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What’s New and What to Watch 

 Dates to Know 

In this week’s issue: 

• Louisiana Congressional elections 

• Deadline extended to August 3 to apply for CARES Medicaid Provider Relief 
payment 

• Revised recommendation regarding who should apply for CARES Provider payment  

• Special Louisiana check write this week due to claims system glitch  

• New edition of Medicaid Pharmacy Facts 

• La Medicaid convenes meeting of pharmacy stakeholders 

• Presidential orders on drug pricing expected this afternoon 

• PBM Rule to be considered by Occupational Licensing Commission on 8/27 

• Research confirms greater access to pharmacies than primary care providers 

• Medicare mask scam alert 
 

Members 

 We have lots of news this week as we head into the last week of July. We continued to see sharp increases in COVID in 
Louisiana with 2000+ new cases on most days and rising hospitalizations. Hospitals in both Baton Rouge and Lafayette have stated 
that they have made the tough decision to again cancel voluntary surgical procedures in order to preserve hospital bed capacity. At 
the Governor’s COVID briefing on Thursday afternoon, he noted that the situation with available hospital beds is most dire in LDH 
Regions 4 (Acadiana), 5 (Southwest Louisiana) and 6 (Central Louisiana).  

 The Governor officially extended Phase 2 restrictions until August 7 and implied that if things do not begin to improve, 
more drastic steps will be taken [we assume that could include reverting to Phase 1 restrictions].  At the national level, President 
Trump acknowledged this week that “it will get worse before it gets better.”  We often lament that Louisiana is frequently first in 
the list of things that are bad . . . and near the bottom of the list of things that are good and that is the case for COVID cases per 
capita. As of yesterday, Louisiana has THE highest per capita COVID-19 rate (cases per 100,000 residents) of any state. The state 
has also now exceeded total 100,000 cases: the twelfth and by far the smallest state to do so.  And testing results are taking too long 
for the results to be helpful, according to a story in The Times Picayune/New Orleans Advocate. 

 Louisiana’s 2020 Congressional races now being set for the November 3 elections With qualifying this week, we can 
expect to see campaigns for all of the Congressional seats and one of Louisiana’s Senate seats begin to heat up. All of our 
congressmen except Representative Ralph Abraham have qualified and are running to retain their seats. State Representative Lance 
Harris (Alexandria) has qualified to run for the seat being vacated by Congressman Abraham, as has the Congressman’s Chief of 
Staff Luke Letlow who was promptly endorsed by Abraham. Among the candidates qualifying to run for the U.S. Senate seat 
occupied by Senator Cassidy is Adrian Perkins, the 34-year old mayor of Shreveport. It should be an 
interesting one hundred days, with the Presidential Election in full swing and a number of U.S. Senators 
more focused on defending their seats that passing any legislation such as addressing DIR fees or PBM 
abusive practices. In fact, yesterday the Cook Report released analysis showing that Democrats are now a 
slight favorite to take back the Senate.  

 • July 25th—LPA virtual 
conference  

• July 28th—Louisiana’s 
small businesses can apply 
for virus grants 

• August 3rd—Deadline to 
apply for CARES Medicaid 
Provider Relief payment  

• October 6th—U.S. Supreme 
Court to hear Rutledge vs 
PCMA 

• October 17th-20th–NCPA 
2020 Annual Convention 

Dates to Know 

Continued on next page 

https://www.nola.com/news/coronavirus/article_eec2447a-cc8b-11ea-9b29-3315817cbb7f.html
https://apnews.com/ad0402ffccdb6ea3cd375aebe15a47a2
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/cook-political-report-democrats-favored-to-take-back-senate-with-just-over-100-days-until-2020-election
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Deadline to apply for CARES Medicaid Provider funding extended to August 3rd! HHS has extended the deadline for 
two weeks until Monday, August 3 for Medicaid providers—including eligible pharmacies—to apply for a CARES Act Provider 
payment. Louisiana Medicaid leadership has begun proactively reaching out to Medicaid providers and urging them to apply. Far 
fewer providers applied by the deadline than HHS and state Medicaid programs were expecting: “an extremely low application 
rate.” In fact, no state had more than 6% of providers apply.   

