
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members, 

LEGISLATIVE WRAPUP 

The Legislature adjourned at 6:00 p.m. yesterday, June 10th, as scheduled. One Hundred and twenty-eight bills have 
been signed by the governor as of this writing. Odd numbered years in Louisiana are designated as fiscal sessions, so 
legislators focus on revenue and fiscal affairs. House Bill 1, the state operating budget, and House Bill 2, the state 
construction budget, were passed by both chambers unusually early so Gov. John Bel Edwards had to make line-
item veto decisions before session ended. The governor is legally required to issue vetoes within 10 days of 
receiving bills if the legislators are still in session when that window closes. After the veto, the governor has an 
additional two days — for a total of 12 days overall — to notify the legislators of his decision. This round of vetoes 
came on the very last day possible under the legal standards.  

Gov. Edwards vetoed six totaling $1.8 million. The projects were spread across HB 1 and HB 516, both sponsored 
by House Appropriations Committee Chairman Jerome Zeringue. He also struck four provisions out of HB 1 that 
would have given the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget (JLCB) more oversight over state government 
spending. Twenty-eight House members and eighteen Senators sit on JLCB. It has broad authority and acts as the 
budgetary and fiscal representative of the Legislature during the interim.  
 
The struck provisions would have given JLCB control of over $146.7 million in federal homeowners assistance 
funding. Edwards’ veto message said the Legislature was trying to exert power over the executive branch, which 
isn’t allowed by the state constitution. Edwards also restored a $500,000 cut to the Division of Administration 
through a line-item veto. 

HB 244 by Rep. Turner, which regulates pharmacy services administrative organizations, was signed by the Speaker 
of the House, the President of the Senate, and sent to the governor earlier this week. We are encouraging Gov. 
Edwards to sign HB244 as it will bring needed oversight and regulation to a part of the prescription delivery chain 
that currently is in need of full transparency. 

General bills of interest include HB 199, which provides for the State and Local Streamlined Sales and Use Tax 
Commission, which will begin the centralized collection of state sales taxes if approved by the voters on October 9, 
2021 (The Advocate). Additional tax reforms are still being negotiated, but a permanent extension of a 0.45% sales 
tax that would be dedicated to roads and infrastructure is garnering attention. 

SB 159 is a constitutional amendment to reduce the maximum rate of individual income tax and to provide for a 
federal income tax deduction as provided by law. SB 159 would change the maximum allowable rate of individual 
income tax to 4.75%. In exchange they would lose their federal tax deduction. SB 159, HB 278, and HB 292 were 
introduced as a package. SB 159 has passed the legislatures it still needs to be signed by the governor. 
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HB 183 provides relative to the maximum weekly benefit amount for unemployment benefits and makes 
discretionary the withholding of state income taxes on federal disaster unemployment compensation benefits. 
Louisiana is poised to soon stop accepting the federal $300-a-week boost to jobless benefits a month early under a 
deal passed by lawmakers in the waning hours of the legislative session Thursday, a move that would make the state 
the latest to end the benefits over concerns from business groups that they are causing a worker shortage. 
Lawmakers approved a bill to boost the state’s unemployment benefits by $28 a week starting next year. But it 
would only take effect if Gov. John Bel Edwards ended the state’s participation in the federal program by July 31, 
which appears likely. That program is giving thousands of laid-off workers $300 a week in addition to whatever they 
get from the state, which currently is a maximum of $247 a week. 

HB 642 provides for the disbursement of monies received from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021. Those that 
may be considered the “big winners” of the plan include port security, DOTD, and Louisiana Small Business and 
Nonprofit Assistance Fund. If signed by the Governor they will allocate an amount of up to $5 million for 
reimbursement for port security measures for port authorities, allow monies in the Louisiana Rescue Plan Fund to be 
used to provide funding for infrastructure projects administered by DOTD, subject to approval of the Joint 
Legislative Committee on the Budget through a BA-7, and creates the Louisiana Small Business and Nonprofit 
Assistance Program to provide grants to small business to provide workforce development activities and to nonprofit 
organizations in LA to assist individuals impacted by COVID-19. 

