
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Friday, March 5, 2021   

Louisiana Independent   

Pharmacies Association 

  What’s New and What to Watch 

  LIPA Newsletter: 
Bringing you the latest news and information concerning independent 

pharmacies and the profession at-large…. 

 

Members,  

 

LIPA vs Express Scripts Inc Ruling The biggest news we have to share with you as we close out the first week of March is that 

U.S. District Judge James D. Cain Jr. issued a ten-page ruling denying Express Scripts Inc’s motion to dismiss LIPA’s lawsuit filed 

last year challenging their refusal to pay the ten-cent provider fee in Louisiana law.  This is a significant victory for LIPA on behalf 

of our membership! This case hinges on whether Medicare preempts Louisiana law will actually now be heard and decided on the 

merits.  The seeming snails’ pace of getting relief through the courts can be frustrating. The reality is that the courts move slowly—

even more slowly during the pandemic—and due process provides many opportunities for defendants to throw up roadblocks and 

stall. That being said this motion was heard last Thursday, and we heard a ruling from Judge Cain last night, barely 7 days. The 

bigger the stakes— and the stakes for Express Scripts Inc are big here--the more opposition we can expect. 

Effective Rate Pricing Litigation We have received responses from a number of our member pharmacies indicating their 

willingness to sign on as named plaintiffs in LIPA’s expected litigation against those PSAOs who we can show-- based on evidence-

- are in violation of Louisiana laws prohibiting effective rate pricing for community pharmacies. If you have not yet responded, 

believe your PSAO is using effective rate pricing, and are willing to sign on as a plaintiff, e-mail us at don@lipa.org. LIPA has this 

on the “fast track” but as the Express Scripts litigation demonstrates, the relief we are seeking will take time. 

Legislative Update We know that members are interested in legislation that will impact them and their businesses that will be 

considered during the 2021 Louisiana legislative session that begins in just over a month on Monday, April 12. LIPA is closely 

monitoring Bills that are being pre-filed in both the House (58 Bills as of today) and Senate (33 Bills as of today). Senate Bill 11 

introduced by Senator Talbot would exempt COVID 19 relief funds from taxable income for state income tax purposes. 

This session legislators can file any number of local or fiscal bills, they are limited to filing five bills of a general nature and we 

anticipate they will be highly selective in non-fiscal bills they file (fiscal meaning that legislation has a fiscal impact on the state 

revenue expenditures).  We do anticipate that while the state does not have a tax on prescription drugs local and municipal 

governments do. Legislation may be introduced that establishes the state as a single source collector. This may impact the PBM’s 

refusal to pay taxes as they would then report and pay the taxes due on their mail-order prescriptions. 

Audits Are Back! Audits are again on the front burner and appear to be ramping up, based on the increased audit activity LIPA is 

seeing. SCIO is currently engaged in audits for OptumRx around the state according to the feedback we are getting from members. 

You may recall that we’ve been dealing with SCIO and their audit activities for a few years. That company was “released” from 

being an audit contractor for MedImpact at the end of 2020 because of their practices and the concerns LIPA expressed but they 

now appear working with OptumRx.  SCIO has previously stated and demonstrated that their company performs audits without 

regard to a state's actual laws, rules and regulations.   

Through LIPA you have all worked diligently to pass laws — now we must do the heavy lifting to make sure these laws are actually 

enforced.  If you have received a Notice of Audit, contact us and let us help walk you through familiarity with audit activities and 

how to respond in accordance with the legal requirements and protections in Louisiana law. It is important that you know your 

rights as well as your responsibilities. 

mailto:don@lipa.org
https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1200363


 

 

Fax This Week from Healthy Blue/CVS Caremark Re: “Medicaid Enrollment Required” Louisiana Medicaid 

leadership shared with LIPA that they have directed the Medicaid MCO Healthy Blue/CVS Caremark to retract the 

fax dated February 26th and sent to some Louisiana pharmacies earlier this week. It was not approved by LDH as 

required by the contract and contains incorrect information including phone numbers. 

Louisiana Medicaid is still requiring reenrollment of all providers—including pharmacies—but any deadlines will be 

established by them rather than by the five contract Medicaid MCOs or their PBMs. Updates on the New Medicaid 

Provider Enrollment Portal can be found at ldh.la.gov/medicaidproviderenrollment. 