 One important point to keep in mind is that having received a PPP payment or FEMA payment does not make you 
ineligible for this program. You can still get a CARES Medicaid provider payment equal to 2% of your revenue for patient care 
from all payer sources—not just Medicare. 

New recommendation regarding who should apply for  CARES  Medicaid Provider payment We have been 
watching for action by HHS that will allow an opportunity for our members who received Medicare Part B “push payments” --
which they kept or rejected—but who did not submit the required additional application to receive payments for a percentage of 
their prescription drug patient revenue. We have now seen two sources this week recommend that these providers go ahead and 
submit an application now. 

 NCPA wrote this on July 22nd: “HHS has extended the deadline for applications for the CARES Act Provider Relief Fund 
Medicaid/CHIP distribution to Aug.3, 2020. But, don’t wait – It’s highly recommended that you submit an application for the 
Medicaid/CHIP distribution whether or not you received the earlier General Distribution targeted at Medicare providers.” 

 LDH, Medicaid wrote this on July 20th: All Medicaid and CHIP providers are encouraged to apply, even if you think 
you may not qualify under the current requirements. You may still qualify or qualify at a later date. 

• HHS is conducting another webinar at 2 PM Central Time on Monday July 27th to provide information on the CARES 
Medicaid/CHIP Provider application process. You can register for the webinar here.   

• This Medicaid Provider Relief Fund Extension Fact Sheet created by HHS has step-by-step instructions for signing on to the 
application portal to submit your application and upload documents.  

• The Provider Relief Fund: Medicaid and CHIP Provider Distribution Fact Sheet is a two-page summary that includes 

eligibility requirements, permissible use of funds, attestation requirements, and a statement that provided Terms and 
Conditions are met, funds do not need to repaid at a later date. 

 Medicaid special payment by July 24 for pharmacists who did not get their July 20th check As many of you 
discovered, some pharmacists did not receive the Medicaid payment they were expecting from LDH for the week ending July 13 th 

(July 20th weekly check write). LIPA reached out to Medicaid leadership to express our concerns and received the following 
explanation and resolution:  Several Louisiana Medicaid long-term care and pharmacy provider claims scheduled for payment on 
July 13, 2020, were not paid due to a system error with DXC Technology, the state’s fiscal intermediary. Payment amounts have 
been identified and approved claims that were missed will be processed this week. All payments will be received via direct 
deposit by Friday, July 24, 2020. [emphasis added]. LDH stated that questions about any expected payment of claims can be 
directed to DXC Provider Relations at 1-800-473-2783. 

 Watch for a new edition of Louisiana Medicaid’s Pharmacy Facts LDH issued a new edition of Pharmacy Facts this 
morning. They were waiting for HHS Secretary Azar to officially renew the declaration of a public health emergency that was set 
to expire July 25 and he did that last night.  A number of the current Medicaid COVID-19 policies—waiver of Medicaid pharmacy 

co-pay, extension of existing prior authorizations, 90-day supplies, waiver of member signatures require waiver authority that 
apply only during public health emergencies and all have been extended through October 31. Louisiana Medicaid continues to 
officially encourage “free home delivery services or drive through pickup.” Public health emergencies last for 90 days, so the 

renewal will expire October 21 (according to our counting of 90 days from July 23rd!) without another extension, but we think it is 
highly doubtful that it would be allowed to lapse two weeks before the presidential election.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
https://webex.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1348276&tp_key=fa54a9fb41
http://www.ldh.la.gov/assets/medicaid/COVID-19/MedicaidProviderReliefFundExtension_FactSheet.pd
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/provider-relief-fund-medicaid-chip-factsheet.pdf
http://ldh.la.gov/assets/docs/BayouHealth/Pharmacy/PharmFacts/PharmacyFacts_7.24.20.pdf
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/covid19-23June2020.aspx
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Additional topics of interest that you can see addressed in the communication from LDH include: 

• The new federal requirement to include Quantity Prescribed for Schedule II drugs on the pharmacy claim. This will be a 
mandatory field for claims submitted September 21 and after so make sure that your billing software is compliant. 

