s issue: 

•NEW: Enrolling as COVID Vaccine Provider 

•Biden to Use Defense Production Act 

•Medicaid HCBS Waiver Recipients Are Eligible to Get COVID Vaccine 

•Purpose of This Week’s LIPA COVID Vaccine Survey 

•LIPA v. ESI 
 

Members, 

This week ushered in a new administration in Washington with the inauguration of 
President Joe Biden and a new Democratic majority in the Senate. While the margin is 
razor thin, Democrats now control both chambers of Congress as well as the White House. We are assessing what that could mean 
going forward for health care and—more particularly for pharmacies and pharmacists. Will this administration look at DIR fees in 
Medicare through a different lens? Will there be additional stimulus funding and provider relief? 

The Biden Administration’s stated highest healthcare priority is addressing the pandemic including getting American vaccinated to 
protect against the COVID virus. Dr.  Anthony Fauci –who President Biden has named as his Chief Medical Advisor-- stated on 
Thursday that the US “can and should” vaccinate up to 85% of adults by fall.  Based on our “back of the envelope” math, Louisiana 
population includes over 3.5 million adults over the age 18.  We have a Herculean effort ahead of us! 

NEW: Enrolling as COVID Vaccine Provider While we have nearly 250 independent pharmacies in Louisiana who have already 
enrolled as COVID Vaccine providers, we have many others that have not yet completed the enrollment process. It is not too late. 
With more three million or so Louisiana adults needing to get the vaccine in order to achieve herd immunity, we strongly encourage 
you to consider enrolling as a COVID Vaccine Provider if you have not already done so. This week, LDH updated the process for 
enrolling Vaccine providers, with four important improvements that will reduce provider uncertainty as to whether the 
Immunization Program has received the completed Agreement and the status of their application: 

A new e-mail address has been established exclusively for enrollment purposes: EnrollLA.LINKS@la.gov  . This email will 
only be monitored for enrollment and no other purposes.  

NEW A confirmation email will be sent within 24 hours after submission. Be sure to check your spam inbox.  

If you do not receive this confirmation, your form has not been received [and you know to go ahead and e-mail it again] 

Instructions and a list of frequent provider errors in competing the form are on Page 1 of the pdf rather than having to go to two 
separate documents for this information. 

LIPA receives a list of all Ready to Receive and In Progress providers and can check your status if you are not certain whether you 
are enrolled. E-mail your inquiry to kennedy@ssgla.com  

For Vaccine Eligibility Based on Age, Louisiana’s Requirement is Still Age 70 or Older As of now, 
Louisiana criteria for inclusion in Vaccine Phase 1b, Tier 1 (can get vaccine now at pharmacy) is still age 
70 and above, if eligibility is based on age. The age has not yet been reduced to 65. In a new Louisiana 
Health Alert Network Message (#21-06) released on Tuesday 1/19, LDH reiterated that for vaccines 
based on age, the minimum age is 70 as of the date the vaccine is given. 

 

• January 26th—Regulation 
Revision Committee 

• February 1st— First Day of 
Black History Month 

• February 16th—Mardi Gras 

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

mailto:EnrollLA.LINKS@la.gov
mailto:kennedy@ssgla.com
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-CP/HANs/HANS21-06-COVID-19-Vaccine-Administration-Management.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-CP/HANs/HANS21-06-COVID-19-Vaccine-Administration-Management.pdf
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Age: State-issued driver’s license, passport, other government-issued identification card that includes date of birth. A person 70 
years of age is eligible. Anyone who has not reached their 70th birthday on the day of their appointment is NOT eligible. If 
identification is not available an individual may self-attest to their age.   

Biden to Use Defense Production Act Our pharmacists who are giving COVID vaccines have noted the variation in the number of 
doses that can be extracted from a vial, depending on the type of syringe that is used. This of course becomes a concern for second 
doses if fewer vaccines could be administered per vial with the syringes provided with second doses than was possible for the first 
dose. There is concern that providers could have fewer second doses than needed. LIPA shared the concern with LDH earlier this 
week. Politico PULSE Is reporting today that President Biden will use the Defense Production Act (DPA) to beef up the vaccine 
supply chain. One target: increasing manufacturing of syringes with the ability to extract additional doses from vials. Biden 
will also use the DPA to ramp up manufacturing of ingredients needed to increase production of mRNA vaccines, including those 
produced by Pfizer and Moderna. The 200- page national strategy that addresses nearly every aspect of the response, from 
manufacturing and distribution to ensuring equitable access to vaccines, makes reference to twelve immediate supply shortfalls 
critical to the pandemic response that have been identified (see Page 15) including shortages in the dead-space needle syringes 
available to administer the vaccine. 

Medicaid HCBS Waiver Recipients Are Eligible to Get COVID Vaccine New guidance issued this week makes it clear that 
people living in the community who receive services in their home through the Medicaid HCBS Waivers—as well as their 
caregivers—are eligible to get the vaccine now. This includes thousands of adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities as 
well as adults under age 70 with physical disabilities and thousands of Direct Care Workers who provide them assistance in their 
homes.  Health Alert Network (HAN) 21-06 further defines these two eligibility groups that can get the vaccine now. 