Continuing Pharmacy Education (CPE) Update LIPA continues to work to enhance our CPE Program to meet the 

continuing education needs of pharmacists and pharmacy technicians practicing in Louisiana independent pharmacy 

settings. Fees are waived for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians employed by LIPA member pharmacies while a 

nominal fee is charged for others. Consistent with LIPA’s mission and goals, our CPE offerings will primarily focus 

on state and federal laws, regulations and policies and the business and administrative side of the practice of pharmacy.  

With a “reboot” of our CPE Program in 2021 and introduction of Live CPE through Zoom webinar, LIPA has already 

provided four CPE Activities this calendar year—all immunization-based—to pharmacists and pharmacy technicians.  

The new software LecturePanda  that we are using greatly simplifies the process of registration, learning assessment 

activities that are required by ACPE, including completion of a post-Activity evaluation, and automatically uploading 

CPE credits earned to CPE Monitor. The software validates your NABP eProfile # and MM/DD of birth so there is 

no possibility of a “typo.” 

We are planning to offer Home Study CPE in the near future to create even greater access for employees of our 

member pharmacies along with continuation/expansion of Live training via Zoom webinars on a variety of topics. 

One of our participants emailed us this week: “We are enjoying the virtual CE. There is nothing easier than sitting in 

your den with your feet propped up taking notes.” 

This week we e-mailed follow up reminders to folks who registered for CPE activities and included the link to 

complete the steps needed to get their credits successfully uploaded.  For those of you who participated in the January 

17th Activity, we were not yet using LecturePanda and you can find the link to the Evaluation Form using this link. 

Please complete it as soon possible as the 60-day deadline for submitting the credit to CPE Monitor is quickly 

approaching (~ March 18).  

When Doing Your 2020 Taxes. . .  Be mindful that may very well see a new Medicaid Cost of Dispensing Fee survey 

this year. The reality is that completing detailed surveys such as this one—which LDH mandates—can seem 

burdensome. You can plan ahead while you are completing your taxes so that you capture all of your costs associated 

with dispensing prescription drugs . . . and we know those costs have increased since the beginning of the pandemic.  

COVID Vaccine Watch Vaccine continues to be in limited supply for the next two weeks. Not every independent 

pharmacy that requested vaccine was allocated vaccine for both the week of March 8th and March 15th.  This seems to 

vary by region. One of the OPH Medical Directors e-mailed us yesterday, “We cannot meet everyone’s requests on a 

weekly basis because our allotment is unchanged.  We have other facilities that have not yet received vaccine because 

we have been recommending doses for pharmacies. IPs have to understand that we have to spread the vaccine 

around.” 

LDH has said that they do not expect to receive additional single-dose Janssen vaccine until the end of this month. At 

this point, they anticipate that an order could be placed by the state the week of March 22nd. Of course, this is all 

subject to change.  

Answering Questions About Fetal Cells in Janssen Vaccine Following any CPE Activity we present, LIPA is 

required to conduct a learning assessment. One of the questions we asked participants in the CPE training we did on 

the New Janssen vaccine was what they considered to be “the muddiest point” or most unclear to them. Based on early 

responses the most unclear is clearly [pun intended!]  the information on the moral and ethical questions that have 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__lipa.cmail19.com_t_t-2Dl-2Dmcwly-2Deniujukd-2De_&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=8xGspj8fcBfaKpK0RODmAQ&m=AFdSO75waMYqr8CEJhlR8RdlOolqxuJxA9GEnrDbbfY&s=RkU14h1GQL13e4lqsPwnwWzLUDhZ47RQPUROHXRioHk&e=
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=5Muzv9kxG022o7186Etrn3L7ZOFxl1VFqn7tVP43zXBUM0tOUTlFT0VJQ0taTUkwUkIyRUowS1dXMy4u


 

 

arisen relative to the Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) vaccine and its connection to cells from aborted fetuses. Among 

the responses we got:  

• I believe one of the biggest concerns in our area is the use of cell lines from aborted fetuses. It would have been great 

to elaborate on that issue. 

• Fetal material or not. What is 1 degree separate [We stated there was a “degree of separation” between actual aborted 

fetal tissue cell lines and the Janssen vaccine] 

• the Vatican's response 

• If aborted fetus was use at any point? 

