
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members, 
2021 Regular Legislation Session Beings Monday, April 12th   
Session will convene at Noon on Monday and must adjourn no later than 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 10th. While 
attending fundraisers and other meetings over the last several weeks, we have consistently heard from legislators 
that our independent pharmacy members are reaching out to them and sharing their concerns. These conversations 
are vital to the success of independent pharmacies at the Legislature.   
Take every opportunity to discuss independent pharmacy issues and advocate for your profession when speaking with 
legislators. They recognize you as a trusted and easily accessible healthcare provider in the community.   
We are tracking more than two dozen bills on your behalf, but two bills are of particular interest and will have a 
significant impact on independent pharmacies.   

• House Bill 244 by Rep. Chris Turner (R – Ruston) requires pharmacy services administrative 
organizations (PSAO) to be licensed and regulated by the Department of Insurance and prohibits a PSAO 
from retaining any portion of a reimbursement owed to a pharmacy.   
• Senate Bill 218 by Sen. Fred Mills (R – Parks) updates Acts 2019, No. 124, revises audit provisions, 
prohibits direct or indirect remuneration fees and spread pricing, and requires pharmacy benefit 
managers to reimburse pharmacies the same amount billed to a health plan for the claim.   

 
State Announces NEW COVID-19 Vaccine Ordering Process  
LDH announced this week that for all future COVID vaccine requests, enrolled providers will place orders directly 
into the LINKS system. The new process makes it possible for you to order the vaccine you want in the quantity you 
want and closer to when you actually need it. There will be no more automatic shipments of COVID vaccines 
for second doses; pharmacies will need to place orders in LINKS for second doses of vaccine. 
The new ordering vaccine ordering system in LINKS is scheduled to go live at 8:00 AM on Wednesday April 14th 
with vaccine received the week of April 19th. The minimum order will be 10 doses. Moderna and Janssen (J&J) 
vaccine in increments of 100 doses and Pfizer in increments of 1170 doses will be shipped directly from the federal 
distribution center (McKesson or Pfizer). For fewer than 100 doses of Moderna or Janssen, Morris & Dickson will 
make the deliveries, as well as for fewer than 1170 doses of Pfizer vaccine.  
Each enrolled provider has two persons authorized in LINKS to place vaccine orders: The Primary Vaccine 
Coordinator and Back-up Vaccine Coordinator who were listed on the COVID –19 Provider Enrollment Agreement. 
If you want someone else who has LINKS access to be authorized to place COVID Vaccine Orders –or want to get 
LINKS access for additional employees—here is the link to the LINKS User Agreement form that will need to be 
completed and submitted to the Regional Immunization Consultant. E-mail addresses for Regional Immunization 
Consultants can be found on the bottom right side of the LINKS Web Main Page. 
CPE Credit Available for 4/12 LDH Training on New LINKS Vaccine Ordering Process 
Training on LINKS vaccine reconciliation and ordering is important to be able to successfully place orders 
for COVID vaccines beginning Wednesday of next week.  
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LIPA has worked with LDH to make it possible for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians who participate in the 
LDH training session on Monday April 12th from 2 PM to 3 PM to receive 1.0 hour of immunization-based CPE 
credit. This session is open to other interested persons as well.  
To receive CPE credit, pharmacists and pharmacy technicians must use this link to register. Registration will remain 
open until 2 PM on Monday.  
For persons not eligible or not interested in earning CPE credit here is the Zoom link for the training on Monday 
from 2 PM to 3 PM: 
https://zoom.us/j/94930570769?pwd=dWhDTzNDV1BnN3RWZXVSNWVvdGY5UT09 
LDH provided three Zoom noon training sessions on the new COVID vaccine ordering process this week and will 
be adding more. Check the COVID-19 Vaccination-Provider Training Web Page for dates and times and a link to a 
recording of one the trainings once that has been posted that can be viewed on LDH’s YouTube channel 24/7. 
When Can Pharmacies Order J&J Vaccine? 
When it comes to vaccine “waste,” it will be hard for anyone to ever top Emergent BioSolutions—the Johnson & 
Johnson Baltimore-based contractor—who mixed up Janssen (J&J) and Astra-Zeneca vaccine ingredients, resulting 
in 15 million doses having to be thrown out. Needless to say, this has disrupted the supply of J&J vaccine available 
in the short term. All of the J&J vaccine distributed in the United States has been manufactured in the Netherlands. 
The federal government announced that Johnson & Johnson has “taken control” of the factory and Astra-Zeneca 
vaccine will no longer be manufactured at that location.  
The LDH Immunization Program stated during the Thursday (4/8) noon training session that while providers could 
see Janssen vaccine as an option next week when they place their order in LINKS (meaning it is available at the time 
the order is entered), vaccine allocation is “first come, first serve.” By the time the order is approved by LDH (one- 
or two-day lag), the vaccine requested may no longer be available and the order will be denied for “lack of supply. 
For planning and scheduling purposes, providers are urged to check LINKS periodically to confirm that their order 
was actually approved. 
The Advocate reported that Louisiana expects to receive 88% fewer doses of J&J next week (week of April 12) 
than this week (week of April 5): down from 67,700 doses to just 8,000 doses.  
Registration Open for DEA Red Flag CPE Training on Sunday April 18th  
Pharmacists and pharmacy technicians can register now for CPE training next Sunday, April 18th from 3 PM to 4 
PM. The focus of the training is Controlled Substance Act (CSA) compliance and will cover the continually 
expanding definition of DEA” red flags” for dispensing red flags seen in recent DEA administrative hearing 
decisions (which establish precedent), as well as practical suggestions for controlled substance policies and practices 
to reduce risk, Karl Koch will be the speaker for this activity.   Note that the content for this training is all new and 
not a repeat of previous CPE on this topic presented by Mr. Koch.  
Please freely share the link for opioid-related training with other pharmacists and pharmacy technicians who work at 
your pharmacy—either part-time or full-time. There is no registration fee for LIPA member pharmacy employees.  
Is Your Pharmacy Available to Provide Onsite Vaccines at Congregate Settings? 
LIPA’s contract with LDH to support onsite administration of COVID-19 vaccines in congregate settings through 
the Independent Pharmacy Onsite Vaccine (IPOV) initiative was finalized this week. LIPA is continuing to identify 
and maintain a list of independent pharmacies willing and available to provide onsite vaccines at congregate living 
facilities and communities.  
We are currently looking to match a pharmacy vaccine partner for patients and employees at Level-3 Assisted 
Living Facilities located in Minden (27 licensed beds), West Monroe (59 licensed beds), Bossier City (60 licensed 
beds) and Bastrop (38 licensed beds).  
If you are interested in these—or any other opportunities in your geographic proximity—please e-mail  
vaccines@lipa.org or call Ruth at 225-241-1437. 
 
