
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ITS NOT TOO LATE TO LET US KNOW YOU ARE ATTENDING LIPA MEETING! 
We hope you can join us next Friday July 23rd at the LIPA Member meeting we will be beginning at 8:00AM on 
July 23rd, at the Southern Hotel in Covington, LA. The Board will meet on Thursday afternoon July 22nd , beginning 
at 2:00 PM and LIPA members are welcome to attend. Additional speakers confirmed this week –either Thursday or 
Friday—include e Louisiana Insurance Commissioner Jim Donelon and Michael Boutte, who was announced on 
Monday as Louisiana’s new Interim Medicaid Executive Director. We hope to complete the day by 5:00 PM Friday 
with a reception at a local restaurant for a casual review and refreshments before we all depart.  
Major topics of discussion include 1) understanding PBM contracts, 2) current trends in state laws impacting the 
practice of pharmacy, 3) use by states of transparent contracting including “reverse auctions” in pharmacy 
procurement, and 4) a session on recapping pharmacy issues within the Department of Insurance vs. LA Board of 
Pharmacy as well as matters not in their purview but that LIPA staff may be able to provide assistance. 
There is no registration fee for the conference but we need to get a “head count” for logistical planning purposes. If 
you plan to attend, please let us know by sending us an email to communications@lipa.org no later than Monday 
July 19th or calling Danielle Hodge at 225-308-2030. 
Confirmed speakers for the four sessions include: 

• Benjamin Jolley, Independent Pharmacist and Consultant from the Salt Lake City, Utah area; 

• Mark Blum Executive Director of America’s Agenda, Washington, DC. and the PBM Accountability 
Project;  

• Senator Fred Mills, Chairman of Louisiana Senate Health & Welfare Committee 

• Mark Cuker and Conor McCabe, Attorneys with Jacobs Law Group in Philadelphia  

• Attorneys  Robert “Skeeter” Salim from Natchitoches and JR Whaley from Baton Rouge 

• Monique Whitney, Executive Director at Physicians United for Transparency & Truth (PUTT)  
 

“SUBSTANTIAL” INCREASES IN COVID-19 TRANSMISSION THROUGHOUT LOUISIANA  
We had hoped that LDH Advisories with headlines such as this one issued on Thursday July 15th were behind us but 
regrettably, that is not the case. Over the last week, the prevalence of COVID-19 has continued to worsen in all nine 
regions of the state with the Delta variant now in widespread circulation. The State reports that in the context of 
comparatively low vaccination rates, COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations, emergency department visits, and 
outbreaks in Louisiana are all increasing. 
Breakthrough Cases We are seeing an increase in “breakthrough” cases in Louisiana and LDH is asking health care 
providers to report breakthrough cases of COVID-19 (along with COVID-associated deaths, hospitalizations, and 
COVID during pregnancy). A breakthrough case is defined as an individual who tests positive for COVID at least 
two weeks after completing the vaccination series. LDH notes that while still rare, breakthrough cases can be 
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expected to increase as community prevalence of COVID-19 increases. We also note LDH guidance that vaccine 
providers should counsel patients that the three currently-available COVID-19 vaccines provide excellent but not 
absolute protection against the virus. 
The advisory concludes with LDH general recommendations based on a person’s vaccination status and other 
factors: 

• Individuals Not Yet Fully Vaccinated “should” mask and distance in public settings and particularly 
indoors, for their safety and for the safety of those around them. 

• Individuals Fully Vaccinated can assume they have “very good, but not absolute” protection. Their risk, 
while relatively small, will increase as the amount of COVID-19 circulating in their community increases. 
Masking and distancing particularly when indoors will increase their safety should they desire extra 
protection. 

• Individuals at Increased Risk for COVID-19 Complications (due to “advanced age” or underlying medical 
condition or who have a member of your household family unit who is), LDH strongly recommends they 
consider masking and distancing when indoors and/or in close proximity to others for added protection. 

