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What’s New and What to Watch 

 Dates to Know 

In this week’s issue: 

• CARES Act Provider Relief Payment Application Deadline is This Monday August 3 

• Applications for Frontline Worker $250 Payments 

• Supreme Court Rally Planned for October 6 

• Readiness of Community Pharmacies to Administer COVID-19 Vaccines 

• COVID Impact on Louisiana Colleges and Economy Due to SEC Scaling Back Fall 
Football 

 

Members 

 We have seen the last week of July dominated by COVID-19 news at both the 
state and national levels. The good news is that daily reports from LDH this week revealed 
decreases in the number of persons hospitalized for COVID-19 on three different days 
even though many new cases continue to be identified daily statewide. The Administration 
reported yesterday that every region of the state continues to have a positive test percentage above 10% and an average 
transmission rate (the number of other people known to be infected by persons who test positive) greater than 1 (both are 
considered problematic).  Louisiana continues to have the highest per capita rate of positive COVID cases of any state.  

 While the current modified Phase 2 executive order ends next week, Governor John Bel Edwards indicated yesterday that 
we should not expect further loosening of the current restrictions any time soon, based on the current data. According to a story in 
the Advocate, the Governor has so far resisted recommendations coming from the White House to put additional restrictions in 
place including reducing indoor dining capacity, closing gyms and limiting in door gatherings to 10 people or fewer.  

 Congressman Mike Johnson reported this week that he is self-quarantining as he had dinner Monday night with his friend 
Representative Louie Gohmert of Texas who learned that he had COVID only because he was tested at the White House, prior to a 
planned flight on Air Force One from Washington to Midland Texas Tuesday. Sadly, businessman and former presidential 
candidate LIPA is closely following COVID-19 vaccine news and developments as we anticipate that many of our members will 
want to participate in any COVID immunization effort.  

CARES Act Provider Relief Payment Application Deadline is This Monday August 3 The extended deadline to apply 
for a CARES Act Provider Relief Payment is this Monday, August 3.  LDH used their Twitter (@LADeptHealth) feed yesterday 
(July 30th) to urge Medicaid providers to apply with the following two tweets:  

• “The deadline for Medicaid and CHIP providers to apply for the CARES Act Provider Relief Fund is August 3, 2020. 
Learn more and get answers to common questions: http://www.ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/4011 

• All Medicaid and CHIP providers are encouraged to apply, even if you think you may not 
qualify under current requirements. You may still qualify or qualify at a later date. 

 
• August 3rd—Deadline to 

apply for CARES Medicaid 
Provider Relief payment  

• August 18th/19th—LIPA 
Board meeting 

• October 6th—U.S. Supreme 
Court to hear Rutledge vs 
PCMA 

• October 17th-20th–NCPA 
2020 Annual Convention 

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/coronavirus/article_489d09f8-d0e7-11ea-8fc9-5f98fc6222a0.html
http://www.ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/4011
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The LDH webpage includes Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) that the Department has received: 

What do I do if I am experiencing technical difficulties when submitting my application? If you are experiencing issues with the 
system or application glitches, please try reapplying. 

 Are PPP loan recipients eligible to apply? Yes, receipt of a PPP loan does not make you ineligible to apply. However, you must 
not have received payment from the $50 billion General Distribution. 

Can an agency still apply if the provider NPI listed was where the Medicare payment was delivered?  No. If the provider received 
payment that was from the $50 billion General Distribution is under the same TIN they cannot apply. 

Question: If a provider received funding in the Medicare tranche, can they still apply? Providers who received an automatic 
distribution in the first tranche [we had to look this word up! The definition of tranche is “a portion of something—especially 
money”] tranche is based on Medicare revenues are excluded from applying.  Providers were asked to apply for the second 
tranche of funding to supplement the first tranche up to 2% of net patient revenues.  If they did or not exercise this opportunity, 
they are excluded from applying now.  HRSA is aware of the communication confusion that caused many providers not to 
pursue the funds in the second tranche, which is now barring them from the current process.  They are working on potential 
future opportunities to correct this issue but currently, there is no remedy available. [emphasis added] 

Question: Can a provider receive Provider Relief Funds and still bill for services? Yes.  This is not “double billing” as the 
Provider Relief Fund is a grant for loss of revenues and other income impacts to providers during the COVID-19 public health 
emergency.  It does not need to be paid back. However, part of terms and conditions advises that you’re not allowed to balance bill 
when you receive these funds. See the Terms and Conditions for more information. 

Question: LDH Medicaid collected claims information from providers.  Do we still need to apply? Yes.  The data that LDH 
collected and submitted to HHS and CMS was to help guide the application process.  It did not guarantee a distribution and 
providers must still apply for the funding in order to receive it. 

