
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members, 

READYING FOR HURRICANE IDA 

Hurricane Ida has rapidly formed and according to the early afternoon nola.com website headline, “is 

currently predicted to hit Louisiana at near Category 4 strength,” making landfall sometime Sunday. 

Hurricane watches have been issued including for metro New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Lafayette. 

An additional consideration that you have not previously had to deal with in preparing for a hurricane is 

having a backup plan to maintain COVID vaccine cold storage in the case of a power outage.  LDH e-

mailed a Health Alert Network Advisory) (#21-64) this afternoon regarding the need to have an 

emergency vaccine storage plan in the event of a power failure. They state that COVID vaccine 

providers’ “close attention to this request helps us save millions of dollars in vaccines currently held in 

statewide provider inventories, in the event of an extreme weather-related emergency. Please help us 

prevent needless and unsustainable loss of vaccine by detailing a plan for vaccine in your office in the 

event of a power failure”. The memo includes links to the resources below to help you with planning: 

•  Step-by-step guidance in the Immunization Policies and Procedures Manual – Revised August 

2020 : 
o Procedures for Vaccine Protection/Disaster Preparedness pp. 184-191; 
o Policy on Transporting Vaccine pages 45-47; and  
o Policy on Power Outage pp. 41-42. 

•   CDC’s Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit’s chapter titled Emergency Vaccine Storage and 

Handling, Section Seven, Page 25 
 

Payers including BCBS of Louisiana have already issued guidance allowing overrides of early refill edits 

and the other special procedures that we have come to expect during hurricanes.  

MEDICAID COST OF DISPENSING SURVEYS RESPONSES DUE TUESDAY OCTOBER 5 

All community pharmacies enrolled as providers in Louisiana’s Medicaid program should have received 

the Medicaid Cost of Dispensing Survey this week. The due date for the survey responses is Tuesday, 

October 5, which gives you just over five weeks to get it completed, ideally with CY 2020 data. Myers & 

Stauffer, the state’s vendor conducting the survey and analysis, will also accept CY 2019 data and apply 

an “inflation factor” but we have not yet seen what that will be. We know that your cost of dispensing in 

2020 changed substantially because of the COVID public health pandemic. We recommend that you take 

 Friday, August 27, 2021   

Louisiana Independent   

Pharmacies Association 

  What’s New and What to Watch 

  LIPA Newsletter: 
Bringing you the latest news and information concerning independent 

pharmacies and the profession at-large…. 

 

https://lalinks.org/linksweb/docs/Immunization%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20Manual%20August%202020.pdf
https://lalinks.org/linksweb/docs/Immunization%20Policies%20and%20Procedures%20Manual%20August%202020.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/admin/storage/toolkit/storage-handling-toolkit.pdf


 

 

the necessary time in completing the survey to capture all your dispensing costs. Understating dispensing 

costs could adversely affect the Medicaid pharmacy reimbursement rate for years. We look forward to 

LDH taking into consideration the questions and concerns regarding this survey that LIPA submitted in 

writing in their analysis of survey results. 

We received a LinkedIn message that Rachel Broussard, after spending just over eight years as the 

Pharmacy Director at a Medicaid MCO, returned earlier this month to her previous state job as a 

Pharmacist with Louisiana Medicaid, a position she previously occupied for 12+ years from February 

2001 to July 2013. Many of you will recall interacting with Rachel and LDH is fortunate to have someone 

with her historical pharmacy knowledge and experience—both in and out of state government --back with 

the Agency. 

PLANNING FOR COVID THIRD (BOOSTER) DOSES AT 959 LICENSED LTC FACILITIES 

While actual FDA/CDC recommendations (8 months? 6 months?  Even 5 months is being considered by 

President Biden per a CNBC story this afternoon!) for COVID booster shots is expected to be officially 

announced next week, LDH has already begin planning for onsite vaccines in 959 of the Long-Term Care 

(LTC) facilities they license: 278 nursing homes, 164 adult residential facilities, and 517 IC/DD group 

homes throughout the state. In addition, other Louisiana LTC and congregate living facilities that received 

onsite first and second vaccines doses from CVS or Walgreens as well as community pharmacies and 

other vaccine providers will also have onsite COVID third (booster) doses offered and will be tracked. 

These include Adult Day Health Care and HUD apartments. 