LDH ANNOUNCES PHARMACY DISPENSING SURVEY STAKEHOLDER MEETING 
Louisiana Medicaid is moving forward with a new pharmacy cost of dispensing survey which could result in an 
adjustment to the professional cost of dispensing fee. Medicaid-enrolled pharmacies should have received the e-mail 
copied below this morning (Friday, July 16th) from Matt Hill at Myers and Stauffer   (mhill@mslc.com--check your 
mail folders). 
 Subject: Louisiana Department of Health Pharmacy Cost of Dispensing stakeholder meeting  
 Dear Pharmacy Owner or Manager: 
The Louisiana Department of Health (LDH) will be conducting a pharmacy cost of dispensing survey. The survey 
results will be used to evaluate the Medicaid pharmacy reimbursement methodology.  
LDH has engaged Myers and Stauffer LC, a national Certified Public Accounting firm with extensive experience in 
government healthcare and pharmacy reimbursement issues to perform the pharmacy cost of dispensing study. The 
survey is expected to be mailed in August 2021. The purpose of this email is to inform you of plans for the survey 
and to invite you to participate in an upcoming stakeholder meeting. 
A stakeholder meeting will be held via internet and phone using WebEx on Monday August 2, 2021 at 3 pm CDT. 
LDH and Myers and Stauffer representatives will discuss the overall goal of the survey, its scope, the timeline for 
completion, the roll of the vendor in the survey process, solicit your feedback and address any questions you may 
have on the overall process.  
You can join the meeting via the Internet to view presentation slides and via telephone for the audio portion of the 
meeting. 
 Date and Time 
Monday, August 2, 2021 3:00 PM CDT 
 Presentation Slides 
Use the following link in your web browser: 
https://mslc.webex.com/mslc/j.php?MTID=m83c00c0a8d023dcf9aebde63f4b5899d 
Presentation Password: 
BMyH4QEtp27 
If you join through a web browser, there will be an option for Webex to call you for the audio portion of the call or 
to use computer audio. Please select this option if you will be attending both online and over the phone. 
 
 
 



 

 

If you will be attending by phone only, you can access the conference call line via the information below: 
Telephone: 844.740.1564 
Attendee code: 161 069 0135 
Please contact Matt Hill with Myers and Stauffer LC at (800) 374-6858 or mhill@mslc.com should you have any 
questions. 
LOUISIANA’s “BEST” COVID-19 VACCINE STATISTIC 
We are accustomed to seeing the reports that Louisiana lags almost all states in the number of people vaccinated for 
COVID-19, ranking 49th or 48th for most indicators. The metric for which Louisiana is best in the national rankings 
is “Percent of people 65 years +, reported as fully vaccinated.” For that population, Louisiana ranks 35th! 
COMMUNITY PHARMACISTS PLAY KEY ROLE IN INCREASING VACCINE TAKEUP 
When we consider what is happening in our state, the role that our community pharmacists can play in addressing 
vaccine hesitancy and getting patients and customers to take the vaccine takes on increasing importance. David 
Chauvin, one of our LIPA members (Lil Dave’s Pharmacy locations in Plaquemine and Donaldsonville) recently e-
mailed us noting that while—due to lost paperwork—he was not enrolled as a provider during the January-March 
“crush”, he has been very successful in getting reluctant patients to get vaccinated. 
We followed up with David to get more information about his experience in addressing COVID-19 vaccine 
hesitancy. He talked about the relationships he has built with his customers which result in the development of trust 
(reinforcing the fact that community pharmacists are highly trusted sources of information). Additionally, he has 
received the vaccine himself and freely shares that fact with patients. Some of his patients actually waited to get the 
vaccine until after he was immunized and felt an increased degree of willingness to get the vaccine once he had 
received it.  He stated he has to provide Covid-19 vaccine information in various methods in order to convince 
patients to receive the vaccine.  There’s no “one size fits all” messaging.  The bottom line is to know your patients 
and how to approach them. He also stated that many patients were simply scared of the needle!!! 
Question for members who provide COVID 19 vaccines: what are you doing to address vaccine hesitancy among 
your patients? Do you have “promising practices” or suggestions? Drop us a line at vaccines@lipa.org and share 
your experiences. We still have a long way to go to achieve the needed COVID-19 vaccination levels in our 
communities, neighborhoods, and states. 
LHCC (MEDICAID MCO) PARTNERS WITH LIPA TO GET MEMBERS VACCINATED 
Louisiana Healthcare Connections (LHCC)/Evolve Pharmacy Solutions--which has more than a half million 
Louisiana Medicaid members –is reaching out to LIPA member pharmacies to help identify their patients who have 
not yet received their COVID-19 vaccine but would do so if someone they trust contacted them about receiving it. 
Community pharmacists who administer a COVID vaccine to a LHCC vaccine-eligible member by the end of July 
will receive an extra $25 bonus payment, in addition to the standard Medicaid reimbursement ($37.08 COVID 
vaccine administration fee and an additional $32.60 for an in-home vaccine) bringing the total reimbursement for in-
home vaccines to $94.68.  
LHCC members who have received at least one vaccine at any time are eligible for a $25 reward loaded directly to 
their My Health Pay reward card by visiting louisianahealthconnect.com/Get25 and of course, they are also eligible 
to register for the state’s vaccine lottery: $100K weekly drawing [$100K college scholarship for those under age 18] 
and grand prize $1 M drawing to be announced August 13th  (shotatamillion.com). 
FIRST SHOT AT A MILLION WINNERS ANNOUNCED 
Clement Dasalla an 80- year old  malefrom New Orleans and Skyla Degrasse, a 17-year-old  female from 
Hammond,  were announced by Governor Edwards earlier today as Week 1 winners of a $100,000 cash prize and 
$100,000 college scholarship. 
LINKS MESSAGE REGARDING VFC PROVIDER RECERTIFICATION 
COVID vaccine providers may have noticed when logging onto LINKS a popup message regarding Vaccines for 
Children (VFC) Provider Recertification by July 23rd in order to remain active and continue placing VCF orders. 
Note that this requirement pertains to the VFC Program enrolled providers only. It does not impact your status as a 
COVID-19 Vaccine Provider and no action is necessary at this time to continue administering COVID-19 vaccines.  