Patient Status Eligibility  

Home care patients and their providers. This includes older and younger people with  disabilities over the age 16 who 
receive community or home-based care and their  providers [emphasis added], as well as clients of home health agencies.  Note 
that  people could refer to these HCBS Medicaid waivers by their names such as the NOW  Waiver (New Opportunities 
Waiver, Supports Waiver, Residential Options Waiver and  Community Choices Waiver.) 

Provider Group Eligibility 

Staff providing community and home-based care to older adults and people with disabilities. This includes staff employed 
by home care agencies as well as staff who are hired directly by the person with a disability.  Notice the home- based 
care is no longer limited to “health care.” The program through which staff is directly hired by the person with a disability is 
called Self-Direction and recipients may refer to Acumen, the fiscal agent who handles payroll. 

 

LDH guidance states:  A patient must show proof they are receiving home-based care or receive regular dialysis care. The State has 
provided people with disabilities a qualification letter from the State Health Officer. Other forms of verification may be acceptable 
as well, such as the person’s Plan of Care for community and home-based services.  
 

Employment: Proof of employment such as Employee ID or name tag, paystub, letter from employer, uniform, parking pass or any 
other ID acceptable to the vaccine provider.  This is an area in which vaccine providers can exercise professional judgment. 
Some HCBS waiver recipients and their staff may be your patients and well-known to you.  
 

Purpose of This Week’s LIPA COVID Vaccine Survey This week, LIPA sent a COVID Vaccine Survey. We believe that the 
results of this survey will help show the degree to which independent pharmacies are quickly and efficiently administering vaccines. 
The information is valuable for sharing with state decision makers and gives us the data we need to quickly respond to questions. We 
know your time is valuable and questions asked on the survey were limited to what we “need to know” to advocate for you and 
effectively communicate the speed with which our LIPA pharmacies are administering the vaccine.  At this writing, we have had 109 
independent pharmacies respond to this survey. Of those pharmacies, they have received 27,825 doses since January 4 and these 
independent pharmacies have administered more than 28,000 doses.  It gets up above 100% when you include the “angel doses.”  
Pharmacists are continuing to administer these remaining doses and in general are out of the 100+ doses within 3 days of receiving 
the delivery.  It is not difficult to see that much more vaccine needs to be administered when our pharmacies are reporting an average 
of more than 800 on their waiting lists.       

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/National-Strategy-for-the-COVID-19-Response-and-Pandemic-Preparedness.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-CP/HANs/HANS21-06-COVID-19-Vaccine-Administration-Management.pdf
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Pharmacies responding to the survey overwhelmingly report having received 100 doses of Moderna vaccine in one or more weeks 
which must be refrigerated upon receipt and cannot be refrozen. Sixteen pharmacies received a total of 1600 doses of Pfizer vaccine 
on January 13th which had to be refrigerated and had less than a 120-hour window for usage once removed from ultra-cold storage at 
Morris & Dickson.  Five pharmacies received direct shipments from Pfizer of 975 doses of Pfizer vaccine in a thermal shipping 
container that must be topped off with dry ice every five days (4,875 total doses.)  LDH expects direct shipment of Pfizer vaccine to 
be administered within 14 days. While the Pfizer vaccine requires special handling, it was safely  and efficiently handled by our 21 
independent pharmacies. Of the 6,475 total Pfizer doses (not including extra or “angel” doses) about 200 doses remain and are 
scheduled to be administered over the next four days.  
 

All vaccines allocated to our independent pharmacists to date are intended for first doses.  Gov. John Bel Edwards affirmed in his 
press conference today (1/22) what LDH/OPH leaders and staff have maintained all along:  that the second doses will be 
automatically sent on or before the 28th or 21st day as applicable. While we have read that other states may not have enough vaccines 
for second doses, the governor reiterated that the state has the second dose vaccine.   Pharmacists are exercising their professional 
judgment and making adjustments as the COVID rollout continues. They have demonstrated that they are committed to the safe and 
efficient delivery of vaccine within their communities and beyond.  They have proven to be nimble and ready to adopt new business 
practices that best serves the needs of the public and community where they are, they just need a chance (and vaccine) 

 
New LDH COVID Q&As Features Local Pharmacies This week, LDH added a new Common COVID-19 Vaccine Questions for 
Providers section in the Provider Information section of their COVID Vaccine Information webpage. Interestingly, both of the posted 
Q&A are highly relevant to independent pharmacy vaccine providers. The first question answered is “How are pharmacies selected 
for getting vaccine?”  
The second question is “Can the Office of Public Health (OPH) provide onsite vaccinations to sites where large groups of people 
live or gather together?”  In their response, LDH prominently mentions local pharmacies: 

Just as everyone else, contact local pharmacies (see covidvaccine.la.gov) and try and schedule individual appointments for your 
staff and customers. 