Next LIPA Board Meeting The next LIPA Board Meeting will be in Alexandria on Wednesday, August 19th. We are 
planning to have an “in person” meeting, with a briefing to the board planned for Tuesday night August 18th.  

Applications for Frontline Worker $250 Payments While the Department of Revenue announced this week that more 
than 205,000 applications have already been received for frontline worker payments [the cap is 200,000 payments] a significant 
number of applicants do not qualify. Frontline workers who have not yet applied should continue to submit their applications. 
The website Frontlineworkers.gov includes links to a a lengthy list of questions they have answered as well as an eligibility flow 
chart. This program provides a cash rebate to essential workers—including those employed in Louisiana pharmacies—who left 
their home to work at least 200 hours during the period March 22 to May 14. The Q&A includes the following:  Question: Which 
pharmacy staff are eligible for the rebate? Answer:  Workers providing pharmacy services at a medical location, at a drug store or 
at an independent pharmacy are eligible for the rebate.   

Supreme Court Rally Planned for October 6 You may recall that we were planning for a big rally on the steps of the 
Supreme Court on April 27 when Rutledge v PCMA oral arguments were originally that had to be cancelled due to the COVID 
pandemic. In conjunction with the now Tuesday, October 6th oral arguments, we are again planning a rally at the Supreme Court in 
Washington DC that day. We do not know yet whether the arguments will be in person or via teleconference. In either case, we 
still intend to rally. This will be outdoors and we can comply with any social distancing requirements that are still in place. 
Airlines are running sales on fares for fall travel right now! 

Readiness of Community Pharmacies to Administer COVID-19 Vaccines The news media this week continued to 
focus on a COVID-19 vaccine which could be available in as little as 120 days (“later this year or early next year”). The highly 
respected publication Health Affairs published an article last week suggesting issues that pharmacists and pharmacies can consider 
now to best position community pharmacies to 1) order and administer the COVID-19 vaccine when it becomes available and 2) 
receive and receive adequate reimbursement for vaccine administration from public as well as and private providers. 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/terms-and-conditions-medicaid-relief-fund.pdf
https://frontlineworkers.la.gov/
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LIPA did a deep dive to identify opportunities to best position our members to assist with the vaccine.  Our state law 
already allows pharmacists to both order and administer vaccines other than for influenza and pneumonia for individuals age 17 
and above. (The age restriction for influenza vaccine administration by pharmacists without a doctor’s order is age 7 and above).  
We used the June 2020  Pharmacist-Administered Vaccines grid created by the National Alliance of State Pharmacy Associations 
(NASPA) to compare Louisiana’s policy on this to other states.  This resource indicates that only six states allow Pharmacy 
Techs—with proper training-- to administer vaccines.  

Although it has not been officially announced, it is highly expected that Medicare Part B will allow for “roster billing” for 
the COVID-19 vaccine (as they do for influenza and pneumonia vaccine administration by pharmacists) once it becomes available. 
Now is the time to enroll in Medicare Part B as a mass immunizer  provider if you are not already enrolled. During this public 
health emergency (which will be in effect until at least October 21) the $596 enrollment fee is being waived. 

 PCMA’s “Full Court Press” Opposing PBMs Drug Rebate Changes In response to last minute action to revive and add the 
Drug Rebate changes to the Executive Orders signed by President Trump on Friday with the goal of lowering prescription drug 
prices, PCM<A has launched a fierce TV and digital ad campaign in opposition Two of their talking points—airing on Fox News 
among others and therefore seen by the President—are “Medicare drug premiums could increase 25%” and “Taxpayer costs could 
increase up to $400 billion.” 

 The Administration’s own fiscal note for this activity when it was being considered in early 2019 indicated that there 
would additional costs associated. Notably, the Executive Order includes language according to Forbes states that “prior to taking 
any action” regarding changes to the rebate system the Secretary of “HHS must confirm that such a policy wouldn’t lead to 
increases ... in premiums for Medicare beneficiaries.” Forbes observes “ that’s precisely the issue PBMs and payers have 
repeatedly raised over the years, as they claim that gutting rebates would lead to increases in premiums 

 

 COVID Adversely Impacts Louisiana Colleges (and the Economy) The SEC is Scaling Back Fall Football to 
conference games only  News today is that LSU will play four fewer football games this fall as all non-conference games in the 
SEC are being cancelled. LSU games that are being cancelled include Nichols State along with 3 Texas colleges and universities. 
Other Louisiana schools scheduled to play SEC schools—including ULM—have had their games cancelled and will take an 
economic hit as well: 