 

 

OFFICE OF GROUP BENEFITS (OGB) PBM STATUS UPDATE  
This week the OGB hosted a series of meetings to report to their Policy and Planning Board and the Estimating 
Committee the status of the OGB health plans as they continue providing the health insurance benefits for a quarter 
million Louisiana state employees, retirees and their dependents. OGB has released a new solicitation for offers 
(SFO) to find a PBM to handle the emergency contract for the next year or so. You may recall that about a year ago, 
OGB chose CVS/Caremark as the winner of an RFP for the future PBM contract which could last five years or 
more. That contract award is still under protest and continues to move through the judicial process. The incumbent 
PBM MedImpact was granted a one -year emergency contract (1/1/21-12/31/21) to manage the pharmacy services, 
pending resolution of the protest and any possible litigation. An important stated goal of the emergency contract is to 
avoid member and provider confusion and disruption. It is important to note that several other states are 
investigating the actions of PBMs --particularly CVS Caremark-- relative to the overall cost of their state employee 
health program.   
WRITTEN COMMENTS ON LA MEDICAID MCO  
LIPA has submitted questions and comments on the RFP issued June 23rd for Louisiana Medicaid MCOs. While it is 
the announced intent of LDH to migrate to a single PBM in conjunction with the new MCO contracts, we have to 
assume the worst-case scenario: that the single PBM contract award could be delayed due to circumstances beyond 
the state’s control with a protracted contesting in the courts of the contract award similar to what we are seeing with 
the 2020 OGB PBM contract award.  
LDH has published online all of the written comments received regarding Medicaid Managed Care following their 
invitation for stakeholders to submit input on a variety of issues in late 2020. Here is the link to the comments LIPA 
submitted. 
A CONVERSATION WITH LIPA FOUNDING MEMBER ANDY SOILEAU 
As LIPA is marking its 20th anniversary this month, LIPA staff has conducted interviews with some of the LIPA 
founding members (who were Ricky Guidry, Andy Soileau, Allen Cassidy, Nolton Causey, Marty McKay, and the 
late Johnny Letard). We will be posting interviews with a number of these as you read our initial interview with 
Nolton last week.  Today we talked with Richard “Andy” Soileau of New Iberia who is one of the independent 
pharmacists who founded LIPA. Andy Soileau remains on the LIPA board as a Chairman Emeritus, taking a slight 
step back from the Chairman position and retiring from his position on the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy last year. 
We asked Andy to take us back to 2001 and reflect on what he and his colleagues hoped to accomplish at the time. 
Andy explained that before LIPA existed, he and Marty McKay were essentially the legislative liaisons for the 
Louisiana Pharmacy Association (LPA) but they were seeing a decline in participation by independent pharmacists 
in LPA and—as independent pharmacists—they recognized the need for a greater “voice” for independent 
pharmacies. Their goal was not to replace LPA but rather to augment their efforts (hence LIPA paying members’ 
LPA dues, which continues to the present). One of the founding members’ main goals was to educate the healthcare 
community, including patients, on the myriad of issues that surround independent pharmacies. He recalls that as one 
of the nation’s first independent pharmacy associations, LIPA representatives were actually asked to leave certain 
meetings that organizers felt they should not be allowed to attend! 
He voiced pride in the team that the association has been able to assemble and considers it to be LIPA’s greatest 
strength. “Our leadership is top notch and the connections our association is able to utilize have helped us 
tremendously along the way.” He noted LIPA’s involvement with and support for the state’s schools of pharmacy 
and how that helps further the association’s mission. As to “what have you done for me lately,” Andy cites LIPA’ 
role in advocating for the state law requiring PBM’s to be licensed in the state of Louisiana to practice pharmacy.  
Andy was truly the “canary in the coal mine” and the first person in the nation to recognize and bring the use, 
manipulation and harm of Medicare DIR fees to the attention of CMS several years ago just after those egregious 
fees started being charged to pharmacists. Since that time we are seeing  increasing national attention by 
independent and chain pharmacies and associations, recognizing the harm these fees cause pharmacies and their 
patients, not to mention taxpayers.          
Going forward, Andy sees the favorable U.S. Supreme Court outcome of Rutledge vs PCMA as opening up a lot of 
opportunities for states—including Louisiana—to push forward. One area in which he thinks education of the public 
is needed is “steerage” by insurance companies to the pharmacy of their (rather than the patient’s) choice, since Act 
124 of 2019 [now in effect] prohibits this. 