• The updated (as of July 1) Louisiana Medicaid Preferred Drug List (PDL) is more of a “one stop shop” for information, as 
it now contains information that previously required going to a different document.   

 The first page now contains 1) links to each Medicaid MCO’s list of covered diabetic supplies (and coverage policies) 
and 2) the primary number for each Medicaid MCO and Legacy Medicaid’s Prior Authorization Departments.  

 A point of sale (POS) edit link under each therapeutic class has been added to make it easier to access (versus having 
to refer to a separate document).  

 Drugs highlighted in yellow denote a change in their PDL status from the previous version for quick identification.  

 Finally, the last couple of pages of the PDL now incorporate additional agents that have POS or clinical authorization 
requirements (rather than having to refer to a separate document. 

 Louisiana Medicaid Pharmacy Program meeting LIPA leadership participated in a very productive meeting on 
Thursday afternoon with attendees including the Louisiana Medicaid Executive Director Ruth Johnson, her Medicaid Managed 
Care and Pharmacy management teams, the Pharmacy Managers of the Medicaid MCOs and their trade association, and providers. 
It has been almost four years since Medicaid pharmacy program stakeholders were afforded an opportunity such as this to work 
collaboratively toward improvements to the Medicaid Pharmacy Program. We believe getting all of the parties to the table to talk 
about issues collectively can prevent misunderstandings and actions that have unintended consequences. 

 President Trump poised to sign drug pricing executive order The press is reporting—and Chief of Staff Mark 
Meadows confirmed last night in a TV interview—that President Trump will be signing thee Executive Orders this afternoon 
(Friday, July 24th) that are intended to lower the price of prescription drugs. POLITICO is reporting that elimination of drug 
rebates to PBMs is not among the actions being taken: “Trump shelved the ambitious proposal during a meeting this week with top 
officials, 10 people with knowledge of the decision told POLITICO. It marks the second time in two years that the president has 
rejected a policy that once served as the centerpiece of his administration’s blueprint for slashing pharmaceutical costs.  

 In case you missed it, POLITICO stated in their story that “On the heels of news this week that the rebate rule had been 
revived, the pharmacy benefit managers’ lobby PCMA swiftly rolled out an ad campaign on top-ranking Fox shows including 
Tucker Carlson, Sean Hannity and Fox & Friends, warning that the rule would raise seniors’ premiums — and offering the not-so-
subtle reminder that the election is fast approaching and a pandemic is going on.” 

Board of Pharmacy Meeting Scheduled for July 28th. The Board will conduct its next meeting on Tuesday, July 28th at 
9:00 a.m. via a Zoom videoconference. The meeting identification number is 948 0844 0583. The meeting passcode is 161952. The 

public meeting binder will be posted to the Board’s website 24 hours prior to the meeting. See the Full Agenda. 

Occupational Licensing Commission postpones decision on PBM rule until August meeting The Occupational 
Licensing Commission met yesterday for the first time since February when they postponed approval of the PBM licensing rule to 
allow for consideration of additional information sited by a representative of PCMA. The PBM rule was not on the July 23 rd 
agenda but will be considered at their next meeting on August 27th. 

 More justification for increased role of community pharmacies for Medicare beneficiaries It will come as no 
surprise to our members on the pharmacy front lines that their patients with Medicare visit the pharmacy far more often that their 
primary care provider. While research findings based on nearly 700,000 Medicare beneficiaries shows more visits to pharmacies 
than primary care provider offices, Louisiana is one of seven states in which the gap is 7 more visits (to the pharmacy) or greater. 
The researchers conclude that as a result of their high level of accessibility, community pharmacies are 
ideally positioned to provide chronic disease management and preventive care.  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
http://ldh.la.gov/assets/HealthyLa/Pharmacy/PDL.pdf
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/07/23/trump-government-drug-rebate-380549
https://zoom.us
http://www.pharmacy.la.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=520
http://www.pharmacy.la.gov/assets/docs/Board/2020-0728_0_AgendaBdMtg-V.pdf
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2768247
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Medicare beneficiaries being targeted with COIVD scams such as “free mask” offers This week, Medicare initiated 
an educational outreach campaign to alert Medicare enrollees to the many scams that exist in an attempt to obtain their Medicare #-