Work with a local pharmacy to see if it might be an option for them to establish an on-site program for you. [emphasis added] 

The answer concludes with the important caveat “of course, the limiting factor for all of these approaches is the continued lack of 
vaccine, both at the State, local and individual provider level.” 

While vaccine is currently in short supply, we anticipate additional vaccine to become increasingly available in the coming weeks 
and months. Two new vaccines are expected to enter the market in March and production of Pfizer and Moderna will rapidly ramp 
up. You may want to consider now what role your pharmacy may be able to play in providing onsite vaccinations within your 
community when you are able to get vaccine. This is a marathon and not a sprint. 

LIPA v. ESI In May 2020, LIPA filed a Complaint for Declaratory Judgment against Express Scripts (ESI) for their continued 
failure to remit the Ten Cent Provider Fee for certain plans. The Complaint asks the U.S. District Court for the Western District to 
determine whether Medicare preempts La. R.S. 46:2625 (authorizes LDH to impose a fee of Ten cents ($0.10) per out-patient 
prescription which is considered an allowable cost to be included in reimbursement rates) and La. R.S. 22:1860.1 (obligates a health 
insurance issuer or its agent to reimburse pharmacies for the Ten Cent Provider Fee). 

In July, ESI filed a Motion to Dismiss, which if granted, would end the lawsuit. Because of the record number of hurricanes in 2020, 
several extensions were granted, and LIPA did not file its Opposition to the ESI Motion to Dismiss until November. Earlier this 
week, ESI recently filed its Reply to LIPA’s Motion of Opposition. 

Because the La. Department of Health (LDH) uses the Ten Cent Provider Fee to draw down matching federal funds, LDH requested 
permission from the Court to file an amicus curiae brief in support of LIPA’s Opposition to ESI’s Motion to Dismiss. A hearing on 
the LDH request has been set for February 24, 2020. LIPA will provide an update on the outcome of that hearing as soon as possible. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/4120
https://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/4120
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=100755
https://legis.la.gov/Legis/Law.aspx?d=963687
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Pfizer Will Ship Fewer Vaccine Vials to 
Account for ‘Extra’ Doses 

While the governor says that we should see the same amount of 
vaccines forthcoming we now see a national public source, The 
New York Times, stating in an article released today: 

 In December, pharmacists made the happy discovery that they 
could squeeze an extra vaccine dose out of Pfizer vials that were 
supposed to contain only five. 

Now, it appears, the bill is due. Pfizer plans to count the surprise 
sixth dose toward its previous commitment of 200 million doses 
of Covid vaccine by the end of July and therefore will be provid-
ing fewer vials than once expected for the United States. 

And yet, pharmacists at some vaccination sites say they are still 
struggling to reliably extract the extra doses, which require the 
use of a specialty syringe. 

“Now there’s more pressure to make sure that you get that sixth 
dose out,” said Michael Ganio, the senior director for pharmacy 
practice and quality at the American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists. Read more here. 

 

Biden’s HHS Freezes Trump Insulin, 
Epinephrine Rule Until March 

It has been only 2 days since President Joe Biden took office and 
him and his administration are already quick to action. In a recent 
story from Bloomberg Law stated: 

The HHS Thursday froze the former Trump administration’s De-
cember drug policy that requires community health centers to 
pass on all their insulin and epinephrine discount savings to pa-
tients.  

Centers that don’t pass on the savings wouldn’t qualify for feder-
al grants. The rule, which was finalized in late December, is de-
layed until March 22, the Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices said in a Federal Register post.  

This freeze is part of the Biden administration’s large-scale effort 
announced this week that will scrutinize the Trump administra-
tion’s health policies. If the previous administration’s policies 
raise “fact, law, or policy” concerns, the Biden HHS will delay 
them and consult with the Office of Management and Budget 
about other actions.  

Former HHS leaders argued the drug rule would benefit patients 
who struggle to pay for expensive insulin and allergy medication. 
However, the health centers said they already pass on those sav-
ings and this rule is merely an administrative burden that paints 
them as entities that price-g0uge patients. It’s not clear how 
many facilities would have to follow the rule or face funding re-
strictions. 

We are always here for you. 

 

543 Spanish Town Rd  

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 

Toll Free: (866) 266-1334 

Phone: (225) 308-2030 

Fax: (225) 308-2040 

 

Email us at: 

communications@LIPAnow.org 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/16/health/Covid-Pfizer-vaccine-extra-doses.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/12/16/health/Covid-Pfizer-vaccine-extra-doses.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/22/health/covid-vaccine-pfizer-extra-doses.html
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/pharma-and-life-sciences/bidens-hhs-freezes-trump-insulin-epinephrine-rule-until-march
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-28483.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-01629.pdf
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/health-law-and-business/last-minute-flurry-of-health-rules-subject-to-biden-60-day-pause
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