The bill, HB 514, requires a two-thirds vote from each chamber, which will be a difficult vote for many (The 
Advocate). HB 514, that started as a tax on medical marijuana has now changed to two different tax overhauls. After 
an attempt to use a temporary half-cent sales tax for infrastructure plans failed, lawmakers are looking to shift 
money elsewhere to fix Louisiana roads and bridges. Now there is a new push to bring funding to fix infrastructure 
construction. “They got rid of the medical marijuana tax altogether, they added a vehicle sales tax to the bill with 
some projects,” Rep. Magee said. The amendment would take millions of dollars out of the vehicle tax. About 75% 
would slowly be redirected to the construction sub-fund, gradually increasing through 2025. This would come out to 
around $375 million a year, which currently goes towards health care, education, and various other state services. 
Senator Ward said in committee last week that the issue of fixing the state infrastructure has been pushed off far too 
long and it needs to be addressed now to better incentivize people not to move out of the state. Rep. Magee asked to 
move the bill to a conference committee to work out some of the kinks in that new amendment. 

Through federal COVID relief aid, the legislators allocated $560 million towards infrastructure for a number of 
different roads and bridge projects. President Joe Biden is also working on a major infrastructure bill that could 
bring additional money to the state construction budget. 

A multitude of bills were regarding sexual misconduct were heard this session spurred by the recent scandal at LSU. 
Sen. Regina Barrow was at the forefront of the trials revolving around LSU’s sexual misconduct scandal, so it only 
made sense when she brought forth SB232 which establishes and provides for the Power-Based Violence Review 
Panel. SB 232 has now been signed into law by the Governor, but the other bills addressing related topics are still 
awaiting the Governor’s signature. 

HB 430, sponsored by Rep. Ted James, the bill is comprised of reforms that were studied and recommended by 
the Police Training Screening and De-escalation Task Force, a 25-member panel that the legislature established in 
response to national outcry at the 2020 murder of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin. 
Among other things, the bill proposes to change the length of time given to an officer under internal investigation to 
obtain an attorney, reducing it from 30 to 14 days, before the officer has to answer any questions. It would also 
extend the length of time allowed to complete internal investigations from 60 to 75 days. Further, the legislation 
would require all sustained complaints — that is those made against an officer that are supported by evidence — to 
remain in the officer’s personnel file for at least 10 years. When Thibodeaux Rep. Bryan Fontenot asked about the 
intent of this specific proposal on Monday, James said the public has a right to know if a particular officer has a 
history of complaints or misconduct. James answered a few questions from other lawmakers and emphasized that 
the legislation has the full support of the Louisiana Association of Chiefs of Police. 



 

 

Among the ideas that have been shelved or rejected were proposals to increase Louisiana's minimum wage, get rid 
of the state's special interest tax breaks, decriminalize prostitution. The governor is expected to veto that transgender 
sports ban proposal, along with another measure sent to his desk that seeks to remove the permitting 
requirements for adults 21 and older to carry a concealed handgun. 

Louisiana won't be following the lead of other Republican-led legislatures in putting limits on classroom discussions 
about racism and sexism. The proposal to prohibit teaching “divisive concepts” in public schools or colleges stalled 
in committee. Though the bill won't pass, it sparked weeks of racial tensions in the House, worsened intraparty 
fractures among Republicans and led GOP House Speaker Clay Schexnayder to oust Republican Rep. Ray Garofalo 
as chairman of the House Education Committee. 

In Louisiana, legislative overrides of gubernatorial vetoes are rare. Lawmakers have only voted to override any 
governor’s veto twice in the modern history of the state — and both occurred well over two decades ago. The 
Republican legislative leadership also doesn’t have enough votes to override Edwards’ vetoes on a strictly partisan 
basis. Republicans make up two-thirds of the members in the Louisiana Senate, but not in the House. The leaders 
would need a two-thirds majority in both chambers to complete a veto override.  

JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON BUDGET DISCUSSION ON THE EMERGENCY CONTRACT 
FOR PBM's 
This past Friday, June 6th, the Joint Legislative Committee on Budget met to discuss serval line items. Line-item 
number 4 on the agenda was an Update on the emergency contract for pharmacy benefit manager services in 
accordance with the provisions of R.S. 42:802. This discussion was led by Commissioner of Administration Jay 
Dardenne. This is a subject that was a great deal of discussion for us over the course of the past year due to a dispute 
at OGB between CVS and MedImpact for pharmacy benefit services. OGB awarded a three-year contract to CVS, 
which MedImpact appealed. The appeal is now pending before the 19th judicial district court for that three-year 
contract. Due to the appeal, OGB entered into an emergency contract with MedImpact to make certain OGB 
beneficiaries had continuity of service with their pharmacy benefit manager beginning January 1.  
During the discussion Senator White asked, “And we've lost $30 million dealing with them in six months?” 
Dardenne responded, “Well, we will anticipate losing about $30 million for the duration of the one-year contract 
based upon the new numbers that we've negotiated. Originally it was going to be a lot more than that.” This 
projection is what revived the discussion between OGB, CVS, and MedImpact. Without the expected savings from 
the emergency contract, OGB planned to terminate the emergency contract which came down to a last minute. 
During the discussion Rep. Tony Bacala (R-Prairieville) asked several important questions about the request for 
proposal (RFP) OGB used for pharmacy benefit management services. Commissioner Dardenne stated that rebates 
are important part of the overall savings because they are based on the wholesale price of the prescription. Rep. 
Bacala then asked whether the state should move away from a contract focused on rebates and towards a contract 
that used a “pass-through” model that did not use spread pricing.  
Rep. Bacala requested more information on the complete contract and asked whether the state was overpaying for 
prescription drugs while chasing rebates. Colonel David Couvillon, CEO of OGB, answered that OGB planned to 
review the way it structured RFPs for future contracts. Rep. Bacala’s questions were very enlightening and 
especially important for the state to consider as the consider a new RFP and the next PBM for OGB. LIPA always 
supports more transparency, and we look forward to working with Col. Couvillon and OGB as they consider the best 
path forward for OGB beneficiaries and the state. 
CURRENT COVID SITUATION IN LOUISIANA 

In response to someone who asked, “Are people in Louisiana still dying from COVID?” we checked out the data on 
LDH’s website. While it doesn’t make newsletter headlines anymore—the headlines are more likely to be about 
variants like the “Delta” variant from India and UK variant or our comparatively low vaccine take-up, Louisianans 
are still being diagnosed with COVID-19, still being hospitalized, still being placed on ventilators and still dying from 
complications of the COVID-19 virus. To put it in perspective, since last week’s edition of the newsletter (June 3-
June 9), Louisiana reports 1827 total confirmed and probable new cases, daily hospitalizations from COVID-19 
hovering in the 280s and 290s, and—sadly—continued deaths. The latest one-day snapshot available (Thursday, June 
10th) showed 469 new cases, 7 new deaths, 281 persons hospitalized with 34 of them on ventilators. This is something 



 