LDH has engaged LIPA assist with making arrangements for onsite COVID vaccines in LTC facilities 

and other support for Louisiana’s Pharmacy Partnership for LTC. The state made the decision that they 

will not be participating again in the Federal Partership which had either CVS or Walgreens provide up to 

three onsite clinics at each LTC facility between late December and mid-March. 

LTC facilities were given the opportunity to select a vaccine provider for their on-site COVID third 

(booster) doses by August 27 (today). We expect that deadline to be extended. Those who do not respond 

will have a timely onsite vaccine provider and clinic arranged by LIPA.  

WE’RE LOOKING FOR MORE PHARMACIES WHO CAN ADMINISTER ONSITE BOOSTER 

VACCINES AT LTC FACILITIES 

We know that a number of you have already been contacted by LTC facilities in your community about 

doing their onsite third (booster) doses. In reviewing the survey responses received so far, we see 

independent pharmacies that have been specifically requested. Some responders have no vaccine provider 

preference and LIPA will be working to arrange for their onsite vaccines. In addition, LTC facilities that 

do not respond to the survey will have arrangements made for them by LIPA. 

You will be able to bill for the administration fee for these patients 

 LDH will be issuing forms to support onsite vaccines (similar to those used by CVS & Walgreens but 

streamlined where possible) including a spreadsheet that facilities will complete and submit in advance 

with names and information on residents and staff to get the vaccine including which vaccine they 

received for their first and second dose, if applicable. This will be helpful in your planning. When you 

arrive to do the vaccines, you will be given pre-screening forms that include racial and ethnic information 

for LINKS entry and insurance information you will need for billing. Facilities are also being asked to 

clip a copy of the CDC Vaccine Record Card if it is available.  

https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/other/biden-says-u-s-health-officials-are-considering-covid-booster-shots-at-5-months-moving-up-timeline-of-third-shot/ar-AANOGoF?ocid=winp1taskbar


 

 

More information on the roles and responsibilities for onsite vaccine providers at LTC facilities can be 

found in the template for Vaccine Services Agreement here. 

A huge thanks to all of you who have already responded to the online survey LIPA created to identify 

pharmacies who can provide onsite vaccines at LTC and congregate living settings. The survey remains 

open and here is the link. If we have a need in your community and you have not responded to the 

survey, we may be reaching out to you to gauge your availability and willingness.  

INTRODUCTING COMIRNATY (KOE-MIŔ-NA-TEE) 

Now that Pfizer’s mRNA COVID vaccine has received full approval from the FDA (this applies to 

individuals ages 16 and older), it will be known and marketed as Comirnaty, pronounced Koe-miŕ-na-

tee). It continues to be available under Emergency Use Authorization for individuals ages 12 through 15 

and for the administration of third doses to certain compromises individuals. 

So how did Pfizer come up with the name Comirnaty??? Fierce Pharma reported that the brand name is 

a “mashup” of community, immunity, mRNA, and COVID. “The name is coined from Covid-19 

immunity, and then embeds the mRNA in the middle, which is the platform technology, and as a whole the 

name is meant to evoke the word community,” a spokesman for Brand Institute—who worked with Pfizer 

to come up with the name, said. 

The bottom line is Comirnaty is exactly the same formulation as Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine, as 

the vaccine was known before its full approval.   

COVID THIRD DOSES CAN BE ADMINISTERED NOW FOR MODERATELY TO SEVERELY 

IMMUNOCOMPROMISED 

While a lot of attention is being paid to “boosters for everyone”, keep in mind that anyone who self-

attests that they are moderately to severely immunocompromised-- including for “other conditions” -- is 

eligible to get a third dose of Pfizer or Moderna now as long as it is 28 or more days since their second 

dose. Here’s a link to the CDC guidance and Frequently Asked Questions about Immunizations for the 

Immunocompromised COVID-19 Vaccine Indications for Patients Who Are Immunocompromised | CDC 

including this: 

Q: Do I give the patient a new vaccine record card for their additional dose? 

A: All vaccine recipients should have received a CDC vaccination card when they were initially 

vaccinated. When scheduling appointments, remind patients to bring their vaccination card. If patients do 

not bring their card, make every effort to verify vaccination history [in LINKS] 

• If patients bring their vaccination card: Document the additional dose on their existing card. 

There are two additional spaces on the card. 

• If patients are unable to locate or do not bring their vaccination card [this could include a walk-

in]: Provide a new card to record the additional dose. 
HAVE YOU JOINED LIPA’S NEW VACCINE GROUPME CHAT GROUP? 