 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL LANGUAGE SITES HIS SUPPORT FOR PLAINTIFF IN RUTLEDGE 
In a press release this week summarizing the Louisiana AG’s “successes” before the Supreme Court in during their 
last session, A.G. Jeff Landry had this to say about Rutledge v PCMA, the case in which the Supreme Court ruled 
that ERISA has limitations when it comes to PBMs: 
In Rutledge v. Pharmaceutical Care Management Association, Attorney General Landry joined a legal brief arguing 
that states must regulate pharmacy benefit managers in order to protect the well-being of consumers. Since PBMs 
act as gatekeepers between pharmacies, drug manufactures, health insurance plans, and consumers for access to 
prescription drugs – regulation of them allows the states to improve the transparency of prescription drug 
marketplaces and protect consumer access to affordable prescription drugs, especially in rural and isolated 
communities. After the Supreme Court’s unanimous decision, Attorney General Landry pledged to continue fighting 
for lower drug costs for Louisiana’s patients and keep working to protect our State’s businesses and consumers 
unfair trade practices. 
FEDERAL PREP ACT STILL IN EFFECT (AND SUPERCEDES STATE LAW) 
Our federal partner NCPA shared a recent letter from the CDC that while some states, localities and tribes may be 
electing to not renew their declarations of a COVID public health emergency, the federal emergency declarations are 
still very much in effect. Furthermore, the federal declaration expressly supersedes state or local law. The CDC 
pointed out that the PREP Acts liability protections will continue to be extended of qualified persons (including 
pharmacists, pharmacy interns, and pharmacy technicians) through 2024 regardless of actions a state or local entity 
might take. Some of the policies that continue to remain in effect for the duration of the federal declaration of public 
health emergency include waived health care requirements in federal health care programs including Medicare Part 
D flexibilities related to refill-too-soon edits, extended day’s supply, home or mail delivery, prior authorization, 
signature log requirements, and in-person audits. NCPA stressed that they are continuing to advocate for permanent 
adoption of greater flexibilities to permit pharmacist to practice to the full extent of their license.  
NALOXONE AWARENESS AND LDH LAUNCH OF ATLAS SUD TREATMENT PLATFORM ON JULY 
21  
Earlier this year, LIPA asked Louisiana Office of Behavioral Health (OBH) leadership if they had any materials 
available that pharmacies can use to advertise the availability of Naloxone.  While they do not have funding for 
posters or other materials, they have recently developed a “push card” that is the size of a business card and contains 
information regarding the availability of Naloxone on one side.  
 
 
 
OBH also asked that we help make pharmacists 
aware of a new online Substance Use 
Disorder treatment locator tool that they are 
calling ATLAS (the acronym for Addiction 
Treatment Locator, Assessment and 
Standards) that will be  launching on July 
21. It is intended to help persons with 
addiction—or their loved ones—find the addiction treatment facility that best meets their needs. OBH e-mailed 
LIPA and shared the following additional information: 

• ATLAS is a valuable, easy to use online referral resource for anyone working with those who have 
substance use disorders (SUDs).  

• ATLAS is the product of a two year, six-state pilot project with the national nonprofit organization, 
Shatterproof.  OBH is the lead agency for Louisiana in this project. 

• ATLAS is free and searchable by topics such as location, insurance accepted and services offered. 

• ATLAS provides information on whether SUD treatment facilities offer services that align with evidence-
based best practices known to improve patient outcomes.  It also allows patients and family members to 
report on their experiences in treatment, and read others’ experiences. 

Seeking naloxone to reverse opioid 
overdoses?  