 

we should never allow ourselves to become numb to and accept as “the new normal.” The COVID –19 vaccine has 
been demonstrated to greatly—if not totally reduce—severe cases of COVID (defined as those requiring 
hospitalization or resulting in death).  
WDSU reported that the “Delta” variant of COVID-19—first found in India and more contagious than forerunners—
has begun trickling into the United States, including Louisiana. The White House estimates that 6% of newly 
diagnosed cases in the country are this new variant. Dr. Rochelle Walensky told WDSU that Louisiana—with its 
comparatively low vaccination rate—is particularly vulnerable to the Delta variant.  
We do have some positive vaccine news: while Louisiana is unlikely to reach the 70% goal by July 4th, the good news 
is that 72% of Louisianans age 65 or older are fully immunized! This is the most vulnerable population and we still 
have room for further improvement. Pharmacies may wish to consider how they can identify patients in this age group 
(age 65 and above) who are among the 28% yet to receive the vaccine and encourage them to get immunized as soon 
as possible. 
THE CURRENT THINKING ON THE NEED FOR COVID-19 BOOSTER VACCINE 
The jury is still out as to whether—and when—a COVID-19 booster may be required. When it comes to boosters, the 
most important voices are not the CEO’s of Moderna and Pfizer (who have a vested financial interest in more boosters 
and sooner). MedPage Today has an interview with Dr. William Schaffner, an Infectious Disease expert at Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center, in which he says regarding “breakthrough cases” [currently the percentage is only 0.01% 
per the CDC]: “so far, these breakthrough infections have been genuinely very, very rare and are occurring more 
often in people who are immunocompromised or very frail older persons. And, obviously they couldn't respond as well 
to the vaccine when it was given.” The entire interview is worth reading if you’re interested in learning more about 
COVID-19 booster considerations, including the spread of variants what we now know about the duration of protection 
from initial vaccines, and who will make decisions on the need for a COVID-19 booster.  
NEW MEDICAID REPORT ON CHILDREN & THE PANDEMIC 
This week, LDH issued a press release announcing a new report by the National Association of State Medicaid 
Directors titled Medicaid Forward: Children’s Health that looks at the role of Medicaid in children’s health 
coverage. Depending on demographic factors within a state—primarily income—the percentage of children in a 
state covered by Medicaid or CHIP varies greatly, with Louisiana having one of the highest percentages of any state. 
Nationally, about 20% of children rely on public coverage programs while in our state that number is about 50% 
(60% for children under age 5). In addition, half of all Louisiana births are covered by Medicaid. For our Louisiana 
independent pharmacies, Medicaid reimbursement has a greater impact than those states with a lower rate of 
Medicaid coverage, which explains why LIPA pays considerable attention to Medicaid as a payor and their 
reimbursement for prescription drugs. 
SPEAKING OF CHILDREN AND VACCINES . . .  
On Thursday of this week, Moderna formally submitted their request to the FDA for Emergency Use Authorization 
to administer their vaccine to adolescents and teens age 12-17. The efficacy rate during trials was shown to be 100% 
and Moderna reports no significant safety concerns. This comes on the heels of the CDC announcing last week a 
troubling national trend they saw during the months of March and April with a rise in 12-17 year olds being 
hospitalized for COVID-19. Both Moderna and Pfizer are studying the COVID vaccine for children as young as 6 
months old with findings expected later this year. 
ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE AND RESOURCES FOR ADMINISTERING VACCINCES TO CHILDREN 
One of the results of the pandemic has been fewer children and youth getting recommended immunizations. Keep in 
mind that for the duration of the public health emergency as allowed by the 2020 PREP Act and Amendments 
[expected to last through at least 12/31/21], qualified pharmacy technicians can administer recommended 
children’s vaccines as well as COVID-19 vaccines. Under the 2020 PREP Act and amendments (expected to extend 
at least through 12/31/21) qualified pharmacy technicians can administer recommended children’s vaccines as well 
as COVID-19 vaccines [but not flu and shingles vaccines]. This Federal law takes precedence over any state laws or 
Board of Pharmacy regulations that are more restrictive, relative to authority to administer vaccines, the need for 
vaccine prescriptions, reporting, etc. for both pharmacists and pharmacy technicians. Louisiana already allowed 
pharmacists to administer vaccines, but the PREP Act allows for some relaxation with an age floor of three years old 
without a prescription. 