Among the questions and issues addressed in the new LIPA Vaccine GroupMe Chat Group this week:  

• Clarification of the pharmacist’s responsibility to screen and/or verify a patient is moderately to 

severely immunocompromised. Per LDH guidance, questioning or verifying this is not the 

vaccine provider’s responsibility. LDH simply asks that providers make the self-attestation form 

available, collect the forms and maintain them for six months and administer third (booster) doses 

https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-CP/HANs/HANS21-62FDAApprovalPfizerCOVIDVaccine.pdf
https://www.fiercepharma.com/marketing/pfizer-biontech-select-comirnaty-as-brand-name-for-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/immunocompromised.html


 

 

no earlier than 28 days after a second dose of either Moderna or Pfizer vaccine.  You will recall 

that when vaccine was scarce, vaccine providers were responsible for verifying age, type of 

employment and other factors.  

• Recourse when insurance remittance leaves a co-pay for the patient for vaccine administration fee 

or is less than $37.08. A pharmacist in the group has had success calling the insurance company 

to get it adjusted. If that doesn't work, the different in the amount received from the payer and the 

Medicare rate ($37.08 for most of the state) can be billed to HRSA as the person is considered 

UNDERinsured. Only those COVID-19 vaccine administration claims denied or not fully paid by a 

patient’s health insurance plan, including those insurance plans with patient co-pays for vaccine 

administration, deductibles for vaccine administration, or co-insurance related to COVID-19 

vaccination, are eligible for reimbursement by the HRSA COVID-19 Coverage Assistance Fund. 

• Clarification of the CDC guidance that was changed to say it’s OK to co-administer the flu 

vaccine and COVID vaccine at the same time. Here is the CDC guidance on co-administration of 

COVID vaccines with other vaccines which includes not mixing the vaccines in the same syringe 

and using different anatomical sites. 
To be added to the chat group which uses the GroupMe application that can be downloaded on your 

smart phone from the App Store, call Danielle Hodge at 225-308-2030 or email her at 

hodge@lipa.org with your name, pharmacy name and cellphone number. 

YOU COULD RECEIVE PFIZER VACCINE WITH 7/21 and 8/21 EXPIRATION DATES 

Your Pfizer vaccines orders could be filled with vaccine that has 7/21 and 8/21 expiration dates. The actual 

shelf life for this vaccine has been extended by the FDA.  The Louisiana Immunization Program sent out 

an e-mail to the primary contacts for enrolled COVID Vaccine Providers with the following important 

information regarding Pfizer vaccine: 

As previously reported on Monday 8/23, CDC has approved the six months to nine months expiration date 

extension for Pfizer doses in Louisiana. This six to nine months expiration extension will result in 

approximately 60,000 M&D Pfizer doses being made available to fill new provider orders. Due to the large 

volume and CDC's first in/first out distribution policy, high volume single orders placed in LINKS that 

normally come directly from the manufacturer will temporarily come from M&D. Lower volume orders of 

Pfizer will continue to be filled and delivered by Morris & Dickson, as usual.  

 M&D will begin redistributing Pfizer vaccine with the updated expiration dates detailed below, until all 

of these doses with extended dates have been ordered: 

 Lot Number (EP6955): New Expiration Date: 9/30/2021 

Lot Numbers (EN6207, ER8734, EW0150, ER8729, EW0158, ER8727, EW0162, ER8733): New Expiration 

Date: 10/31/2021 

DEVELOPMENTS THIS WEEK REGARDING IVERMECTIN 

LDH issued “strong recommendations” regarding ivermectin via Health Alert Network Memo 61-21 on 

August 25th and requested that recipients, including the Board of Pharmacy “please share and distribute 

with relevant stakeholders and partners through your own distribution channels.” 

Primary focus was on use of agricultural grade ivermectin which has been associated with adverse effects 

and even hospitalization and the fact that the FDA has not recommended use of ivermectin for prevention 

or treatment of COVID (meaning its use as such is off-label, as is the case for many other prescription 

drugs). 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html#Coadministration
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html#Coadministration
mailto:hodge@lipa.org
http://www.pharmacy.la.gov/assets/docs/GuidanceDocuments/2021-0825_LA-HAN_IvermectinForCOVID-19.pdf


 

 

Ivermectin is not a controlled substance and we have received feedback from pharmacists questioning 

whether they are in fact “practicing medicine” if they refuse to fill the prescriptions since doctors 

frequently write for off label uses of medications. As one of them told us, “It puts pharmacists in a bind.” 

