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What’s New and What to Watch 

 Dates to Know 

Members, 

First things first—we want to wish you a Happy Thanksgiving. 2020 has been an especially grueling year for all of us. Louisiana 
has not only had to grapple with the coronavirus pandemic but three hurricanes that impacted all regions of our state. We know that 
while Thanksgiving is primarily about counting the blessings in our personal lives and our families and friends, professionally 
speaking we have a lot that we can be thankful for as well. As essential businesses, pharmacies were never ordered to close their 
doors during the public health emergency, as was the case for many businesses. Both our federal and state governments have taking 
multiple steps to mitigate the adverse impact of the COVID pandemic through laws and policies that have had the desired positive 
effect. 

The practice of independent pharmacy in Louisiana has successfully navigated a number of threats this year, thanks in no small part 
to LIPA members working collectively. We know that Thanksgiving feels different than in previous years. Your efforts to help get 
your community vaccinated for COVID in the coming months (vaccines don’t help anyone—vaccinations do) will be a major 
factor in next year’s Thanksgiving being much more like we have become accustomed to.  

New LIPA Email Marketing Tool LIPA is rolling out the new template for its weekly newsletter today. You should receive the 
current version and the new version. If you did not receive two newsletters, please check your spam folder. To ensure you continue 
to receive the newsletter and other information from LIPA, please “whitelist” our address: communications@lipanow.org 

You can click on the name of your current email service provider for assistance on how to do this: Gmail, Yahoo, Hotmail, AOL, 
Outlook, MacMail, Verizon, Comcast, Cox.net, Other. 

Campaign Monitor Instructions 

COVID’s Third Wave in Louisiana In the five days since our last newsletter, COVID cases continue to skyrocket and 
hospitalizations in our state increased from 940 on 11/20 to 1,052 yesterday (11/24). This hospitalization trajectory was cited by 
Governor Edwards as necessitating additional restrictions on gatherings and businesses which he refers to as “modified Phase 2” 
and which will be in place until the end of the year. He announced that state employees are again working 
from home to the extent possible and urged employers to allow employees who can, to work at home. 
The reality is that working from home is not an option for our members and their employees. 
Furthermore, you continue to be faced with the increased cost of providing a safe environment for your 
patients and employees and complying with FDA guidance for pharmacies to prevent the spread of 
COVID. In discussions with LDH, LIPA staff stressed the need for these ongoing 
costs to be considered when setting the reimbursement rate COVID vaccine 
administration. 

 
• November 26th—Happy 

Thanksgiving 

• November 30th—Open 
enrollment deadline for 
Healthy Louisiana Medicaid 

• December 7th—Open 
enrollment deadline for 
Medicare 

Dates to Know 
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The new executive order calls for reducing occupancy at some businesses, decreasing gathering sizes, limiting indoor consumption 
at many bars and urges everyone in Louisiana to avoid gatherings with people outside of their everyday households. The Governor 
addressed holiday parties and said while he enjoys a good party as much as anyone, he is asking people to forego those gatherings 
this year because of the virus. 

COVID Vaccine Watch  

This Monday saw the announcement from AstraZeneca of another COVID that could be available for distribution in the near future. 
The chart below, created from Axios information, illustrates some of the nuances and differences in the vaccines announced to date. 

 
During his Tuesday press conference, Governor Edwards talked at some length about plans for distribution of the COVID vaccine in 
Louisiana. We know that on Thursday December 10, an FDA Advisory Committee will meet and is expected to approve the Pfizer 
vaccine. Within a couple of days, 30 to 50 thousand doses will be in route to two distribution points in Louisiana.  According to 
Governor Edwards, the Moderna vaccine could be coming a week or so later, with initially a lower number of doses allocated to 
Louisiana. The Governor stated that the state will follow federal recommendations for prioritizing vaccines, with frontline healthcare 
workers slated the get the vaccine first, followed by persons living in nursing facilities, assisted living, and other congregate settings. 
He expressed concerns about both the willingness of people to get vaccinated and vaccinated twice.  

Flu Shots Are More Important Than Ever In his remarks on Tuesday, the Governor spoke of the even greater importance of flu 
shots in preventing flu to reduce the need for staffed hospital beds during this public health emergency. According to the CDC, for 
last year’s flu season, Louisiana—at 44%--was in the bottom quintile of states as to the percentage of the state’s population who got 
a flu shot. We were one spot worse than Mississippi but did better than neighboring Texas as well as southern states Florida, 
Georgia. This was a huge improvement from 2018-2019 when Louisiana ranked second from bottom at 37.2%. This demonstrates 
that real progress is possible in a short timeframe and outreach and awareness by our LIPA member pharmacies who administer flu 
shots can be a major factor in further increasing the number of people who get a flu shot. 

This year’s “Roll Up Your Sleeves Louisiana” LDH-sponsored campaign has some great graphics that you can use on your social 
media pages to help with outreach and awareness. While the COVID vaccine is getting the lion’s share of attention right now, flu 
shots are important in responding to the current public health emergency. LDH, in their 2020-21 flu “key messages” reveals that last 
year in Louisiana, the flu was associated with more than 15,000 hospitalizations, more than 1,600 deaths, and 5 pediatric deaths. For 
the most recent week that surveillance data is available, the incident of flu in Louisiana right now is low and yet hospitals are 
reporting they are stretched to their limits.  