 

 

In addition to being an FDA approved or licensed vaccine and the vaccine be administered per the CDC’s 
periodicity schedule (Louisiana Immunization Program’s 2021 Immunization Schedule updated in May can be 
found here) the PREP Act requires pharmacists administering vaccines to:  

• Complete an ACPE-accredited practical training program of at least 20 hours (if they have not already 
certified by their state); 

• Submit required information to their state immunization system (LINKS for Louisiana); 
• Inform the patients PCP if they indicate they have a PCP; and 
• "Inform patients and adult caregivers on the importance of a well-child visit with a pediatrician or other 

licensed primary care provide". 

Here is a link to the August 2020 Third Amendment to the PREP Act that contains more detail.  
Linked here is the CDC’s Standing Order for Pfizer vaccine at was last revised on 5/15/21 and now includes specific 
guidance and information for administering the Pfizer vaccine to those ages 12-16, including recommended needle 
gauge/length. 
WIDE VARIATION IN VACCINE RATES FOR LA NURSING HOMES AND STAFF 
The Advocate reported this week on the gap between vaccine rates for residents and staff at Louisiana nursing 
facilities after analyzing data reported by nursing homes to CMS as required by new federal reporting requirements 
for nursing homes. You can see the Louisiana data here published by LDH. If your pharmacy is administering 
vaccines in nursing homes, this is an important resource to see how your facility(ies) measure up compared to their 
peers for both resident and staff vaccines. What steps can you take to increase the vaccine rate? What incentives 
could persuade staff to get the vaccine? LIPA will be identifying facilities with the most need for improvement and 
reaching out to those with an independent pharmacy vaccine partner to work to improve the rates for both residents 
and staff.  
DO YOU HAVE COMMENTS FOR LDH PHARMACY BENEFIT IN MEDICAID MANAGED CARE?? 
In advance of issuing an RFP later this summer to begin the process of selecting MCOs to continue managing services 
for Louisiana’s more than 1.8 million Medicaid enrollees, the Department is currently offering stakeholders the 
opportunity to provide feedback they may have relative to non-emergency medical transportation and pharmacy 
benefit. Specifically, they are soliciting “input from the public about the key factors that must be considered when 
improving these models. [emphasis added].” The deadline for providing feedback is June 21st and comments can to 
submitted by completing the online form found here. The simple pharmacy question is open-ended: If Medicaid were 
to change its current pharmacy benefit manager model, what changes would you recommend? This is your chance 
to have your voice heard. LDH will be making decisions that may—or may not—result in substantial changes, 
depending on those decisions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

In the NEWS: 

Ochsner is enrolling children under 12 in COVID-19 vaccine trials in New Orleans, Shreveport 
The Advocate 06/07/2021 

Ochsner announced Monday that it has begun enrolling children between the ages of 5 and 11 for Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine in New Orleans and Shreveport, expanding the effort to protect as many as people as possible from the novel 
coronavirus. 
By 8 a.m. Monday, the hospital chain said it had already received its first participant in an 18-month-long trial to test 
the two-dose vaccine's effectiveness at preventing COVID-19. 
Pfizer-BioNTech’s vaccine is already approved under an emergency-use provision for people ages 12 and older, and 
health experts say testing the shots on younger children is key to gaining control of the pandemic. Children under 12 
will receive a smaller dose of the vaccine, similar to how other vaccines are scaled down for pediatric use. 
"Children are certainly different, and we need to ensure that they respond to the vaccine," said Dr. Julia Garcia-Diaz, 
director of clinical infectious diseases research at Ochsner Health. 
Unlike previous vaccine trials, participants would have a 75% chance of receiving the actual vaccine instead of a 
placebo. Children who received the placebo will be able to receive the real vaccine after six months. 
 