Here’s the link to the CDC’s treatment guidelines for ivermectin which includes their recommendation 

There is insufficient evidence for the COVID-19 Treatment Guidelines Panel (the Panel) to recommend 

either for or against the use of ivermectin for the treatment of COVID-19. Results from adequately 

powered, well-designed, and well-conducted clinical trials are needed to provide more specific, evidence-

based guidance on the role of ivermectin in the treatment of COVID-19. 

RENEWEDS FOCUS MONOCLONAL ANITIBODY TREATMENT  

Kaiser News Service reported this week that some southern governors are embracing monoclonal 

antibody treatment which—like Moderna and J&J vaccines-- is not yet FDA approved and available 

through Emergency Use Authorization (EAU).  (Effective August 23rd, Pfizer vaccine was fully 

approved the FDA). According to the news story, Medicare is paying for the cost which for Regeneron is 

about $1250 a dose. Hospital and infusions centers also charge for the “time-and resource-intensive 

administration” of the treatment and Medicare is paying between $310 and $450 for performing it in a 

health care setting and $750 for treatment in the patient’s home. Patients may be charged similar amounts 

for copays and administration fees, depending on what a hospital charges and what their insurance covers.   

Baton Rouge General Hospital announced the opening this week on their Bluebonnet Campus of a 

“specialty infusion center for treatment of COVID 19” to administer monoclonal antibodies to COVID-19 

patients who fit the criteria. With 15 “bays” it will allow for up to 80 infusions per day with staffing 

assistance provided by LDH. You can view their press release [see link] above to see who is eligible to 

receive the treatment. 

The CDC continues to recommend that patients wait at least 90 days following monoclonal antibody 

treatment to receive the COVID vaccine [first, second, or booster dose]:” . . . vaccination should be 

deferred for at least 90 days after receiving monoclonal antibodies or convalescent plasma. This is a 

precautionary measure until additional information becomes available, to avoid potential interference of 

the antibody therapy with vaccine-induced immune responses.” 

$25 STILL AVAILBLE FOR VACCINES TO LHCC MEMBERS SINCE 7/1 

Good news! Pharmacies actually don’t need to do anything extra to earn the $25 per member incentive for 

administering COVID vaccines to vaccine eligible Medicaid recipients enrolled in Louisiana Healthcare 

Connections (LHCC)Pharmacies can submit COVID-19 vaccine claims via their normal process. 

Standard vaccine reimbursements will be made and bonuses will be applied for all COVID-19 

vaccinations administered with dates of service from July 1 until further notice. In some cases, bonus 

system configuration is still underway; once completed, claims paid without the bonus will automatically 

be recycled. 

 

LIPA MEMBERS INVITED TO ATTEND PUTT ANNUAL MEETING IN ORLANDO 9/17 & 18 

PUTT's annual Political Summit takes place this year on September 17th and 18th in Orlando, Florida. 

LIPA members are especially invited and encouraged to attend at the PUTT member price of $275 in 

person, or $75 to participate virtually.   

https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/therapies/antiviral-therapy/ivermectin/
https://khn.org/news/article/monoclonal-antibody-therapy-mabs-versus-vaccination-conservative-states-covid-hotspots-florida-texas/
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-CP/HANs/HANS21-62FDAApprovalPfizerCOVIDVaccine.pdf
https://ldh.la.gov/assets/oph/Center-CP/HANs/HANS21-62FDAApprovalPfizerCOVIDVaccine.pdf
https://www.brgeneral.org/news-blog/2021/august/baton-rouge-general-to-open-specialty-infusion-c/
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html#Coadministration
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.truthrx.org_puttsummit.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=K0ep5LeFMBxYyRHndI0GudO9zP4caDmwr84OLtYdUW4&m=p9OhlATG9qgDtEvh69aXBF0w3ybWRNoUzQaMiJGx3jM&s=kkIXiw5gDLjytziiSXEU2StI6fH9VlsRWEPNp5muLBA&e=


 

 

The PUTT Summit is an opportunity for pharmacy owners to meet for candid conversation and practical 

strategic discussion for ending systemic PBM abuse. Friday's agenda begins with a case study of Texas' 2 

far-reaching PBM bills passed this year and will include updates on latest PBM business tactics, what's 

next for states regulating PBMs following Rutledge v. PCMA and a special 2-hour Legislative Panel with 

honored guest Senator Fred Mills.  