Here is a link to a handout created by the State of North Dakota that provides answers to some of these questions as 

well as links to additional resources such as the Charlotte Lozier Institute that we recommend for getting answers 

beyond what you are likely to read in the newspaper or hear on TV. The answer to the question as to whether an 

aborted fetus was used “at any point” for the Janssen vaccine is yes.  

We will be e-mailing responses and feedback to participants in the CPE regarding this but wanted to share this with 

the entire membership in light of the level of interest. LIPA has suggested to Louisiana’s Immunization leadership 

that they may wish to consider issuing additional information that goes beyond high level talking point, such as the 

information in this North Dakota document 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.health.nd.gov/sites/www/files/documents/COVID%20Vaccine%20Page/COVID-19_Vaccine_Fetal_Cell_Handout.pdf


 

 

In the News: 

Louisiana will move to Phase 3 beginning March 3; mask mandate to remain in effect 

WAFB9 03/04/2021 

Louisiana will move into a modified version of Phase 3 of reopening the economy beginning Wednesday, March 3, 

Gov. John Bel Edwards announced during a news conference Tuesday, March 2. 

“We’re just, we’re in a better place,” said Edwards. 

The governor says after about 6 weeks of improving our state-wide daily COVID-19 case count, and a big decline of 

people in the hospital fighting the virus, now is the time to ease restrictions a bit. 

“Again, we’re optimistic that we can be successful. In fact, I know that we can be successful with the rules that are 

going to be in place, with the proclamation that will be effective tomorrow,” said Edwards. 

Louisiana’s percent positivity for COVID-19 tests is 5%. 

Gov. Edwards says his new executive order for Phase 3 will remain in effect until March 31. 

Under Phase 3, businesses such as restaurants, salons and malls can operate at 75% capacity. Gyms can operate at 

50% capacity. Bars in all parishes of the state can operate at 25% capacity and at 50% capacity in parishes with 

coronavirus positivity rates below 5%. 

Religious services do not have capacity limits by attendees must follow the statewide mask mandate. 

Gatherings at indoor event halls are limited to 50% capacity or up to 250 people. 

 

Slidell pharmacy trio admits to defrauding insurer of almost $15M in drug scheme 

Nola.com 03/04/2021 

Three men have pleaded guilty to health care fraud charges in a scheme to produce expensive medications at a Slidell 

pharmacy and get doctors and others to prescribe them, in some cases without seeing a doctor, according to a news 

release Thursday from the U.S. Attorney's Office. 

Authorities said the scheme, which started in March 2014 and lasted until October 2016, involved the owner of Prime 

Pharmacy Solutions of Slidell, 43-year-old Christopher Blackwell, along with the pharmacist in charge, 78-year-old 

Joseph Campo, and the pharmacy's IT director, Mario Deluca, 37. 

According to court documents, Prime Pharmacy produced compounded medications to meet the specialized needs of 

individual patients. But the co-conspirators came up with a way to maximize reimbursements from health benefit 

companies based on cost rather than medical need. 

 

Catholic Church warns about J&J/Janssen vaccine, cites 'moral implications' 

News 3 03/04/2021 

As thousands of the newly approved Johnson & Johnson vaccines are on their way to Nevada, Catholic Church leaders 

are urging parishioners to stop and learn about its moral implications. 

Monsignor Gregory Gordon with the Diocese of Las Vegas says he agrees with the U.S. Conference of Catholic 

Bishops, who in a statement said the vaccine raises "moral concerns" of using an abortion-derived cell line in testing, 

development and production. 

"Vaccines should be ethically made, where there's no link at all to cell lines from aborted fetuses," said Gordon. 

The concern isn't new. For years now, many vaccines for diseases like chickenpox, shingles and hepatitis A have 

been developed using cells originally derived from decades- old aborted fetuses. 

https://netorg6163997.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/LIPA/Ed5aYCNMr4tKu40ylCV2gSgBl97rta_DW3qE13l6Omairw?e=faEzAe
https://www.nola.com/news/courts/article_3f3fa7a6-7d3c-11eb-be06-8fdca01fabe7.html
https://news3lv.com/news/local/catholic-church-warns-about-johnson-and-johnson-janssen-vaccine-cites-moral-implications