Naloxone is available without a prescription at 
your  

local pharmacy and free with Medicaid. 
 Visit www.opioidhelpla.org 

 



 

 

WHY KNOWLEDGE OF NALOXONE AT PHARMACIES AVAILIBILITY MATTERS  
On Wednesday of this week, The Advocate published a story under the headline “One of the nation's worst surges in 
overdose deaths is happening in Louisiana . . .” According to the story, “about 1,930 people died of drug overdoses 
in Louisiana in 2020, an increase of nearly 48% from the roughly 1,300 such deaths reported in 2019, according to 
preliminary information from the National Center for Health Statistics. Only Vermont, West Virginia, Kentucky and 
South Carolina registered greater increases, with jumps ranging between 53% and 58%.” 
While we have seen some speculation that the COVID pandemic drove people to opioids, the East Jefferson Parish 
Coroner Dr. Gerry Cvitanovich who is quoted in the story stated that he hasn’t seen any evidence that the stresses of 
the pandemic actually drove more Louisianans to begin using drugs. Other experts quoted in national publications 
concur, saying all signs are that the lion’s share of the increased overdose deaths occurred among people who were 
already battling drug addiction. Their struggles were worsened by the isolation, interrupted routines and joblessness 
resulting from the pandemic.  
 
Dates to know 
July 22-23, LIPA Board Meeting in Covington  
October 9-12, NCPA Annual Convention in Charlotte, NC   
October 14-16, LPA Annual Convention & Trade Show in Alexandria, LA  
October 22, LIPA Board meeting in Monroe   
October 23, Homecoming Tailgate ULM vs South Alabama  
November 20, LIPA hosted ULM/LSU Tiger Stadium  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

In the NEWS: 
The infrastructure drug deal 

Axios 07/14/2021 
Senate Democrats have a new pay-for to finance a "soft" infrastructure bill: renegotiating Medicare prescription 
drug prices to save $600 billion — setting up a battle between progressives and well-capitalized drug companies. 
Why it matters: By targeting pharma, Democrats are opening up a funding stream President Biden didn't initially 
include in his $4 trillion Build Back Better agenda. It relied on hiking taxes on corporations and Americans earning 
over $400,000. 
 

Hospitalizations rise in southeast Louisiana 
WWL-TV 07/14/2021 

HAMMOND, La. — In several parishes, hospitalizations from COVID are on the rise and are paired with plateauing 
vaccination numbers. 
At North Oaks Health Center in Hammond, the number of COVID patients has doubled over the last two weeks, 
according to Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Robert Peltier. 
“We saw almost all of the parishes in southeast Louisiana double their rate of both the percent positivity and 
incidents,” said Dr. Peltier. “Unfortunately, what concerns me as the chief medical officer is that over the past three 
spikes we’ve had, we’re about two to three weeks after we see those numbers going up that our hospital tends to see 
the large numbers of patients.” 

 
Our Views: Louisiana vaccinations continue to be too low. We can do better. 

The Advocate 07/12/2021 
Louisiana is next to last when it comes to vaccination rates. Thank goodness for Mississippi. 

We can’t blame Gov. John Bel Edwards. He’s pushed COVID-19 safety for the length of the global pandemic, and 
he’s made vaccinations a priority since vaccines became available. 

Our state isn’t doing well with making our paradise safer because many of our parishes aren’t doing well. The novel 
coronavirus is nothing to joke about. It isn’t a virus that should be ignored. It has killed more than 3.9 million 

globally, more than 600,000 nationally and more than 10,750 in Louisiana. Now there’s a particularly dangerous 
Delta variant. It’s in all 50 states, including this one. 

 
 

State’s veto override session all but inevitable  
The Times 7/15/21 

Lafayette Daily Advertiser USA TODAY NETWORK 
Louisiana’s first veto override session in modern history is all but inevitable with every Republican leader in the 
GOP-dominated House and Senate supporting returning to the Capitol to challenge Democratic Gov. John Bel 

Edwards’ vetoes. 
Senate President Page Cortez of Lafayette, House Speaker Clay Schexnayder of Gonzales and three key Republican 

caucus chairs — Senate GOP Chair Sharon Hewitt of Slidell, House GOP Chair Blake Miguez of Erath and 
Conservative Caucus Chair Jack McFarland of Winnfield — all support an override session. 

 
 



 

 

Louisiana lawmakers to return for first-ever veto override session 
The Advocate 7/16/21 

Louisiana lawmakers will return to Baton Rouge for an unprecedented session aimed at overriding the vetoes of 
Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards, after a majority of legislators signaled their intent to convene the veto session. 
House Speaker Clay Schexnayder said in a statement Friday the Legislature will hold the first-ever veto session, 
which begins next week. 
“In accordance with the Louisiana Constitution and the will of the majority of its members, the Legislature will 
return to Baton Rouge to consider overriding vetoes made by Governor Edward’s this session,” Schexnayder said. 
“This is democracy in action.” 
 
 
 
 
 