-a highly valuable piece of data that can be used for multiple nefarious purposes but primarily to fraudulently bill Medicare. On 
Wednesday, Medicare sent an e-mail to beneficiaries with the subject line “Free masks for your Medicare Number? Don’t fall for 

it.”  They describe robocalls, text messages and e-mails [which can be very frightening and include false statements] offering free 
masks as well as social media posts about free COVID-19 testing kits, “cures” and protective equipment. The aim of scammers is 

to steal Medicare Numbers and personal information. The bottom line from Medicare is “If anyone reaches out to get your 
Medicare Number of personal information in exchange for something, you can bet it’s a scam.” 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Independent-Pharmacies-Association-LIPA/940885072595774
http://www.lipanow.org/
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Louisiana Economy More Vulnerable to 
COVID That Most 

 
Louisiana Illuminator 

 The Louisiana Illuminator is a new addition to 
sources of news and information in our state. They describe 
themselves as an independent, nonprofit, nonpartisan news 
organization driven by its mission to cast light on how decisions 
are made in Baton Rouge and how they affect the lives of 
everyday Louisianians, particularly those who are poor or 
otherwise marginalized. Their website includes “in-depth 
investigations and news stories, news briefs and commentary, all 
of which is intended to help . . . make sense of how state policy is 
crafted, how it helps or hurts [everyday Louisianians] and how 
it helps or hurts their neighbors across the state.    
 
 On their podcast this week, one of their reporters, Julie 
O”Donoghue (who was previously a state government for the 
Times Picayune) interviewed Dr. Jim Richardson who is an LSU 
Alumni Professor of Economics and Public Administration 
about why Louisiana’s economy is particularly vulnerable to 
COVID-19 and will take longer to recover than neighboring 
states. Dr. Richardson—who said he has been weighing in on the 
Louisiana economy for nearly 50 years—stressed the heavy 
dependence on tourism (one of the state’s “big three along with 
oil/gas and the petrochemical industry). Unlike the state’s 
recovery following Katrina, the state cannot anticipate an 
increase in economic activity –and state tax collections—from 
rebuilding and people make purchases on which they paid state 
sales tax.  Another point he makes in the interview that 
escalation of any trade war would have an adverse impact on   
the oil/gas and petrochemical sectors of our economy 
 
LISTEN TO PODCAST: Why Louisiana’s economy is 
particularly vulnerable to coronavirus 
 

 

FDA Approves New Combo Test for 
COVID-19 and Influenza New Combo Test 

for COVID-19 and Influenza 
 

RxWiki 
 As flu season approaches—and the testing system in the 
US is already overwhelmed with backlogs of a week or more, 
the FDA announced this week that they have given Emergency 
Use Authorization approval for another (the 3rd) combination test 
for COVID-19 and the flu.  Many are worried — and with good 

reason. The US needs to prepare for and deal with the upcoming 
flu season while the COVID-19 pandemic rages on. “With just 
one swab or sample, combination tests can be used to get 
answers to Americans faster," said FDA Commissioner Dr. 
Stephen M. Hahn in a press release. "This efficiency can go a 
long way to providing timely information for those sick with an 
unknown respiratory ailment." 
 
 The combo test is a “win-win”: one less visit to a 
testing location, less discomfort, faster results and  
helping to preserve critical resources (like reagent and lab 
capacity). 
 