Louisiana COVID—19 Vaccination Webpage If you have not already done so, we suggest that you bookmark LDH’s “one stop 
shop” landing page for COVID-19 Vaccination information. One of the pages is specific to provider enrollment. In reviewing the 
pages this week, we noticed that LDH has extended the deadline to next Friday, December 4th for surveys and forms to be 
completed. (The deadline was previously November 24th). An addition to the webpage added on 11/21 is the CDC's Vaccine Storage 
and Handling Toolkit with updated COVID-19 vaccine storage and handling information.  

What Will the Tak Up Rate for the COVID Vaccine Be? While all three vaccines (Pfizer, Moderna, Astra-Zeneca) are 90% or 
greater effective in persons who receive the appropriate doses of vaccine, they are 0% effective in persons who do not. This week, 
WWL-TV in New Orleans went to City Park and asked people if they intend to get the COVID vaccine when it becomes available. 
The answers are interesting but show that even though the vaccine is going to be “free” to individuals [the cost is being picked up by 
American taxpayers], a considerable number of people are hesitant. 

  Pfizer-Bi9oNTech Moderna Oxford-AstraZeneca 

        

Efficacy 95% 94.5% 62% to 90% depend-

Vaccine Type mRNA mRNA Combination of com-

Doses Required 2 2 1.5 

Storage 5 days in a refrigerator 30 days in the refrig- Six months in the re-

Manufacturing Up to 50 M doses in 20 M does in 2020 Total annual capacity 

Cost $20 per dose $32 -37 $3-4 
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Some of the responses: 

• “I will be first in line.” 

• “No ma'am. "I wasn't able to see personally what the vaccine will do or what was put in the vaccine so I can't just put it 
in my body." 

• “Just too many unknown factors.” 

Last month, Gallup reported on reasons that people gave for not getting the vaccine: 

• 37% Concerns about the “rushed” timeline 

• 26% Want to wait to confirm it is safe 

• 12% Don’t trust vaccines generally 

• 10% Want to wait to see how effective it is 

• Other reason  

Documentation Needed to Request NADAC Price Adjustments Following up on our discussion with Louisiana Medicaid 
leadership at the LIPA Board Meeting last Thursday (11/19), they advised us that they reached out to both CMS and Myers & 
Stauffer to get additional information on NADAC pricing adjustments. They provided LDH the link to the methodology document 
and noted that he "Help Desk Support Functions" section of the NADAC methodology (page 32) specifies that providers can provide 
screen shots from their drug ordering system to support their request for price adjustments. Providers are encouraged to provide 
that information at the time they submit their request for an adjustment. A screen shot from the pharmacy's drug-ordering system has 
been and will continue to be accepted. Documentation provided from the point-of-sale terminal, or other non-ordering related 
systems, may not be used to support requests for NADAC rate adjustments. 

Medicare Open Enrollment We are nearing the end of 2020 Medicare Open Enrollment with the deadline being December 7 th. In 
setting priorities for outreach to your patients, Medicare Dual Eligibles can be considered lower priority as they can switch plans at 
any time during the Plan Year and will not need to wait until next October. You can identify your Dual Eligible patients using the 
Amplicare software. While we put extra focus on the benefits of Amplicare software during Open Enrollment, the platform adds 
value and has tools you can use throughout the year. Next Thursday Amplicare will be presenting a webinar Looking Ahead: What 
Should Pharmacists Expect in 2021? focused on “once the Medicare Annual Enrollment Period is over, what’s next for 
pharmacies?”  It will include key things pharmacists should know ahead of 2021 and presenters will share advice for improving 
performance on Medicare plans in the new year. LIPA staff plans to listen and provide highlights in next week’s edition of the 
newsletter. 

Likelihood of Trump’s Two Drug and Pricing Rules Actually Being Implemented As we reported last week, President Trump 
announced on Friday two measures intended to reduce the price of prescription drugs. In his remarks, he acknowledged that they 
may never come to fruition, saying of the Most Favored Nation rule “I just hope they keep it. I hope they have the courage to keep 
it.”  The final rules that were announced have hugely different winners and losers. For the Most Favored Nation rule, the “loser” is 
pharmaceutical manufacturers represented by PhRMA while for the Rebate rule, the loser is PBMs represented by PCMA. Both are 
expected to file suit to block implementation.  

Writing in a Health Affairs blog post on Monday, subject matter expert Rachael Sachs provides a good overview of the Rebate rule 
which is slated to become effective January of 2022 including changes from the original version and the procedural and substantive 
challenges that make it highly vulnerable to being overturned by the courts. 

Interestingly, the anticipated Biden administration may view the actions taken by President Trump—especially the Most Favored 
Nation provision which ties the price of approximately fifty “pricey” injectable drugs covered by Part B—to what other countries 

pay—as a gift. STAT News reports that Trump and Biden are actually closely aligned on drug pricing and included the following 
paragraph in a story published last Friday which contains a quote from former LDH Secretary Dr. Rebekah Gee who is now at 

LSUHSC: the Trump administration’s rule on [the] international pricing index may be a blessing in disguise for the incoming Biden 
administration,” said Rebekah Gee, who served as one of the co-chairs for Biden’s health policy team during his campaign, and 

whose name has circulated as one of several potential contenders for high-level health positions in the Biden administration. Gee 
also described a separate regulation released Friday that would end drug rebates as a second “blessing in disguise.” 
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