Saturday's half-day session will focus on  “Relocalizing Care” - a growing, "Main Street vs. Wall Street" 

movement in which employers work directly with providers and pharmacies, dramatically decreasing 

their healthcare spend while increasing quality of care.  Panelists who are also PUTT members will 

provide practical advice for talking to employers and creating direct contracting opportunities in your own 

community. 

Summit details and a link to register can be found here. The PUTT Board hopes to see LIPA members 

next month in Orlando! 

 

• October 9th-12th -NCPA 2021 Annual Convention (Charlotte, NC) 

• October 14th-16th -LPA 2021 Annual Convention and Trade Show (Alexandria, LA) 

• October 22nd - LIPA Board Meeting (Monroe, LA) 

• October 23rd -ULM Homecoming Tailgate hosted by LIPA/LWD (Monroe, LA) 

• November 20 -LIPA hosted ULM/LSU Tiger Stadium (Baton Rouge, LA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.truthrx.org_puttsummit.html&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=K0ep5LeFMBxYyRHndI0GudO9zP4caDmwr84OLtYdUW4&m=p9OhlATG9qgDtEvh69aXBF0w3ybWRNoUzQaMiJGx3jM&s=kkIXiw5gDLjytziiSXEU2StI6fH9VlsRWEPNp5muLBA&e=


 

 

In the NEWS: 
These Governors Push Experimental Antibody Therapy — But Shun Vaccine and Mask Mandates 

KNH 08/25/2021 

For months, Joelle Ruppert was among the millions of Americans who are covid vaccine holdouts. Her reluctance, 

she said, was not so much that she opposed the new vaccines but that she never felt “compelled” by the evidence 

supporting their experimental use. 

Nonetheless, after she fell ill with covid last month, Ruppert, a Florida preschool teacher, found herself desperate to 

try an experimental product that promised to ease her symptoms: infusion with a potent laboratory-produced 

treatment known as monoclonal antibody therapy. 

“I was in bed; I was feeling so badly, like the longest flu I ever had in my life,” said Ruppert, 54, of Gainesville. “I 

was, like, whatever, give me whatever.” 

Ruppert and her husband, Michael, 61, who also contracted covid-19, are among thousands of people in the U.S. 

who in recent weeks have rushed to receive infusions of the powerful antibody cocktails shown to reduce 

hospitalizations by 70% when given promptly to high-risk patients. 

 

Independent pharmacists sound the alarm on Surescripts, GoodRx partnership 

 

Mobile Health News 08/23/2021 

 

Some pharmacists are pushing back on Surescripts’ partnership with GoodRx, arguing the deal will hurt independent 

pharmacies and further obscure the high cost of drugs. 

“The deal was touted as a move towards transparency; when in fact, coupon programs are bought and paid for by the 

same PBM [pharmacy benefit manager]-based, opaque pricing schema the deal claims to upend,” wrote a group of 

pharmacists and pharmacy owners in a letter to Surescripts’ board obtained by MedCity News. 

The partnership between the health data giant and GoodRx, announced earlier this month, would integrate GoodRx’s 

discount information into Surescripts’ platform that allows prescribing physicians to see the drug’s cost for their 

patients. GoodRx’s negotiated discounts would only appear for the uninsured or patients whose price information 

isn’t already available from their PBM or insurer, the companies said. 

“We are always looking for ways to increase prescription price transparency and affordability for more Americans, 

so we are excited to work with Surescripts to arm prescribers with the tools and information they need to choose 

medications that are both accessible and clinically appropriate,” Doug Hirsch, co-CEO and co-founder of GoodRx, 

said in a statement when the deal was announced. 

 

 

Louisiana COVID numbers: Hospitalizations continue to drop after a week of steady decline 

The Times Picayune 08/26/2021 

The number of COVID patients in Louisiana's hospitals continued to drop on Wednesday after more than a week of 

steady decline, according to a Thursday afternoon update from the Louisiana Department of Health. 

There were 2,729 patients with COVID-19 in Louisiana's hospitals as of Wednesday, the latest day for which data is 

available, a decrease of 115 patients from the day before.  