• Louisiana-Monroe vs. Georgia: $1.75M 

• Louisiana-Monroe vs. Arkansas: $1.4M 

• Louisiana Tech vs. Vanderbilt: $800k 

• UL-Lafayette vs. Missouri: $1.3M 

• Tulane vs. Mississippi State: $200K 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://naspa.us/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Pharmacist-Administered-Vaccines-June-2020-Final.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/Mass_Immunize_Roster_Bill_factsheet_ICN907275.pdf#:~:text=as%20a%20Medicare-enrolled%20provider%20offering%20influenza%20virus%20vaccinations%2C,types%3A%20A%20trad
https://www.pcmanet.org/policy-issues/drug-price-negotiations-rebates-2/
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/sports/lsu/article_5235ecf4-d2a5-11ea-bdcf-eb90377a3c87.html
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Long Odds of President’s Executive Orders 
on Drug Prices Actually Coming to 

Fruition 
Axios  

 Axios’ health reporters were not impressed with the 
four Executive Orders signed last Friday by President Trump to 
lower drug prices. They report that the EO’s are all recycled 
ideas including the proposal—already killed in 2019 -- give 
patients the drug rebates that are obtained by PMBs.  Their 
“reality check” was “The Trump administration has not enacted 
any major policies on drug prices.  ‘[The] executive orders on 
their own have limited authority and could take a long time 
to go into effect, if they go into effect at all.” [emphasis added] 
READ MORE: Trump signs executive orders claiming lower 
drug prices  
 

STAT News’ Star COVID Reporter Writes 
that COVID-19 Vaccine Expected to “Pack 

a Punch” 
Stat News 

 The STAT News reporter Helen Branswell, was one of 
the first to sound the alarm about COVID in the United States.  
Her first public mention of the virus was on Twitter on 
December 30 when she tweeted “Hopefully this is nothing out of 
the ordinary. But a @ProMED_mail posting about ‘unexplained 
pneumonias’ in China is giving me #SARS flashbacks.”  
According to Esquire, she had already posted 41 stories about 
COVID between the declaration of a national health emergency 
on March 13th and their June 16 interview with and  profile of 
her.  
 This week she reports that COVID vaccine trials to date 
indicate that the vaccines appear to be “reactogenic” --meaning 
they have induced short-term discomfort in a percentage of the 
people who have received them in clinical trials. This kind of 
discomfort includes headache, sore arms, fatigue, chills, and 
fever.  Her take is that this is not a cause for alarm but for 
education to mentally prepare people. She uses as an analogy the 
shingles vaccine which is reactogenic as well—but getting 
shingles is far, far worse that the vaccine.  
READ MORE: Covid-19 vaccines may cause mild side effects, 
experts say, stressing need for education, not alarm   
 

First USA Phase 3 COVID Vaccine Trial 
Kicks Off 

CNN 
 The airwaves were filled on Monday with the news that 
Moderna, one of the Operational Warp Speed-funded 
manufacturers of the COVID vaccine who developed theirs in 
partnership with the National Institute of Health (NIH) had 
begun their Phase 3 trials in the U.S. According to CNN “The 
trial is to be conducted at nearly 100 US research sites, 
according to Moderna. The first patient was dosed at a site in 

Savannah, Georgia. The trial is expected to enroll about 30,000 
adult volunteers and evaluates the safety of the Moderna/NIH 
vaccine and whether it can prevent symptomatic Covid-19 after 
two doses, among other outcomes. Volunteers will receive either 
two 100 microgram injections of the vaccine or a placebo about 
28 days apart. Investigators and participants will not know who 
has received the vaccine.” 
READ MORE: First Phase 3 clinical trial of a coronavirus 
vaccine in the United States begins 
 

Odds and Ends 
Twitter 

 A reminder that getting a vaccine approved does not 
mean we have the manufacturing, distribution & point of care 
mechanisms to get people vaccinated. @amelec 
The first coronavirus vaccine is unlikely to be the knockout 
punch you may be hoping for. @axios 

IN THE NEWS 

We are always here for you. 
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https://www.axios.com/impeachment-hasnt-dulled-trumps-interest-in-drug-prices-18f68d91-9f87-40c3-b511-c302aea22520.html
https://www.axios.com/trump-signs-executive-order-drug-pricing-66a29950-7e61-4dbe-bbe1-9008c137e505.html
https://www.axios.com/trump-signs-executive-order-drug-pricing-66a29950-7e61-4dbe-bbe1-9008c137e505.html
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/a32473190/helen-branswell-interview-coronavirus-covid-19-lessons/
https://www.esquire.com/news-politics/a32473190/helen-branswell-interview-coronavirus-covid-19-lessons/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/07/27/covid-19-vaccines-may-cause-mild-side-effects-experts-say-stressing-need-for-education-not-alarm/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/07/27/covid-19-vaccines-may-cause-mild-side-effects-experts-say-stressing-need-for-education-not-alarm/
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/27/health/coronavirus-vaccine-trial-begins-moderna-phase-3/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/27/health/coronavirus-vaccine-trial-begins-moderna-phase-3/index.html
https://twitter.com/amalec
https://twitter.com/axios/status/1287915680604590080