 
 



 

 

Pharmacists Training to Become Certified Immunizer Offered During April 
The Louisiana Pharmacists Association is offering the ACPE-accredited training required in order for pharmacists to 
qualify to order and administer vaccines—either by the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy or the PREP Act—later this 
month. The course—which will be taught by ULM College of Pharmacy faculty members—consists of 12 hours of 
self-study and 8 hours of live (via webinar) study. The eight hours of live study will be held on Tuesday, April 27th 
and Wednesday, 28th from 1PM to 5 PM each day.  More information can be found here. The deadline to register 
is April 19th. 
Hitting the “Vaccine Wall”  
In recent weeks, we have read increasing news reports of “vaccine hesitancy,” “anti-vaxxers” and “vaccine 
hostility.” This week, Axios is reporting on a “vaccine wall” which they describe as demand for the vaccine has 
been met well before ‘herd immunity has been reached. This news is no surprise to most (if not all) of our LIPA 
member pharmacies who have been engaged in administering COVID vaccines. Red states in the South are 
administering the lowest portion of the vaccine doses that they receive from the federal government — a sign of low 
demand, slow public health systems, or both. Axios observes that polling has found that “the most vaccine-reluctant 
Americans are white Republicans.” Their conclusion is that “Rural, Republican-heavy states are likely blowing 
through their vaccine-eager populations. In Louisiana, it appears we are already there and have “hit the wall.” 
Meanwhile, Troubling New COVID-19 Variants 
CNBC reported this week that the highly contagious B.1.1.7 variant that originated in the United Kingdom has since 
spread and now accounts for more than 16,000 cases across 52 jurisdictions in the country. It is now the dominant 
strain circulating in the United States. It is about 50% more transmittable than the original “wild strain” of the virus. 
Hospitals are seeing more and more younger adults in their 30s and 40s admitted with severe cases of Covid-19, 
according to CDC Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky.  
Louisiana’s LDH Emergency Operations Center sent an e-mail this morning regarding “variants of concern” and 
changing trends in new COVID cases These variants of concern are mutated versions of the SARS-CoV-2 virus and 
have the potential to cause COVID-19 to be more severe, spread more easily between humans, require different 
treatments, or change the effectiveness of current vaccines. 
CAUTION:  Changing Trends! COVID-19 cases were steadily decreasing for approximately 10 weeks; however, 
trends are changing, and cases have increased during the past 14 days. The current 7-day moving average of daily 
new cases (64,847) increased 19% compared with the previous 7 days. The average number of new cases has 
reached nearly 62,000 a day, as of April 6, 2021, concentrated mostly in metro areas in Michigan and the New York 
City region. That’s up 19 percent compared with the figure two weeks ago. 
Louisiana Medicaid Provider Enrollment Portal to launch in late April 2021 (the end of the month) 
All current providers, whether participating as a fee-for-service provider, MCO-only provider, or both, must validate 
their information and sign the state’s provider participation agreement through the portal within six months of its 
launch. This time frame is necessary to allow time for application review. Any existing Medicaid provider that does 
not complete the enrollment and screening process through the new Louisiana Medicaid Provider Enrollment Portal 
within the established timelines will have their claims denied. These providers must complete the state’s enrollment 
process for claims to be approved by fee-for-service Medicaid and/or the MCOs. 
Once the portal has launched Gainwell will send out an invitation to current providers informing them that they can 
now visit the new Louisiana Medicaid Provider Enrollment Portal. Additionally, providers should check for updates 
on the Medicaid fiscal intermediary web site, www.lamedicaid.com, the Medicaid Provider and Plan Resources web 
page through provider organizations and in Medicaid publications including Informational Bulletins and Health Plan 
Advisories. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