READ MORE: COVID 19 and Flu Test Combined 
 

 

“The Doctors”—AMA—Oppose COVID 
Testing by Pharmacies 

 
Bloomberg Government 

 Bloomberg reported this week that efforts to have 
Congress intervene and stipulate that Medicare pay pharmacists 
for COVID testing and the anticipated COVID vaccine has the 
support of Congressmen and the White House. The lead sponsor 
of the legislation is Representative Buddy Carter of Georgia who 
is a pharmacist and started an independent pharmacy chain in his 
state. Groups that support the change say that the American 
Medical Association, the country’s largest industry group for 
doctors, opposes it over concerns about altering Medicare’s 
scope-of-practice rules. The AMA refused comment while 
NACDS expressed concern that Congress could give AMA 
essentially “veto power” when access to testing is such an 
important need. Currently HHS has entered into partnerships 
with large chains to administer testing but they account for only 
about 20% of pharmacies. Representative Carter acknowledged 
that greater access to testing would not address the current 
backlog in interpreting the tests but stressed that “we need 100% 
of pharmacies to be able to provide these tests.” Senator Charles 
Grassley, the powerful chairman of Senate Finance Committee 
expressly supports opening up payments to pharmacists, 
according to his spokesman. “Patients need professionals 
practicing to the full extent that their state license allows, 
especially as we get closer to the start of the flu season, which 
will only compound the pressure the coronavirus is placing on 
the health care system,” he said. 
READ MORE: More Pharmacy COVID Testing Backed by 
White House, Republicans  Rupublicans  
 

IN THE NEWS 

https://lailluminator.com/
https://lailluminator.com/podcast/why-louisianas-economy-is-particularly-vulnerable-to-coronavirus/
https://lailluminator.com/podcast/why-louisianas-economy-is-particularly-vulnerable-to-coronavirus/
https://www.rxwiki.com/news-article/fda-approves-test-can-detect-both-covid-19-and-flu
https://about.bgov.com/news/more-pharmacy-covid-testing-backed-by-white-house-republicans/
https://about.bgov.com/news/more-pharmacy-covid-testing-backed-by-white-house-republicans/
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543 Spanish Town Rd  

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

 

Toll Free: (866) 266-1334 

Phone: (225) 308-2030 

Fax: (225) 308-2040 

 

Email us at: 
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FDA Says Opioid Labels Must Include 
Information on Nalaxone 

Stat News 
 The FDA continues to take steps to address opioid 
overdoses with the latest being their announcement on Thursday 
that they will require drug manufacturers to include information 
about the over-dose reversal medication naloxone on the labels 
of opioid painkillers.  Stat News reports The move comes just 
weeks after the federal government released new data showing 
that U.S. drug overdose deaths reached an all-time high in 2019, 
surpassing the previous peak recorded two years earlier. More 
recently, the Covid-19 pandemic has led to another increase in 
overdose deaths as the unemployment rate has skyrocketed and 
Americans have lost access to health insurance and to many in-
person health services like addiction clinics or syringe 
exchanges. The FDA is making a concerted effort to raise 
awareness of naloxone and see that it is more widely distributed, 
both to people who use drugs and people who are in a 
heightened position to witness opioid overdoses and intervene. 
Since 2018 HHS has recommended that physicians also 
prescribe naloxone for patients for whom they are prescribing 
opioid painkillers and are at high risk for overdose (e.g.  high 
opioid doses; taking pain drugs alongside benzodiazepines). A 
similar labeling requirement will also be required for the three 
approved drugs used to treat opioid addiction: methadone, 
buprenorphine, and naltrexone. 
 The bottom line according to the story is that while “the 
move is likely to result in increased awareness and use of 
naloxone among patients who use prescription opioids for pain, 
it’s unclear whether it will help reduce overdose deaths for 
people who use illicit opioids like heroin or fentanyl.” 
READ MORE: FDA Says Opioid Labels Must Include 
Information About Naloxone 

IN THE NEWS 

https://www.statnews.com/2020/07/23/fda-naloxone-labels-opioids/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=e104b31130-Daily_Recap&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-e104b31130-152702009
https://www.statnews.com/2020/07/23/fda-naloxone-labels-opioids/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=e104b31130-Daily_Recap&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-e104b31130-152702009