Amazon Pharmacy offers half-yearly prescriptions starting at $6 
Reuters 06/08/2021 

Amazon.com Inc (AMZN.O) said on Tuesday it was now offering six-month prescriptions starting at $6 for 
medications of common health issues through its pharmacy. 
The company said prime members would get additional savings when paying without insurance. Customers can pay 
as low as $1 per month for select medications, including drugs to treat diabetes and blood pressure, and will get free 
two-day delivery. 
The e-commerce giant launched an online pharmacy in November for delivering prescription medications in the 
United States and stirring up competition with drug retailers such as Walgreens Boots Alliance (WBA.O), CVS Health 
(CVS.N) and Walmart (WMT.N). 
Shares of pharmacy chains and drug wholesalers fell in morning trading as Amazon's launch of online pharmacies has 
been a threat to brick-and-mortar pharmacies at a time when e-commerce has surged due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

 
U.S. to donate 500 million Pfizer vaccine doses globally -sources 

Reuters 06/09/2021 
The Biden administration plans to donate 500 million Pfizer (PFE.N) coronavirus vaccine doses to nearly 100 
countries over the next two years, three sources familiar with the matter told Reuters on Wednesday. 
The United States is likely to distribute 200 million shots this year and another 300 million in the first half of next 
year, they said. 
It will donate them to 92 lower-income countries and the African Union, they added. 
The donations will go through the COVAX vaccine program that distributes COVID-19 shots to low- and middle-
income countries and is backed by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Global Alliance for Vaccines and 
Immunization (GAVI). 
U.S. President Joe Biden will announce the deal on Thursday at the Group of Seven meeting of the world's wealthiest 
countries in Britain, one of the people said. 
The deal was negotiated over the past four weeks by White House COVID-19 response coordinator Jeff Zients and 
the coronavirus task force team, one of the sources said. 
The White House and Pfizer declined to comment. 



 

 

Senate crafts Pelosi alternative on drug prices 
The Hill 06/09/2021 

Senate Democrats are crafting their own proposal to lower prescription drug prices, an alternative to Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi’s (D-Calif.) plan, amid doubts about whether the far-reaching House bill can get all 50 Senate Democrats on 
board. 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) is taking the lead in working on the proposal, but Senate 
Majority Leader Charles Schumer’s (D-N.Y.) staff has also been meeting with outside groups and is engaged on the 
issue, according to people familiar with the conversations. 
The flurry of activity indicates that lowering prescription drug prices is a top priority for Democrats and could be 
included in an upcoming legislative package along with President Biden’s priorities on infrastructure and other issues 
in the American Jobs Plan and American Families Plan.  
But the party will have to figure out how to bridge the divide between their progressive and moderate wings on drug 
prices, given that they cannot lose a single Senate Democrat on party-line votes.  
Some moderate Democrats have raised concerns with how far the House bill, known as H.R. 3, goes in cracking down 
on drug prices, and the Senate bill is expected to be less far-reaching, though the details are far from finalized. 

 
Covid-19 Deaths This Year Have Already Eclipsed 2020’s Toll 

The Wall Street Journal 06/10/2021 
More people have died from Covid-19 already this year than in all of 2020, according to official counts, highlighting 
how the global pandemic is far from over even as vaccines beat back the virus in wealthy nations. 
It took less than six months for the globe to record more than 1.88 million Covid-19 deaths this year, according to a 
Wall Street Journal analysis of data collected by Johns Hopkins University. The university’s count for 2021 edged 
just ahead of the 2020 death toll on Thursday. 
These numbers underscore how unevenly the pandemic spread around the globe, often hitting poorer nations later, but 
before they had access to the vaccines that have benefited Europe and the U.S. That pattern has led to a worsening 
divide between developed and developing nations as President Biden and the leaders of the other Group of Seven 
advanced economies prepare to gather in England to discuss next steps in the pandemic response. 
While Western nations such as the U.S., Canada and the U.K. celebrate low caseloads and declining deaths thanks to 
mass vaccinations, the intensified pandemic in parts of Asia and Latin America propelled global deaths higher. 