Hospitalizations during this latest and worst surge in Louisiana peaked on Aug. 17 with record-setting 3,022 

patients. Since then, that number has steadily dipped, though there remains far more COVID patients in the hospital 

now than during either of the previous three waves.  

https://khn.org/news/article/monoclonal-antibody-therapy-mabs-versus-vaccination-conservative-states-covid-hotspots-florida-texas/
https://khn.org/news/article/monoclonal-antibody-therapy-mabs-versus-vaccination-conservative-states-covid-hotspots-florida-texas/
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/independent-pharmacists-sound-alarm-surescripts-goodrx-partnership
https://www.mobihealthnews.com/news/independent-pharmacists-sound-alarm-surescripts-goodrx-partnership
https://medcitynews.com/2021/08/its-not-really-price-transparency-pharmacies-push-back-on-surescripts-goodrx-deal/
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2021/08/05/2275675/0/en/GoodRx-Announces-Agreement-with-Surescripts-to-Provide-Real-Time-Drug-Discount-Pricing-in-Electronic-Health-Records.html
https://www.nola.com/news/coronavirus/article_fd462208-068e-11ec-a8e3-4b818ef770c7.html
https://www.nola.com/news/coronavirus/article_fd462208-068e-11ec-a8e3-4b818ef770c7.html


 

 

 

Our Views: We're at the end of the beginning for the pandemic, not yet seeing an end 

The Advocate 8/26/21 

Don’t anyone think that vaccination cards at the gates of the Caesars Superdome or LSU’s Tiger Stadium are the 

beginning of the end of the pandemic. 

More vaccinations are good and positive steps but the death toll from the delta variant’s ravages among the currently 

unvaccinated continues. 

Listen to one of the frontline doctors, Robert Peltier of North Oaks Health in Tangipahoa Parish: “It continues to be 

really hard on our staff because they fight so hard to keep those people alive. Sometimes it’s beyond their 

capabilities or anyone’s capabilities with this tragic illness that hits people really hard.” 

The savage impact of the more highly contagious form of coronavirus continues across Louisiana. Steps like 

requiring vaccination or regular testing of college students are welcome, as are entrance requirements for stadiums 

and many other public places, the nature of the pandemic is significantly different from just a few weeks 

ago.pabilities or anyone’s capabilities with this tragic illness that hits people really hard.” 

 

Blue Cross lifts early drug refill restrictions ahead of Hurricane Ida 

WGNO 8/27/21 

 BATON ROUGE, La. (WGNO) — On Friday afternoon, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Louisiana urged all 

residents to consider their health needs and take steps to prepare, especially in the ongoing COVID-19 surge. 

Blue Cross and HMO Louisiana are allowing early prescription medicine refills for a limited time. This applies to 

members with Express Scripts pharmacy benefits through Blue Cross. Members should make sure they have enough 

medication for a few days in case they need to evacuate or are unable to leave their homes during severe weather. 

Anyone having trouble refilling a prescription can call the Pharmacy or Customer Service number on your ID card. 

 

Louisiana has over 1,000 vaccine providers in all 64 parishes, LDH reports 

BR Proud 8/23/21 

 BATON ROUGE, La (BRPROUD)- Louisiana Department of Health reports that 1,406 COVID-19 vaccine 

providers are available across the state in all 64 parishes. These providers include national and independent 

pharmacies, public health providers, clinics, physician offices, and hospitals. 

LDH is coordinating with the COVID-19 vaccine distribution effort in Louisiana to slow the spread and put an end 

to the pandemic. 

As COVID-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths continue to surge among unvaccinated individuals, all Louisianans 

are called upon to take action to slow the spread of COVID-19 in the state by getting their vaccine if they have not 

yet done so or by helping their family, friends and neighbors get the shot. There are three safe, effective vaccines 

that provide a high degree of protection against COVID-19 and its variants, including the highly contagious Delta 

variant, and they are available at no cost.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/opinion/our_views/article_9a0c14e6-05b1-11ec-ab20-1747adfe9fe0.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/opinion/our_views/article_9a0c14e6-05b1-11ec-ab20-1747adfe9fe0.html
https://www.northoaks.org/blog/2021/august/listen-covid-19-update-with-dr-robert-peltier-fo5/
https://wgno.com/news/health/blue-cross-lifts-early-drug-refill-restrictions-ahead-of-hurricane-ida/
https://wgno.com/news/health/blue-cross-lifts-early-drug-refill-restrictions-ahead-of-hurricane-ida/
https://www.brproud.com/news/local-news/louisiana-has-over-1000-vaccine-providers-in-all-64-parishes-ldh-reports/
https://www.brproud.com/news/local-news/louisiana-has-over-1000-vaccine-providers-in-all-64-parishes-ldh-reports/