In the NEWS: 
GROUP COVID-19 VACCINATIONS ARE NOW AVAILABLE 

Evangeline Today 04/05/2021 
Several COVID-19 vaccine clinics were held March 30 at Cafe Evangeline. Pharmacist Nick LeBas, whose 
pharmacy, Evangeline Drugstore, has been holding vaccination clinics for the last eight weeks or so at Cafe 
Evangeline, across the street from his pharmacy. Cafe Evangeline's owner/chef Jay Gielow offered LeBas the use of 
his restaurant for the clinics because he has more space than the pharmacy. 
LeBas holds the clinics on Mondays and Tuesdays and averages 50-60 doses a day. He still gives them at his 
pharmacy, but he said it’s more time efficient to have a group clinic. “For me, it helps me to come in here and do 20-
25 an hour as opposed to it taking me six hours to do the same amount of people at my pharmacy,” he said, adding 
he is impressed with the number of people who want to get the vaccine. “We’re seeing a lot of interest in it.” 
LeBas carries the Moderna vaccine and said it is “incredibly safe,” adding, “Once you have your second dose, if you 
come into contact with the virus, you have a 95% of it not doing a darn thing to you. That’s very good odds, as 
opposed to the flu shot, which runs anywhere from 41% to 50% efficacy, which means it’s only about half effective. 
This is almost twice as effective as the flu shot. It’s a very, very good vaccine.” 

PERCENTAGE OF LOUISIANA RESIDENTS WHO DON'T PLAN TO GET VACCINE WORRIES 
OFFICIALS 

The Era –Leader 04/06/2021 
With vaccination efforts moving full speed ahead in Washington Parish and Louisiana, state health officials report 
that almost 18% of state residents are fully vaccinated. Another 41% of state residents say they intend to be 
vaccinated. But the troubling figure for state health officials is that 32% of state residents don’t plan on getting a 
vaccine shot. 
Even with a major statewide vaccination push, Louisiana currently ranks 45th in the nation in terms of percentage of 
its population that has received at least one dose of the vaccine. That’s according to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control. 
Health officials are warning that although much progress has been made in the battle against COVID-19, another 
surge of Coronavirus is likely if more people don’t get vaccinated. 
Newly elected Congresswoman Julia Letlow is urging all residents of the 5th Congressional District, including 
Washington Parish, to get vaccinated. Her message is especially compelling because her husband, Luke Letlow, died 
in December of a Coronavirus-related issue shortly after he was elected to Congress. Mrs. Letlow ran to replace him 
and was elected on March 20, and she is now urging her constituents not to delay in receiving the vaccination. 

Vaccine appointments in Louisiana are going unfilled - sooner than officials thought 
Nola.com 04/07/2021 

When COVID vaccines first opened to Louisiana residents over 70 in January, there was a mad scramble for 
appointments. Overloaded phone systems shut down as seniors called for hours to get an appointment. Lines 
stretched outside pharmacy doors. In Jefferson Parish, 500 appointments were snapped up in five minutes at the 
Alario Center in mid-February. 
But by the time the state opened vaccines to anyone 16 and older last week, appointments at many hospitals and 
clinics were wide open. Clinics found themselves with extra doses on the verge of expiring. LCMC Health started 
allowing walk-ins for first appointments a day before the expansion. Ochsner Health, the state’s largest health care 
provider, has open availability on its vaccine appointment page. And an analysis from GoodRx, a company that 
tracks drug prices, found that 48 of Louisiana’s 64 parishes had vaccine availability at Walmart and CVS 
pharmacies. 
“We’ve hit the low-hanging fruit of people who are very anxious, ‘I want to be vaccinated yesterday,’” said Dr. 
Jeffrey Elder, LCMC Health medical director of emergency management who oversees the system’s mass 
vaccination effort at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. “Now, we’re in the trenches.” 
 



 

 

LOUISIANA RANKED 38TH IN TOTAL VACCINATION PERCENTAGE 
ACADIA PARISH TODAY 04/07/2021 

Even though Louisiana has opened the coronavirus vaccine to all residents 16 years of age and older, data from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention still shows the state is falling behind in the number of people it is 
vaccinating. 
Currently, Louisiana ranks 38th in the country in percentage of its total population that is fully vaccinated, based on 
data from the CDC, a small step up from 40th in the last two weeks. 
Around 16 percent of the state’s population is fully vaccinated and approximately 26 percent of the population has 
had at least one does of the vaccine. 
Both Pfizer and Moderna’s coronavirus vaccines require two shots, while the Johnson & Johnson vaccine only 
requires one. 
Leading the country in vaccination rates is New Mexico, with 23.5 percent of its population fully vaccinated. 
Ranked last in percentage of its population vaccinated is Utah, with around 11 percent fully vaccinated. 
Overall, Louisiana’s vaccination rates may be lower but its vaccination rates for people 65 and above paint a more 
optimistic picture. 


